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			To my dearest friend Kim, whose courage and strength inspired so many.

		

	
		
			
Note to Readers

			The correspondence and dialogue between the characters of this story are written in their voice. Misspellings, a combination of British and English spelling, and incorrect grammar in emails and instant messages are intentional and reflect the authenticity of the conversations. Some have been identified for the reader using (sic). Comments in italics reflect my thoughts and feelings. The days listed in the Table of Contents correspond to the days that I communicated with Tom Miller.
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Day 1, January 2 

			
The Wink

			Sometimes, you just need to take a leap of faith and do what feels uncomfortable to move ahead. It was January 2, and my alma mater was playing in a major bowl game. It was a great day for the Lions, but it would have been more fun to be watching the game with friends and family. I’d had no bowl invites that year.

			Getting the news that my ex had become engaged over Christmas was still weighing on my emotions. Yes, I had initiated the divorce, but that didn’t mean the finality of my ex marrying another woman wasn’t difficult to accept.

			With all the single men in the world, how was it that none of my friends knew any of them? In the four years I had been divorced, no one had ever introduced me to another man. I was dead set against being involved with someone at work. And as a consultant, dating my clients was totally out of the question.

			And then there was the internet. Did I have to really put myself out there? It seemed so ridiculous. I was smart, successful, easygoing, and physically fit. Did I really have to go on a website to find a man? As the reality set in that I was not above signing up for a dating site, I began to write my profile.

			I’m outgoing, optimistic, fun-loving, and love to laugh. Family and friends are important to me. I love cycling, photography, working out, and going to football, hockey, and baseball games. I’m well-traveled and lived for several years in Australia and Europe. I love how the air smells before it rains, the stillness of a snowy night, the feel of sand between my toes. I want to be the person someone thinks of as they fall asleep at night and to be the one who makes them smile when they wake.

			Divorced, 5’7”, slender/toned, Christian/Catholic, kids (they live on their own), non-smoking, social drinker.

			With much anxiety, I clicked join and took a deep breath. Within seconds, another profile winked at me. I wasn’t sure what to do with that wink. Wow, that was fast, I thought. And then a picture flashed up from Bestmoments40. He was good looking … shockingly handsome … and he wanted to talk to ME! OK, then; I had started the online dating process.

			Best: Hi, I’m Tom.

			Annie: Hi Tom, I’m Annie. What are you up to?

			Best: Are you new to the site, Annie?

			Annie: Is it that obvious?

			Best: Want to get off the site email and go onto our personal email?

			Annie: Sure, my email address is anniem@yahoo.com

			I didn’t heed the site’s guidance, ‘Do not communicate off the site.’ Instead, I thought how easy it was to meet someone and begin talking to them. Maybe dating sites weren’t so bad after all. I began to feel the anxiety lessen and thought, I can do this.

			 

			From: Tom Miller<happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Sent: Monday, January 2, 2017 10:20 PM

			To: anniem@yahoo.com

			Subject:  Hello Annie

			It’s me, Tom … Let me know whenever you get this. 

			From: anniem@yahoo.com

			Sent: Monday, January 2, 2017 11:00 PM

			To: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie 

			Hey Tom. I received your email. What a great email address ... ‘happy smile’ ... 

			From: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Sent: Monday, January 2, 2017 11:13 PM

			To: anniem@yahoo.com

			Subject:  Hello Annie

			Thank you … I enjoy talking to you and I would like us to keep this going … What are you doing now? 

			From: anniem@yahoo.com

			Sent: Tuesday, January 2, 2017 11:23 PM

			To: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			Likewise. Just getting things ready for work after having been off for Christmas. 

			From: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Sent: Monday, January 2, 2017 11:39 PM

			To: anniem@yahoo.com

			Subject:  Hello Annie

			Okay, I will leave you to get your things done and get some sleep. I will email you tomorrow morning and tell you a bit about me. 

			From: anniem@yahoo.com

			Sent: Monday, January 2, 2017 11:48 PM

			To: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			Sounds good. Talk to you then! Have a restful evening! 

