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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“Regardless of the obstacles or hurdles that are ahead of you, regardless of the opponent, regardless of the odds, your goal and objective always is to win. I think that's part of sports.”

	 - Grant Hill

	 


Grant Hill has been as close to a fairytale existence, and NBA career as anybody could hope for. As a seven-time NBA All-Star, Hill was a coach's dream. He helped his basketball team win two elusive NCAA Championships by enhancing the abilities of his colleagues. Due to his height, he was equally effective at point guard, shooting guard, and small forward positions. He was a team player with a high work ethic and some nice basketball skills to boot. He took the helm with assurance and consistently delivered in clutch moments.

	Hill had a stellar undergraduate career at Duke University, where his team won the NCAA title in each of his first two years there. He also won the Henry Iba Corinthian Award as the nation's best defensive player and a slew of other national collegiate trophies. After his senior season, he was honored with many accolades, including selection to the NCAA All-Tournament Team and Most Valuable Player of the NCAA Southeastern Regional. Not only did he average 17.4 points per game for Duke, but he also averaged 35.7 minutes per game, dished out 176.4 assists, and stole the ball at a rate of 4.0 per game.

	After graduating from Duke, the Detroit Pistons selected Hill as the first overall choice in the 1994 NBA draft. Quickly, he gained a reputation as one of the most entertaining and popular athletes in the league. When he initially entered the NBA, he received more All-Star votes than any player in league history, including Michael Jordan, David Robinson, and Shaquille O'Neal. He was named co-NBA Rookie of the Year and played on the gold-medal-winning Dream Team that represented the United States of America in the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta. Six years and six All-Star appearances later, he left the Detroit Pistons for the Orlando Magic in August of 2000. 

	Hill had wanted to bring his fierce play to the Magic, but a left ankle injury initially detected at the close of the 1999–2000 season derailed his plans. In April of 2000, he had the first of two surgeries to fix a fracture in the medial malleolus of his left ankle. In his debut year with the Magic, he played in just four games until an ankle injury sent him to the sidelines. He missed the 2003-04 season due to problems from his surgery in March 2003, which had been plagued by the injury for years before.

	Hill had many attractive offers during free agency but ultimately decided to sign a two-year contract with the Phoenix Suns. He targeted a position on the squad where he could have a major effect on the outcome of games. In late April 2011, he was officially named one of the 22 members of the Board of Governors of the Basketball Hall of Fame. This group is in charge of running the Hall of Fame and ensuring its continued success. His three-year stint on the Board makes him the first and only active player to ever hold such a position. The Suns have also honored him for his outstanding work ethic and leadership characteristics by making him the first player to win the Dan Majerle Hustle Award twice.

	Hill received the Mannie Jackson - Basketball's Human Spirit Award from the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame during the 2011-12 season. Award recipients exemplify the game's key principles of hard effort, perseverance, and resilience; who strive tirelessly to better the community they serve; and who demonstrate a persistent passion for helping others. Oprah Winfrey invited him to appear on her television show Master Class, where he spoke about the experiences and lessons that had impacted his life.
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