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  “Daddy, daddy,” Sandy cried out the moment she saw him. She would have run to him immediately, had her mother not held her back.




  Sandy’s voice tore at Alec’s soul. His eyes met Helen’s. They were of a warm brown, yet her expression was cold as ice. Her most marked feature, her nose, protruded like a dagger from her face. Alec looked at her and realised once again how much he hated her.




  Slowly, he walked up to his wife and his daughter. Sandy tore herself loose and embraced him, yet Helen immediately pulled her back, crushing the unwilling child to her body like a particularly precious possession.




  “She hasn’t been feeling well all week,” Helen snapped without even a word of greeting. “I don’t think it’s a good idea if you take her out today.”




  “But I want to go with Daddy,” Sandy pleaded.




  Helen ignored her and focused straight on Alec. “I think you should see her less often,” she said, that old familiar tone of reproach in her voice, “It’s confusing for her. She’s always upset, when she returns from her time with you. She won’t sleep, she cries and keeps me awake all night. If this goes on, I’ll talk to my lawyer.”




  Alec took a deep breath, trying hard to suppress the desire to strangle her on the spot, to slam his fist into her face and shatter that sharply pointed nose of hers. “I have rights, Helen,” he said calmly.




  “So do I. And you keep ignoring them. I still haven’t received your alimony cheque. If I don't have the cheque by Monday, I will have your assets seized.”
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