		

	
		
			
Day 2, January 3 

			
Google Hangouts 

			From: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 7:05 AM

			To: anniem@yahoo.com

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			Good morning, Annie. What can I say about myself? Well, I’m quite simple, really. I like pretty much anything, as long as it’s in good company. I like nature, sciences, literature, arts, music, movies, sports, travels, and many more (sic). I am pretty high energy and stay on the go. I’m a down to earth, independent guy. I love living life to the fullest. I enjoy dinner and a movie, dancing, taking a walk, and one-on-one time. I like eating Mexican, Thai, Chinese, sushi, and seafood. I stay in good physical condition. Being dressed up and being casual are both cool. I am serious about everything I do, including having fun. I like to use humor some (sic). I am both active and laid back. I am resourceful, creative, adventurous, expressive, organized, and practical. I am caring and sensitive with a big heart. I like commitment and honesty. I appreciate both simple and sophisticated pleasures. Two-way communication is a must.

			I have come to realize over the last few years that dating at 50s (sic) is a much different ballgame to when I was younger. I am a person with a lot of positive energy, and I consider myself a very upbeat, glass-half-full type of person. I enjoy everything from a good jazz concert to a gathering with friends to watch an Arizona Cardinals or LA Rams game. I’ve always considered myself as a work in progress. You never stop learning, growing, and getting better. I believe in living a healthy lifestyle. Although I’m far from a muscle head, I do enjoy exercising and staying fit. To me, it is the best way to keep feeling and looking youthful.

			My relationship will be with a positive and optimistic person. I am looking for someone to share fun times with. I enjoy traveling, fitness, cooking, dining out, and music. I love to make people laugh, so a great sense of humor is a must. I enjoy an independent lifestyle. I’m ideally looking for a woman with a romantic side and a sense of adventure. I’m completely open to ethnic background and race. Physically, I’m more attracted to a woman with a kind heart. I never get tired of a nice smile and a pleasant demeanor. The rest we can work on. However, I’d really like to meet someone who is compatible with me to spend time with.

			I guess you can say that I’m guilty of being too career focused over the last decade to focus on a committed relationship. Someone who is caring and thoughtful, with a two-person team mentality. Not one who is materialistic and self-centered. No drama trauma. No head games! She will be both a great friend and (a) lover. Mutual chemistry and physical sexual attraction will have to exist. If you already have a boyfriend, I am not interested. I am not looking for someone just to email back and forth forever. Only those that are truly sincere and serious about meeting me for a potential relationship, please. I appreciate honesty, sincerity, truth, caring, understanding in every way.

			Your new friend,

			Tom 

			From: anniem@yahoo.com

			Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 7:37 AM

			To: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			Hey Tom,

			Thanks for reaching out this morning. I’m on the train on my way to Philly. I’m not a big fan of typing long notes on my phone, so I’ll email you back later today from my laptop. Have some meetings first thing, so maybe around lunchtime. By the way, you sound amazing! Love the photo of you at the concert.

			This guy is really handsome! Dresses nice. Enjoys outdoor concerts. So far, so good.

			From: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 7:45 AM

			To: anniem@yahoo.com

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			Okay. Let me know whenever you are free to talk. Take care and have a great meeting. 

			From: anniem@yahoo.com

			Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 12:32 PM

			To: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			Hi Tom,

			I have never written an email like this. I must admit, it’s a bit strange, but here goes.

			What I want you to know about me ...

			My best friend right now is my 95-(soon to be 96)-year-old mom who still lives independently in the home she and my dad built when they were married! She is an amazing woman! The oldest of nine children who grew up on a farm in the Midwest. She not only finished high school (which was a big deal back then) but also got her BA and her masters! I live about 30 minutes from her and spend most of my weekends taking her out to dinner, movies, shows, etc. In fact, my Christmas present to her was tickets to see Hamilton in NYC; she was thrilled! She’s so healthy. I’m fortunate to have this time with her.

			My son Jack (he’s 25) is a great young man. He’s still working on finding the ‘career’ job, but he’ll find his way. He’s smart as hell and so kind and considerate and a great listener. He’d make a great counselor! He’d like to work in research and analysis and get his masters. He’s easygoing, creative, and my pride and joy!

			I’m the youngest of four, the baby! I have two sisters and a brother. I’m close to all of them. I’m an optimist and always have been. I always have a smile on my face (unless I’m deep in thought) and love to laugh. In fact, I’m kind of known for my laugh.

