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«My dream is to spread wealth to all Nigerians» 


	- Aliko Dangote
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DEDICATION


	 


	This book is dedicated to all those who want to impact the world by unleashing their legendary talents.


	 




INTRODUCTION


	 


	Have you ever wanted to know why some people live a life of wealth and abundance, while most struggle financially? Are there qualities, characteristics, and traits wealthy people share in common, that the vast majority don't have or don't ever develop? The answer is a resounding - Yes!


	In this groundbreaking book,  “THE  21 SECRETS OF SUCCESS IN BUSINESS DRAWN FROM THE LEGENDARY JOURNEY OF THE RICHEST BLACK BUSINESSMAN IN THE WORLD,” Aliko DANGOTE the "noble son of KANO," reveals the answers to all questions about happiness, money, wealth, success, prosperous and abundant life, throughout his legendary and exciting career.


	You'll discover the fundamental principles, methods, and strategies he has used to achieve prosperity and  his incredible dream to be the RICHEST BLACK BUSINESSMAN  IN  THE  WORLD. Within these pages, you will go to the exciting and wonderful discovery of the 21 Secrets that led to the building of Africa's largest industrial and financial empire estimated at 25 billion dollars by Forbes magazine in its recent ranking in  March 2014. By comprehending the methods and techniques that have been used to create wealth, you're going to know how to break the barriers standing in your way of affluence and achievement.
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ANCESTRY


	 


	Young Aliko was born in the ancient city of Kano of the famed groundnut pyramids. Kano has been a commercial center for centuries with it being a focal point for all kinds of economic activities, ranging from the sale of slaves in exchange for salt to the trade in spices, kola nuts, leather, cotton, sugar, and gold. Alhaji Alhassan Dantata (given the alias Tata by the nurse who raised him; Dantata means “the son of Tata”) was his maternal great grandfather and he also learned the art of business and making money from his own father.


	By 1913, he was the largest exporter of kola nuts in West Africa. The coming of the colonial masters with the railway was too good an opportunity for him, so he took advantage of the rails to move his kola nuts along the Lagos-Kano route. 


	With time, he became the sole distributor for the Lever Brothers  (later   Unilever),   and in addition to the profits of the groundnut boom, he was already super-rich, the richest in Nigeria. By 1955, when he died, he was clearly, the richest in West Africa.


	The children of the late polygamous merchant swore to an oath by the Holy Koran with their father on the deathbed, to work together and not split the family’s business empire. Till today, the Dantatas run things in Nigeria -without any complaints.


	Groundnut trader,  Sanusi  Alhassan Dantata, Nigeria’s first millionaire, was the eldest of the siblings and was the overseer of the family’s business activities. 


	Dangote grew up in the loving care of his maternal grandfather, Sanusi who took Aliko, his first grandson, into his care after the untimely death of his father. 


	 transformed the family business even beyond the wildest dreams of their late father. This grand old rich man died in 1997 and left many children, two of whom are Mariya,  his eldest  daughter and  Umm Aliko (the mother of Aliko).  Going back to the 1950s  Mohammed Dangote, was a businessman, fellow member, and ally of Sanusi Dantata. This man would later meet Mariya, the daughter of his friend, through her father and his business associate, Sanusi Dantata. Mohammed Dangote dabbled into politics and was even a member, Northern House of Assembly and belonged to the  Northern  People’s Congress  (NPC)  of the  Sardauna of Sokoto,  Sir  Ahmadu  Bello.  
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