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INTRODUCTION

	 

	"The Courage to Be Free" by Ron DeSantis, published by HarperCollins in 2023, offers an in-depth look into the Florida governor's political ideology, executive decisions, and personal philosophy. 

	 

	The book positions DeSantis as a champion of conservative values, highlighting his battles against what he perceives as overreach by the federal government, the influence of "woke" culture, and his handling of the COVID-19 pandemic in Florida.

	 

	DeSantis advocates for a more assertive executive power, contrasting his previous stance on small government as a member of the Freedom Caucus. 

	 

	He justifies the use of executive power to regulate private institutions, drawing on his experiences to argue for the necessity of strong leadership in combating external pressures on American society and governance.

	 

	The book also delves into DeSantis's response to the COVID-19 pandemic, where he adopted a stance favoring minimal restrictions on businesses and schools, aiming to balance public health concerns with economic and educational considerations. 

	 

	He criticizes the federal government's handling of the pandemic, particularly targeting figures like Dr. Anthony Fauci for their approach to lockdowns and school closures.

	DeSantis's narrative extends beyond his governorship, touching on his life experiences, from his upbringing by working-class parents to his academic achievements and military service. 

	 

	Despite its memoir-like presentation, the book is light on personal career details, focusing instead on his political philosophy and actions as governor. 

	 

	His efforts to reshape Florida's education system, stance on immigration, election integrity, and opposition to critical race theory and "woke" ideologies are highlighted as key achievements.

	 

	The book has sparked a range of critical receptions. Some reviews criticize it for offering a selective recounting of DeSantis's record and for its heavy emphasis on culture war issues. 

	 

	Fact-checking efforts have highlighted discrepancies and misleading statements regarding his policies on COVID-19, immigration, and election integrity.

	 

	"The Courage to Be Free" has been celebrated by supporters as a blueprint for conservative governance and a rallying cry for American liberties. 

	 

	 

	 

	It provides insight into DeSantis's vision for America, rooted in his experiences and political battles in Florida. As DeSantis positions himself for a potential presidential run, the book serves not only as a reflection of his gubernatorial tenure but also as a statement of his broader political aspirations.

	 

	 


CHAPTER 1 

	 

	THE FLORIDA BLUEPRINT

	 

	The crux of this passage emphasizes the significance of courageous leadership during tumultuous times, particularly in the role of governorship where standing for truth and demonstrating resilience are crucial. 

	 

	Florida has distinguished itself by taking bold stances, such as maintaining freedom during the pandemic and protecting children against influential entities like Disney. 
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