			I have a strong work ethic. That is something my dad instilled in me. I have worked in consulting for nearly 10 years and just love it! Before that, I was in finance and HR for a global chemical company. When I was with the chemical company, I had the opportunity to live and work overseas in Australia for three and a half years and Belgium for four years. During that time, I had the wonderful chance to travel to Asia, South America, and Eastern and Western Europe. That was a dream come true! I love to travel, explore new places, and see the world.

			I treasure friendships. I think this is something especially important to women. I still have close friendships with my girlfriends from high school. There are five of us who get together for dinner every couple of months. I also still connect with a number of women from college. In fact, there is a large group of us meeting in NYC in April. And there are work friends. I have a handful of wonderful women I have worked with on consulting projects who have become good friends. I am very loyal to my friendships.

			I enjoy working out, always have! I used to be a jogger and miss it tremendously, but now do weights, cycling, and the elliptical. I agree with you that working out keeps us youthful. I love shoes and boots. As you, I like to dress up, but am comfortable in stretch pants and a T-shirt.

			I used to have a beagle; he was Jack’s dog. But it’s hard to have a dog when traveling so much for work and taking vacations, so I won’t get another anytime soon. His name was Zach, and he was a pistol. Way too smart for his own good! I love the outdoors as well, particular(ly) during the spring and fall months. I enjoy hiking and camping, but I prefer to have a place with a shower and (a) toilet.

			I’m pretty adventurous. I have the attitude that you ‘only live once’, so I like to have fun! I went skydiving once and fell in love with it! I love to zip line, quad, sled (not ski ... I’ll tell you why later).

			I don’t ‘love’ to cook, but I am pretty good at it. I would rather cook with someone. I’ll opt for popcorn before making a meal for myself! My most unhealthy habit is drinking Diet Coke or Diet Pepsi! Could be worse, right? I love vanilla ice cream and M&M’s (not together), and rarely buy them or else I’d be enormous!

			I like when a person is confident, but not arrogant. Respect for others is important to me. I appreciate an open mind. I want to fall in love again. I want to be someone’s world, and them to be mine. I’m a romantic. Having a physical and emotional attraction to someone is critical. I love hugs, holding hands, spooning, giving (and receiving) back scratches ... intimacy.

			That’s enough for now. Still want to speak? 

			From: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 5:11 PM

			To: anniem@yahoo.com

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			Thanks for your wonderful, long, and sweet mail. Yes, I would like to talk more and see how it goes between us. I am very honest, and I am like an open book. You can ask whatever you want to know about me. Do you have Hangouts so we can chat here right now? Tell me what you think. 

			From: anniem@yahoo.com

			Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 7:23 PM

			To: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			Hey Tom, I don’t even know what ‘Hangouts’ is – ha! I can speak this evening, any time after 8:00 pm. Happy to share my cell. Have a bit more flexibility tomorrow night. Which is better for you?

			I quickly search Google Hangouts, which is an online instant messaging app.

			I’ll have to figure out how to download that.

			From: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 7:50 PM

			To: anniem@yahoo.com

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			I would love to chat with you. So, we can talk back and forth. So go on Google and check out Hangouts. It’s very easy. I believe you can figure it out. Let me know what you think. Looking forward to talking with you.

			New friend,

			Tom 

			From: anniem@yahoo.com

			Sent: Tuesday January 3, 2017 8:13 PM

			To: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Subject:  Re: Hello Annie

			OK, technology issue solved. I just tried to ring you, so it now works! Apologies for all the emails. I’m quite proud of myself that I got this to work. 

			Hangouts – we’re now instant messaging

			Tom

			Hello

			Are you there?

			Annie

			Yes!

			I tried to ‘ring’ you, but it just rang ...

			I don’t even know how that works.

			lol!

			Hmmm, he suggested using Google Hangouts, so shouldn’t he know how it works?

			Lol

			So tell me, what are you doing now?

			Right now? Trying to video chat with you!

			Haha

			It says you are not on Hangouts ...

			How was your day like?

			My day was really good! Aside from the crappy weather moving into Philly, I got heaps done! Where were you today?

			My day was great. I went to the office to check on some paper works (sic).

			How long have you been single, without a man?

			Where’s your office?

			Oops, we are writing over each other.

			Brb. On phone 

			Brb … oh yeah, be right back. I had to think about that for a second …

			Good. That gives me a chance to think about how to answer your question. Ha!

			I’m here now

			Welcome back! So, I’ve been single/divorced since 2012. I’ve dated two guys since then. Have been just hanging with friends the past few months.

