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The doctrine of eternal security or “Once Saved, Always Saved” is one of the most debated and controversial issues in the churches today. I have discussed that issue on many occasions and preached many messages on it through my over 40 years in the ministry. I have some dear missionary friends that work with the North American Indians that came up with the phrase, “If Saved, Always Saved,” which makes a lot more sense to me. Many of those who disagree with the eternal security of the believer think that it gives a child of God the license to just live it up and sin all you want to and still die and go to Heaven, regardless of how they lived their lives after becoming a child of God.

This study on Eternal Security will show the fallacy of that kind of teaching and expose the truth concerning the difference between relationship and fellowship. I myself had some problems understanding the teaching of eternal security when I first entered the ministry in 1979. We will examine closely the scriptures that teach the truths of eternal security and also look at others that seem to contradict it in this book.

All scripture references used are from the King James Bible. My prayer is that this study will help you to understand the eternal security of the believer and will motivate us to do more to advance the cause of Christ.

Dr. Johnny Woodard~DD

President:

The Bread Of Life International 

Bible Correspondence Institute
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Chapter I
 How Can These Things Be?
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JOHN 3:9 NICODEMUS answered and said unto him, How can these things be?

One of the biggest obstacles Satan uses to deny the eternal security of the believer is to confuse people about the difference between relationship and fellowship. I have four children, 3 daughters and one son. There is no crime or evil deed they can do that will result in any one of them going back in time and not being born to me and my wife Jewel.

Heb 7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.

The writer of Hebrews used the word “uttermost” in describing those who Jesus saves. The word uttermost carries the meaning of being entirely full or complete. When a lost sinner comes to Jesus and trusts Him for salvation, a marvelous thing takes place. He or she is born into God’s family and all their sins from past, present to future are covered by the blood of Jesus. For to be truly saved and then lose salvation or become unsaved, the meaning of uttermost could not be applied to the finished work of redemption Jesus accomplished on the cross.

John 3:1-3 

1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

There are many Bible truths to be gained from Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus one night many years ago. Nicodemus was a very educated man, a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin Council. The Sanhedrin men were members of the Pharisees who acted as judges in matters of the Jewish laws and customs. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus at night mainly by fear of what would happen to him if he were seen in a conversation with Jesus. However, Nicodemus believed that Jesus was sent by God and wanted to know more about His teaching. The miracles Jesus performed made a great impression on him and convinced him that he needed to know all he could about Him and His ministry. When Jesus told him that he needed to be born again, he could not understand how anyone could be born twice. What he did not understand is that Jesus was not referring to physical births, but to Spiritual births. Jesus later on explained to Nicodemus about the true meaning of being born again. 
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