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INTRODUCTION


	 

	Welcome, dear reader, to the extraordinary world of Whoopi Goldberg—a world where authenticity reigns supreme and the journey of self-discovery knows no bounds. In the pages that follow, you're about to embark on a captivating adventure through the unfiltered life of one of Hollywood's most iconic figures.

	But this isn't just any biography; it's a testament to the power of resilience, the beauty of imperfection, and the triumph of the human spirit. As you turn the pages, you'll discover the raw, unvarnished truth behind the laughter and the tears, the successes and the setbacks that have shaped Whoopi's remarkable journey.

	From her early days growing up in the bustling streets of New York City to her rise to international fame as an EGOT-winning entertainer, Whoopi's story is one of courage, perseverance, and unwavering authenticity. Along the way, she's shattered stereotypes, challenged conventions, and paved the way for generations of artists to come.

	But perhaps most importantly, Whoopi's journey serves as a beacon of hope and inspiration for each of us, reminding us that no dream is too big, no obstacle too daunting, and no setback too insurmountable. Through her example, we're encouraged to embrace our true selves, to stand tall in the face of adversity, and to never apologize for who we are.

	So, as you delve into the pages of this biography, prepare to be inspired, uplifted, and empowered. Whoopi Goldberg's story is not just hers alone—it's a testament to the boundless potential that lies within each and every one of us. So, let us embark on this journey together, and may Whoopi's unfiltered life ignite a spark of courage and conviction within us all.

	 


Chapter 1

	EARLY YEARS

	 

	Whoopi Goldberg, born Caryn Elaine Johnson on November 13, 1955, in Manhattan, New York City, emerged from humble beginnings to become a cultural icon. Raised in the Chelsea-Elliot Houses, a public housing project, Caryn's early life was shaped by the resilient spirit of her mother, Emma Johnson, a nurse and teacher, and her father, Robert James Johnson Jr., a Baptist clergyman.

	Emma Johnson, described as "stern, strong, and wise," navigated the complexities of single motherhood alongside Caryn's brother Clyde. Despite facing adversity, Emma instilled in her children the values of perseverance and determination. Caryn's educational journey encountered challenges, leading to her departure from Washington Irving High School. However, her thirst for knowledge and creativity remained undiminished.

