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When I first heard Pino Lella's story, my life was changed. He
was the hero and basis of my historical novel 
Beneath a Scarlet Sky. After researching his story, I
retraced his journey back to the neighborhood where I'd first heard
it. 
The Long Trek is historical fiction based on an
extraordinary tale of World War II and its aftermath. The author
tracked the Martels' route through present-day Moldova, Romania,
Hungary, Czech Republic, and Poland. The author hopes the book will
give comfort and courage to the afflicted and understanding of
ordinary people.
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When I first heard Pino
Lella's story, my life was changed. He was the hero and basis of my
historical novel 
Beneath a Scarlet Sky. After researching
his story, I retraced his journey back to the neighborhood where
I'd first heard it. 
The Long Trek is historical fiction based
on an extraordinary tale of World War II and its aftermath. The
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Late March 1944 Romanian
Governorate of Transnistria 

        
The rumble of war was getting closer by the
minute. They had argued with Emil about whether they should run
with the Nazis or wolves. Adeline said she was feeling what she
always did about Emil - that he was not only a good man, but also a
loyalist. Adeline watched as a leaf from the previous autumn lifted
from the dead grass to Adeline's left, spun, looped, and danced
across the stubble and around her and the boys. It reminded her of
a night long before when she'd seen money appear on the wind. 

        
 

        
Emil held on to the wagon with one hand,
gasping, his eyes closed, his features twisted with pain as his
free hand clawed at his chest. For the first time, the true stakes
of the journey that lay before him and his family became clear.
Adeline's mother-in-law was jawing at Adeline's sister Malia. Lydia
Losing had been kicked by a mule as a fifteen-year-old. Another
cannon barrage began, this one close enough to shake the ground
beneath their feet. 

        
 

        
Adeline Losing recalls sitting beside her father
in the fields of Friedenstal, looking out over the golden hills of
grain. She felt completely safe and totally in love with her
surroundings. For a time, she had walked around looking over both
shoulders for fear wolves would burst from the forest. A valley
like that we can call home? A place we'll never leave? Emil's face
tightened; he didn't look at her when he said it. 
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Chapter Two

        
        
She felt hungry and
hungrier as she scrubbed the last big pot of the day. Adeline put
on her heavy wool coat, a gift from an aunt, and headed out into
the night. Adeline's family lived in Schoenfeld, a farming colony
that dated back to when Catherine the Great reigned. Before the
Bolshevik Revolution, it had been a thriving colony of ethnic Black
Sea Germans who produced high-yield crops that helped feed
themselves and Russia. She ran faster and fought dark imaginations,
all of them feeding into one another until her mind was flooded
with the murder of the two dogs that had just been killed. 

        
 

        
A whole kilo. Her father's face fell as he
listened to her story. Adeline's father looked at the harness with
the awl, the big-eyed needle, and the leather cord. "One of the new
fools flapping his jaws," her mother said. The mood at the dinner
table that evening was somber; Adeline feared what the dead dogs
meant. 

        
 

        
Adeline's father Karl Losing was struck in the
gut by a baton and fell to the floor. "I promise you all I will
come back!" her father shouted as he was dragged off into the
night. 
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Chapter three

        
        
Adeline could remember
her father disappearing into the darkness of that terrible night as
if it happened yesterday. Lydia had never stopped believing her
husband would return. Adeline looked past her mother's wagon and
saw six or seven others behind her, all driven by women, all widows
of Stalin. Adeline looked north and saw the bruised clouds coming
fast. The snow became driving sheets of white spiraling out of the
northwest and hitting them sideways. 

        
 

        
With every gust, the wagon creaked and groaned,
and the bonnet stretched and squealed across the bowed wood frame.
His mother-in-law, Adeline, and the boys were huddled against the
side of the wagon, shivering. Thor and Oden ducked their heads away
from the oncoming gale and snow, and before Emil could stop them,
they had gone right, off the track, and were gaining speed. He
yanked at the bits in their mouths, forcing their heads lower and
lower, until they finally slowed and stopped. He turned the wagon
broadside to the wind and set the brake; they were buffeted by
gusts but otherwise unharmed. 
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