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INTRODUCTION

	 

	 

	The Injustice of Place: Uncovering the Legacy of Poverty in America" by H. Luke Shaefer, Kathryn Edin, and Timothy Jon Nelson, is a profound examination of entrenched poverty in often overlooked areas of the United States. 

	 

	The authors, renowned for their research into poverty in America, shift their focus from the nation's poorest people to its poorest places, revealing a startling reality. 

	 

	They discovered that America's most disadvantaged communities are predominantly rural, contrary to the common perception that the most severe poverty is found in big cities. 

	 

	This significant finding spurred a five-year investigative journey through regions like Appalachia, the Cotton and Tobacco Belts of the Deep South, and South Texas.

	 

	Throughout the book, the authors delve into centuries of local history, participate in community events, and engage deeply with the residents of these areas. They uncover the legacies of extreme poverty in the United States, highlighting how inequalities affect people's health, livelihoods, and chances for upward social mobility. 

	 

	 

	The book identifies these areas as "internal colonies," which have been exploited for their resources by powerful forces and corrupt government officials and then left to collapse. The authors argue that these regions share a common history of intense resource extraction and human exploitation, demanding a reckoning and a renewed commitment to address poverty at its roots.

	 

	The book's detailed analysis reveals that these communities suffer from environmental degradation, inadequate services, and shortened life expectancies. They are characterized by unequal schooling, resource extraction, corruption, and poor governance. 

	 

	The authors note that when natural disasters strike, government assistance often exacerbates existing divides, favoring the more affluent and neglecting the most vulnerable. Additionally, while many perceive rural America as predominantly white, the research found that the most disadvantaged areas are actually rural communities of color. 

	 

	Residents in these disadvantaged communities have a life expectancy up to a decade shorter than those in more advantaged areas, and in some rural places, the rate of violent crime is on par with large cities like Chicago.

	 

	 


The book is not just an exposition of the problem; it also offers optimism. The authors engage with activist residents and suggest solutions like ending separate but unequal schooling and recommitting to addressing violence and isolation through social mobility and the restoration of public spaces.

	 

	In summary, "The Injustice of Place" is a powerful and alarming portrayal of poverty in America, rooted in a thorough investigation into the persistent connection between poverty and place. It uncovers the historical and ongoing exploitation of certain regions and their populations, offering insights into the complex web of factors that perpetuate poverty in these areas. 

	 

	The book calls for a new War on Poverty, focused intently on the nation's areas of deepest need, advocating for systemic changes to uplift these forgotten communities
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