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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”


  




  

    
“Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Shilpi Somaya Gowda is a writer and her first novel is the international bestseller Secret Daughter. She was born and raised in Scarborough, Ontario after her parents migrated to Canada from Mumbai. Her father was an engineer for IBM Canada until retirement and her mother worked as an economist with the Ontario government. Shilpi got her education in the United States. She got her Bachelor’s Degree in Economics from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her MBA from Stanford University. (2) (3)(6) (47)




    Through her years of growing up, Shilpi’s parents brought her to visits in India, in Bombay. She went but alone for the first time when she was nineteen to do a volunteer work in an orphanage. She was married and pregnant with their second daughter when her husband got a good job in Dallas and they moved there from California. It was in Dallas that she’d conceived what she called her “third child”, the book Secret Daughter. Shilpi had been writing since she was a child but started really writing with the goal to publish in 2006. She felt it an ideal time—in the back of her mind she had always known the time would arrive for her to write seriously. But in that year, a combination of events—geographic move, professional change, a second child—created not only the space for her to focus but also the maturity for her to create something she felt would be enough to offer. She found an agent after returning to California and the book finally sold to HarperCollins two years after she finished writing it. The book started to sell well after receiving good reviews and audience excitement, but it went far beyond her expectations! Until now, Shilpi still finds the experience to be overwhelming, and very, very humbling. (46) (47)
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