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TOP PLAYERS

James Richardson Spensley
(Stoke Newington, May 17, 1867 — Mainz,
November 10, 1915)

The father of Genovese soccer and a
pioneer of the game in Italy.

Spensley took an active role in the early
championships won by Genoa, first as a
back, then as a goalie. A leader and a true
captain in and out of the field, he won the
first six championships and, as a coach, the
second division championship in 1904,
lining up all Genovese youngsters (Genoa
was in 1902 the first team in the junior
championships, established by Swiss
player Attilio Salvade).

Later he became a referee; once retired,
he established in 1910 the first Boy Scouts
section, in Genova.

Spensley met a heroic death following the
wounds suffered on September 28, 1915 in
the Loos battle, trying to help a soldier,
probably an enemy.

Giovanni De Pra

(Genova, June 28, 1900 — Genova, June
15, 1979)

Brightest star in the history of Genoa: with
the red & blue shirt, goalie De Pra won the
1922-23 and 1923-24 championships. He
never got over the events of 1924-25, the
finals against Bologna, and especially the
first play-off of June 7 : with Genoa ahead
2-1, De Pra deflected in corner a kick by
the Bologna player Muzzioli. The Bologna
fans invaded the field and the referee
validated the goal. The game ended 2-2;
Genoa will lose the third play-off and its
tenth “scudetto”.

Count Marone Cinzano, president of
Torino, offered De Pra heaven and earth to
join his team, but De Pra politely declined:
“I'm Genoan”.
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In 1928 De Pra, with the Italian national
team, won bronze medal at the
Amsterdam olympics. On his deathbed, he
asked for his medal to be buried in front of
the North bleachers.

Felice Levratto

(Carcare, October 26, 1904 — Genova,
June 30, 1968)

The ultimate bomber: some of his shots
could break the goal’s net.

Levratto played 187 games with Genoa
between 1925 and 1932, and scored 86
times.

Bronze medal with the Italian national
team at the Amsterdam olympics, 1928.

Guillermo Stabile

(Buenos Aires, January 17, 1905 — Buenos
Aires, December 26, 1966)

November 14, 1930: Guillermo Stabile, top
scorer of the 1930 World cup, lands in
Genova, acclaimed by a crowd. On March
29,1931, an accident in a friendly game
with Alessandria put a stop to his career.

Juan Carlos Verdeal

(Puerto Madryn, May 29, 1918 - Rio de
Janeiro, October 1999)

Though not very well known internationally,
old Genoa Fans remember him as the best
player Genoa ever had. A veritable
globetrotter, he shifted between apathy
and mercurial moments which enabled him
to win, as if were, a game all by himself,
with unstoppable dribbling and clever
assists.

Gunnar Green
(G&teborg, October 31, 1920 - Goteborg,
November 10, 1991)
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IS IT IN ENGLISH?

ovember 2021, Genova: under the

frescoed ceiling of the Sala del
Consiglio in Palazzo Ducale, a reminder of
commercial and maritime glory of yore, the
new Genoa of 777 Partners presents the
president Antonio Zangrillo: medical
researcher, top clinician at San Raffaele
hospital in Milano, but most of all Genovese
and on top of that a rabid Genoa fan.

After the proceedings, Josh Wander of 777
partners is presented with a copy of “Genoa
per noi”, a book on soccer like no other,
made up of 400 stories or family
photographs of red & blue fans, sort of a
mosaic journal from the legendary North
bleachers of the Luigi Ferraris stadium (aka
“Genoa’s stadium”).

Josh Wander thanks me warmly, before
asking: “Is it in English?”

| wasn't’ caught completely unprepared,
since I'd given it a little thought. “This will
be our next step”, | reply in my tourist
English.

As a matter of fact, | had envisioned in
Genoa's new ownership the chance for a
new, international mindset, mindful of our
history and tradition but aware at the same
time of a new global dimension.

So, here is, in its English version, “Gente di
Genoa", the second, great book of the red
& blue people and the first book ever on
Genoa in a language other than Italian.
With around 800 photos and 100 texts by
fans or former Genoa players, “Gente di
Genoa" is, in a way, a collective history , a
portrait of the soul of the oldest Italian
soccer club.

The Publisher
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between northern and southern teams.
Genoa wins in Bologna, 2-1; apparently, it's
done. But the Genova team fails signally
with the same score in the return game in
Genova.

