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  Foreword




  A personal note from the editor…





  “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




  When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




  One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




  This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




  So without further ado, I present to you…
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  “Are you ready to go backstage?”





  




  



  “Props and Sets”





  Book Title: 11/22/63




  Author Name: Stephen King




  Time it was written: 1971 (first attempt to write the book)




  Place it was written: Maine




  First publication: November 8, 2011




  Publisher: Scribner, First Edition




  Narrator: First Person




  Point of view: Jake Epping’s




  Tone: Suspenseful, Funny




  Tense: Past Perfect




  Setting (Time): Present (2011), Past (1958-1963)




  Setting (Place): Lisbon Falls Maine/Jodie and Dallas Texas




  Protagonist: Jake Epping/George Amberson




  Theme: Time Travel, History




  Motif: Pop and Historical References to the 1950s and 60s




  




  



  “Who’s the author anyways?”
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  Stephen King was born Stephen Edward King in Portland, Maine on September 21, 1947 to parents Donald Edwin King and Nellie Ruth Pillsbury King.(2) His parents separated when he was just a toddler (his father stepped out of the house feigning to go for cigarettes but was never heard from again) so he and his older adopted brother David were raised by their mother in Fort Wayne, Indiana and in Stratford, Connecticut under much financial strain. (2) Eventually, their mother moved them to Durham, Maine in 1958 when his maternal grandparents, Guy and Nellie Pillsbury, had become incapacitated with old age. In exchange for support from siblings and a house, their mother took care of the old couple. ( ) When they passed away, Nellie King worked in the kitchens as a cook and caregiver in Pineland, a residential facility for the mentally-challenged that was near where they lived. The children were raised Methodists. (3)




  Stephen attended grammar school at Durham before going to Lisbon Falls High School. He graduated in 1966. He then took a Bachelor of Arts in English in the University of Maine in Orono, graduating in 1970. He wrote a weekly column in the school newspaper, The Maine Campus. He was also active in student politics (he supported the movement in Orono Campus that the Vietnam War was unconstitutional) and was a member of the Student Senate. (1) After graduating, he qualified to teach on the high school level. A draft board examination classified him as a 4-F on grounds of high blood pressure, limited vision, flat feet and punctured eardrums, so he was not drafted for the military.(1)




  King met his wife, Tabitha Jane Spruce, in the stacks of the Fogler Library at UM where they both worked as students. They were married in January 1971. (1)However, he was not able to find work as a teacher right away and they were forced to make ends meet using frugal resources: his salary as a laborer at an industrial laundry; his student loans and savings; and payments for short stories he occasionally submitted to men’s magazines (1)like Cavalier,(3) though he made his first professional short story sale before then (“The Glass Floor”) to Startling Mystery Stories in 1967 (1)for $35. (2) This and other short stories were later gathered as a collection entitled Night Shift. (1) Other stories appeared in other anthologies. He was finally able to start teaching high school English classes in the fall of 1971 at Hampden Academy, a public high school in Hampden, Maine, earning $6,400 a year. (2) He continued writing short stories and working on novels in the evenings and on weekends while he taught. (1)
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