			What about you? You’re a good-looking man; you must date a lot.

			Thank you …

			That’s not an answer!

			I have been single for a few years now and I think its about time to be happy again. Life is too short.

			So, are you ready to be in a relationship right now? I asked because I don’t want to be hurt anymore.

			We should be speaking on the phone ... I’m not a big fan of this Hangouts thing. Yes, I’m ready to be in a relationship if I meet the right person. Neither of us can worry about getting hurt at this stage. 

			Interesting that he is jumping right to a relationship question … is that how online dating works? I haven’t even spoken to him on the phone yet, and he is talking about being hurt. He appears more confident in his photo than he sounds in his messages. 

			I want to speak on the phone also, but I would want us to talk on here and get to know each other better before we take it to the next level. I want to take a step at (a) time.

			I believe time will tell.

			No worries. Would just like to hear your voice. I don’t consider a phone call a commitment ...

			A phone call is ‘taking it to the next level’? Holy cow! I definitely don’t understand online dating protocols …

			I believe physical attraction and chemistry are important, but sometimes we need to have difference (sic) interests so we can learn from each other.

			I am (sic) divorced for ten years with no children because my ex couldn’t. Was married for five years and it was hell. My ex cheated and brought men to my house when I am (sic) gone for (sic) business trips and one of the men was my friend too. 

			Any children?

			You do not remember my long email? lol

			Yes, Jack, he’s 26 ... a great young man. 

			Yikes, did he not even read my email? Or is he talking to multiple women at once and can’t keep us straight? Definitely a ‘note to file’ for me. 

			I remember all that you said, but I would like to start all (over) again

			I keep adding a year to Jack ... he’s 25.

			Since we are getting to know each other better.

			I love children a lot ... I believe they are (a) blessing in our lives.

			You are right. I’m sorry you did not have kids of your own. I had a daughter as well ... one year before Jack. Her name was Sydney. She was stillborn, a very tragic event. I still think of her every day.

			Sorry for your loss.

			I believe she is in a good place now. Actually, my dad died when I was 35 years old. After my dad died, my mum also fell very sick and soon she also went (sic) away. When it comes to brothers and sisters, I do not have any brother or sister. I am alone, but my grandmother and my uncle always call me from Portugal.

			Were you born in Portugal? How did you end up in Pittsburgh?

			I was born in Lisbon.

			I was in New York before I moved to Pittsburgh because I wanted to be far away from my ex.

			Do you like Pittsburgh? It’s quite different from NY ... 

			Gosh, Pittsburgh … why would someone move there? I know there’s been a lot of investment in the city, but Portugal to NY to Pittsburgh … weird.

			I like Pittsburgh and I think it’s pretty cool here.

			Are you a one-man woman or are you are getting to know someone else?

			Well, I only signed onto this silly site last night, as you know. I learned how to change my profile to private, because I didn’t like getting winks and chats and stuff like that. One other man reached out; he lives in Syria right now! LOL! He’s in the Army. I figure I might speak to others until I actually get to know/meet someone and decide to spend time with them. Make sense? Are you expecting to only speak to me? We live kind of far apart to put all our eggs in one basket. 

			Heck, he lives 200 miles away! Does he really think I’m only going to speak to him? 

			I’m not skilled enough to date more than one person at a time. I believe it will be very confusing dating two people at a time, so I would like to take one day at a time. So I must say I am going to get to know you for now and see where it leads, and when there is the need to go back on Match I will, but for now I am only talking to you and only you.

			I think distance isn’t a factor either; if the hearts find each other, they will find a way to get together. I must say though it isn’t as wonderful as living within an hour of each other, as the hugging and kissing can’t occur. If we can talk online, on the phone, or in person, it should all be the same honest conversation. Everyone looking seems to have their own idea of how relationships are formed. I truly believe in mental attraction equally with physical attraction (sic). I am a true person (sic). I would not deceive people, so you can trust that what I write or say is the real thing. So, distance can work to an (sic) advantage of really getting to know someone for who they are, not just for the physical attraction which can fade.

			That all makes sense to me, Tom. I welcome the chance to get to know each other via Hangouts, email, etc. I am an honest person as well. I won’t lead you on or deceive you. But right now, we are not dating. We are just two people getting acquainted. If you start dating someone, or I start dating someone, we can let each other know. Fair enough?

			Strange, his image is fading out as if he's off-line.