June 7, 1925: play-off in Milan. Genoa ends
the first half on 2-0; in the second half,
something mysterious takes place: the
game ends 2-2. Second play-off in Turin,
July 5: 1-1; fans of the two teams clash at
the Porta Nuova train station.

Third play-off closed to the public, near
Milan, on August 9: Bologna wins 2-0 and
conquers its first “scudetto”.

1937

On June 6, Genoa beats Roma in Florence,
1-0, and wins the Italia Cup.

The Thirties: Genoa in Europe

After an unexpected setback and
consequent relegation in second division,
Genoa (renamed “Genova"” and “Genova
1893" under Fascism) is again in the
spotlight of the championship and plays
the Central Europe Cup: in 1937 it only

goes as far as the quarterfinal (tie 2-2 in
Vienna with SK Admira; the return game
never took place due to an intervention of
the Italian Ministry of Interior, following
some anti-italian rallies in Austria).

In 1938, coached once again by Mister
Garbutt, Genoa will get to semifinals: 4-2
against Slavia Praga (prospective winner of
the cup), 0-4 in the return game.

1992 — Genoa takes by storm
the Anfield Road stadium

March 18, 1992: Genoa'’s greatest moment
since 1945, the victory at the Anfield Road
Stadium in Liverpool (first Italian team
ever), quarterfinals of UEFA Cup: 2-1.
Having won the first leg 2-0, Genoa gets to
semifinal; it will lose to Amsterdam Ajax.

2009-10

Genoa is back in Europe. Having defeated
the Danes of Odense, Genoa faces
Valencia, Lille and Slavia Praga in Round B
of Europe League. It will end up at the
third place and go out.

1
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Genova, close to the Marassi stadium. Nils
Liedholm, coach of Rome, took note of the
youngster and in 1981 brought him to
Rome.

René Vandereycken

(Spalbeek, July 22, 1953)

Vice-champion of Europe with the Belgian
national team in 1980, Vandereycken
joined Genoa in 1981. A great playmaker
and a sharpshooter, in 1983, after a knee
injury, he moved to Anderlecht.

Jan Peters

(Groesbek, August 18, 1954)

Third with the Dutch national team at the
1976 European Championship. A strong,
resilient midfielder, he joined Genoa in
1982 and played beautifully in tandem with
Vandereycken till the Belgian’s knee
accident. Peters also suffered several
injuries which obstructed his career. He
wore the red and blue shirt till 1985, even
going down to second division with it in
1984.

Claudio Branco

(Bagé, April 4, 1964)

World Champion with Brazil in 1994,
Branco was a star of the early 90s Genoa,
especially thanks to his spin free kicks. It
was Branco to score the second goal in the
game which brought Genoa to the
quarterfinals against Liverpool at Anfield
Road, UEFA Cup 1992; and he scored the
goal of 1-0 against Juventus, worth the 4th
place in 1990-91 championship and
consequently the European qualification.
He also scored, on a free kick, in the
November 25 derby which ended up on a
Christmas postcard...

Tomas Skuhravy

(PBerov nad Labem, September 7, 1965)
Top Czech goalscorer. Physically imposing,
Skuhravy contributed substantially to
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Genoa'’s fourth place in 1990-91 and to
1991-92 UEFA Cup. In Genova, on October
3, 1991, he scored at the last minute; the
stadium went wild like never before.

Carlos Pato Aguilera
(Montevideo, September 21, 1964)
Aplayer in the Uruguay national team.
Small, nimble and fast, technically gifted,
he was the ideal partner for giant Skuhravy.
Goleador and a master of assists, he
entered Genoa's history for the two goals
inflicted to Liverpool at Anfield Road on
March 18, 1992.

Fulvio Collovati

(Teor, May 9, 1957)

The stopper in the Italian national team
which won the 1982 World Cup. He joined
Genoa in 1989 and with his experience and
incisiveness helped bringing it in Europe in
1991 (coach Bagnoli).

Christian Panucci

(Savona, April 12, 1973)

Panucci, winner of a Champions league in
1994 with Milan and of another one with
Real Madrid in 1998, made his debut in
first division in 1992 with Genoa. He
started shining the following year; Genoa
sold him to Milan in 1993.

Kazuoshi Miura

(Shizuoka, February 26, 1967)

Winner of 1992 Asian Cup with the
Japanese national team, Miura didn't
exactly leave a mark in Genoa, scoring just
one goal in 1994-95 (albeit in a derby). He
went back to Japan the following year.

