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 Introduction




  

  In 2013, a Huffington Post/YouGov poll discovered a significant increase in the number of Americans who believe in ghosts since the question was first asked in 1978. In this year, only 11 percent admitted to believing in ghosts. Today, remarkable 45 percent answered the question with “Yes”. 64 percent think there is a life after death and 53 percent believe that people go to either heaven or hell after dying. But nobody knows. Only 28 percent of respondents have ever seen or believed themselves to be in the presence of a ghost. Polls in other countries deliver similar results. People from every religion, culture and generation believe that ghosts truely exist.



  Another fact is nearly similar. 37 percent of Americans told Gallup they believe in haunted houses. This declines with age. 56 percent of young adults between the ages of 18 and 29 believe in them, but belief drops to 39 percent among 30- to 49-year-olds, to 30 percent among those between the ages of 50 and 64, and to just one in four (26 percent) among Americans 65 and older. Many people do not only believe in haunted houses, they actually seek them out on vacations. Stephen King got the idea for his novel “The Shining” after staying in room 217 in the almost empty Stanley Hotel in Colorado on the night before it closed for an extended period. He choosed this room because it is haunted by Ms. Eliszabeth Wilson, chief housekeeper in the very early days of the hotel. Sometimes guests staying in that room encounter extra housekeeping services, including having their things put away or unpacked.



  Younger people are more receptive to encounters with spirits than older ones. Suzanne Scanlan, 60, was not even aware that she had a ghost in her 100-year-old house in Canton, Missouri until her daughter, Jessica, moved back home at age 24. "She was sleeping in the middle bedroom at the top of the stairs when she saw a black shadow moving up and down the stairway," Suzanne said. "Jessica has never slept in that room again. In fact, none of my children have." Although there was no mention of a ghost when the family bought the house in 1991, they have since been told that an old woman died in the kitchen many years ago.



  A huge number of broadcasters recognized the increased interest in paranormal phenomena - and the chance to make a huge pile of money. In the summer of 2004 SyFy (previously the Sci Fi Channel) launched “Ghost Hunters”, a very popular weekly one-hour primetime show about paranormal investigations. Jason Hawes and Grant Wilson, along with other team members who belong to the group they founded, The Atlantic Paranormal Society (TAPS), investigate locations of interest by using various electronic equipment, which they believe is capable of detecting paranormal activity. One of that locations was the above mentioned Stanley Hotel in Colorado. Other broadcasters worldwide air programs that investigate reincarnation, telekinesis and other fascinating topics. In addition, more than 20.000.000 Websites referring to ghosts and haunted places can be found on the Internet. As you can see, interest in these areas is widespread.



  Ghosts are attracting tourists. Ancient sites of spiritual activity in Egypt, China, and Central and South America are popular destinations for travellers. Other places, where paranormal events have occured, are also popular adresses for amateur and professional ghost hunters. They seek the spirits of the deceased in mansions, old restaurants, hospitals, on cemeteries and countless other places. Haunted tours become incredible popular, advertisement of haunted hotels, restaurants, and historical sites is commonplace. Ghost hunting has become a weekend pastime for thrillseekers. It is funny, exciting and may take ghost hunters to places they will never choose otherwise.
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