			You get a lot of calls! Ha. Your picture fades when you appear off-line.

			Dating … I definitely don’t consider chatting on Hangouts to be dating. I’m not shutting down my profile because we started to chat. I don’t even know how to shut down my profile!

			Oh, okay ... But I don’t (know) why. I think I will check it later. 

			So, are you ready for that special man?

			Absolutely! I deserve him!

			I am single, happy, and looking for a woman to spend time with and explore life. I love to spend time with people, friends, or strangers. It is good and brings energy. I love to travel but always want to go back to the comfort of my home. Nice quiet nights watching a movie or talking and sharing thoughts. Can I be that lucky man?

			Oh boy, wasn’t ready for that question … how do I dance around that?

			And you deserve to be happy and loved as well!!! Regardless of where this leads, I want you to fall in love again and put those old memories of hurt and pain behind you.

			By the way, I love watching movies at home!!!

			Communication and trust are the cornerstones of a good relationship. It is important to be able to talk and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas.

			I love watching movies at home too. I don’t have much confidence in the psychic abilities of others to know what I am thinking, so I usually say what is on my mind.

			That works for me! I’m pretty open myself. Or at least I will ask a question if I don’t understand something that has been said. This is also important when we’re emailing or typing ... it’s hard to know the tone sometimes.

			One last question ... and then I must go work out. How many languages do you speak? And what are they?

			I believe it all depends on us and how we communicate with each other. I speak English and Portuguese. You?

			English, a bit of Spanish. A little French ... and I’m teaching myself German.

			Awesome! I now have a teacher. Lol

			Would you like to be my teacher to teach me how to French? (sic)

			LOL! Do you mean speak French?

			Sorry, I mean speak

			Oui!

			Haha

			Do you know what you want in a new partner?

			Companionship, intellectual stimulation, adventure, friendship, tenderness, passion, respect, honesty, financial stability, kindness. Those things would be a high priority.

			What about you?

			I want someone who I can talk to about anything, someone who would be happy to just go out for a coffee and have a laugh without drink, drugs, or arguments. Someone I can spend a lovely, peaceful time with without it costing the earth. Kindness, gentleness, understanding, fidelity, truthfulness, togetherness, independence. If two people lean on each other they will fall apart. They both need to be able to stand alone, only then can they stand together.

			I want someone that isn’t afraid to show affection whether it be in public or private. Someone that I can talk with about anything and someone that can make me laugh for starters. I want someone warm, caring, and trusting.

			I think he has answered that question before…

			I think we both want similar things ... except I don’t drink coffee or tea ... so, we’ll have to go to a place that serves Diet Pepsi or Diet Coke. Ha.

			Oh I see

			That’s a deal breaker, isn’t it? lol!

			No problem with that. No, not at all.

			Yes … You sound very interesting. 

			I would like to know more about you.

			Sounds good, my new friend, Tom. I’m glad you saw my profile and reached out. Oh, one thing. I’m 57 not 56. My profile is wrong, but everything else is correct.

			And this is where you say I only look 47!!!

			You are beautiful and you don’t look like your age.

			Perfect response! On that note, have a great night. Sleep well. I’ll be working from home, so I’ll be able to chat again, but not for an hour, unless it’s the evening.

			Okay. Let me know when you are up tomorrow

			Ciao for now!

			Goodnight

			Goodnight, Tom. 

			He sounds like a nice man. Definitely has been hurt before, so he’s pretty cautious. And he’s also very straightforward about what he’s looking for. Being on a dating site is quite an education for me. I’m not used to sharing so much via email or instant messaging with someone I haven’t met in person. I would like to hear his voice. 

		

	
		
			
Day 3, January 3 

			
I’m Tom Miller

			From: Tom Miller <happysmile4868@gmail.com>

			Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2017 7:03 AM

			To: anniem@yahoo.com

			Subject:  Good morning

			A great day starts with a good morning! How are you today? Begin today with a heaping (sic) spoonful of energy! Sprinkle it with lots of happiness, sunshine, and smiles!! Add a generous helping of optimism to keep you going!!! I hope you enjoyed your night. It was nice talking to you last night. It would be nice for us to get to know each other better and keep it going. I trust everything you told me, and I want you to know if you want to make a relationship work, you have to trust one another. And trust is very important to me. Let me know what time you will be online so we can talk and get to know each other more.
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