He holds the distinction of being, at 55,
the oldest player still active in professional
soccer, a fact which made him very popular
in his home country.
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Genoa is Genoa.
Everybody else just plays soccer

Giovanni Battista Alessandro Malatesta,
"U Sandru"
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Gold medal with the Swedish national
team at 1948 London olympics, vice-World
champion in 1958. Known as “the
Professor”, probably due to his bald head,
he played with Genoa in 1955-56 and
contributed to the last game of that
championship, won by Genoa 3-1 on
Fiorentina, already champion and to that
point undefeated; Genoa managed thus to
keep its 1922-23 record of invincibility.

Julio Cesar Abbadie

(San Ramén, September 7, 1930 —
Montevideo, July 16, 2014)

A sheer talent, semifinalist with Uruguay in
the 1954 World Cup, he joined Genoa in
1956. A superior player, albeit inconsistent
(probably also due to a pleurisy which
prevented him to play), he was hastily sold
in 1960.

Six years later, Abbadie won the
Intercontinental Cup with Pefiarol, against
Real Madrid.

Giorgio Ghezzi

(Cesenatico, July 10, 1930 - Forli,
December 12, 1990)

Known as “Kamikaze” for his reckless
dives, he was the goalie for Milan,
European champion in 1963, and for
Genoa in the 1958-59 season.

Luigi “Gigi” Meroni

(Como, February 24, 1943 - Turin,
October 15, 1967)

“The ltalian George Best”, Meroni made
his debut in first division with Genoa in
1962-63 and started to shine the following
year. The financial problems which have
plagued Genoa since 1945 caused him to
be sold to Torino. Part of the Italian
national team in the 1966 World Cup,
Meroni was knocked down by a car while
crossing the street in Turin and died the
night of October 15, 1967

Roberto Rosato

(Chieri, August 18, 1943 — Chieri, June 20,
2010)

Europe and World champion with Milan in
1969, Europe Champion in 1968 and vice
World champion in 1970 with the ltalian
national team, winner with Milan of Coppa
delle Coppe in 1973. “Angel Face”,
implacable but most fair stopper, joined
Genoa in the summer of 1973 (the team
was just back from second division) and
stayed till 1977, getting back to first
division in 1976.

Mario Corso

(Verona, August 25, 1941 — Milano, June
20, 2020)

Star of the Great Inter, an imaginative and
technically skilled player, Europe and
World Champion in 1964 and 1965, Corso
joined Genoa, just back in first division, in
1973, staying for two seasons.

Roberto Pruzzo

(Crocefieschi, April 1, 1955)

Astar of Roma in the Champions League
1983-84 (and a scorer in the final with
Liverpool, 1-1), “O’Rey” started out in
Genoa. Top scorer in second division,
1975-76, the following year, in first division,
Pruzzo scored 18 times. At first coveted by
Juventus, in 1978 he joined Roma and in
1983 won the “scudetto”.

Bruno Conti

(Nettuno, March 13, 1955)

Astar of the Italian triumph in the1982
World Cup, Bruno Conti first showed his
talent with Genoa in 1975-76, second
division, then again in 1978-79.

Sebastiano “Sebino” Nela

(Rapallo, March 13, 1961)
Vice-champion of Europe with Roma in
1984, this irrepressible back came of age in
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HIGHLIGHTS

September 7, 1983

The “Genoa Cricket and Athletic Club”
sees the light of the offices of the British
Consulate in via Palestro 10/4, Genova.

March 20, 1896

James Richardson Spensley, English
physician in charge of the British coalers’
crews in Genoa, joins the club, introducing
soccer.

May 8, 1898

Genoa wins the 1st Italian soccer
championship at the Umberto | cycling
track in Turin. In the morning semifinal,
Genoa defeats 2-0 the Reale Societa
Ginnastica di Torino. In the afternoon final,
Genoa beats International of Turin
(International had previously beaten
Torinese, 2-1). After 90 the score is 1-1.
Genoa prevails in the overtimes with a goal
by Leaver.

1899

On January 2nd, Genoa changes its name
in “Genoa Cricket and Football Club”; on
April 16 it conquers his second national
title, beating International of Turin in a
home game at Ponte Carreggi.

1900

April 22: at the Umberto | cycling track in
Turin, Genoa beats once more the
International of Turin (3-1 after overtime)
and becomes Italian champion for the third
time, in so doing earning the Challenge
Cup, nowadays in display at the Historical
Museum of Genoa.
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1902

April 13: Genoa-Milan 2-0 in Ponte
Carrega, goals by Pasteur and Salvadé.
Genoais Italian champion for the fourth
time.

1903

April 13: Genoa-Juventus 3-0, again in
Ponte Carrega. Genoa earns its fifth ltalian
title.

1904

March 27, Genoa-Juventus 1-0, again in
Ponte Carrega, with a long shot goal by
Bugnion. Sixth national title for Genoa.

1915

Genoa leads by two points on Torino in the
final Northern Italy round. The round final,
Genoa-Torino, doesn't take place due to
the outbreak of First world war.

After the War, Genoa is declared Italian
champion.

1922-23

Genoa wins its 8th title with 17 wins, 5 ties
and no defeats.

1923-24

Genoa wins its 9th title and becomes the
first Italian team to sport the “Scudetto”
sewn on the shirt.

1924-25

Genoa and Bologna won respectively
Round A and Round B of Northern Italy
and play a double match to access the
Championship final against the winner of
the South round: this is purely a matter of
form, given the enormous technical gap
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ABOUT US

G enoa Cricket and Football Club was
established on September 7, 1983,
originally as “Cricket and Athletic Club”. In
1896 James Richardson Spensley, English
physician, scholar, philanthropist and
sportsman, will add soccer to the the
specialties of the fledgling club.

The first Italian soccer championship took
place in 1898: Genoa won, as it did in 1899
and 1900 and again in 1902, 1903, 1904.
Soccer became rapidly popular in Italy and
at the beginning of the XX century great
new teams like Torino (1906) and Inter
(1908) joined other established clubs like
Milan and Juventus. Other teams, for
instance Pro Vercelli, turned out to be valid
outsiders. Genoa won another
championship in 1915: the Red & Blues
were leading the North round when, on
May 24, 1915, Italy entered the Great war.
Its victory was sanctioned only four years
later.

The early Twenties were Genoa’s golden
age: with Mister William Garbutt as a
coach, Genoa displayed eight Genovese
players, who were also part of the Italian
national team. This formidable lineup won
the 1922-23 and 1923-1924 championships,
the former undefeated.

With its growing popularity, soccer ceased
to be an amateur sport and started
attracting businessmen and industrialists.
In 1923 the Agnelli family (FIAT automotive
company) bought Juventus; the following
year, count Marone Cinzano became
Torino's president.

Then the fascists got into the game: after
seizing power towards the end of 1922,
they made the sport a propaganda vehicle.
Genoa, soon rebranded “Genova”, kept to
its traditional dimension and was made to
pay for it: in 1925 the Bologna team, which

counted the gerarca Leandro Arpinati
among its staunchest supporters (he will
become president of Federcalcio in 1926),
won its first championship defeating
Genoa in the finals of the North Italy round
(the South having only outsiders), but the
result was controversial, so much that “The
Guardian”, the authoritative British
newspaper, only a few years ago defined it
the greatest wrong ever inflicted to a team
(Genoa) in the history of soccer.

After the Second world war, the decline
and fall of the Red & Blues appeared
unstoppable: besides, Genoa itself was a
city on her way down, more and more
characterized by the cumbersome
presence of state-subsidized industry and
by an outdated port. Genoa's old high
society recoiled from certain greedy
industrial practices geared to quick gains,
and all the more from investing on soccer,
namely on corporate image and public
relations. As a result, Genoa managed to
barely get by between first and second
division, sometimes third (twice).

The fourth position in the 1990-91
championship, which preluded to Genoa
defeating Liverpool in UEFA Cup in 1992
(when president was the Calabrian-
Genovese Aldo Spinelli) can be discounted
as an anomaly, and the same goes for the
Europa League, 2009-10 (with president
Enrico Preziosi, a “foreigner”), when the
team could count on Thiago Motta and
Diego Alberto Milito, later both sold, and
on coach Gian Piero Gasperini.

The year 2021 opened a season of hope
and dreams thanks to the new ownership:
777 Partners, financially solid and with a
firm belief in Genoa's strength.
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7+7+7 = 1+8+9+3: IN GENOA WE TRUST

hinking beyond, planning beyond.

Beyond that eagerness which, like a
finger, the average lItalian soccer fan likes
to point at the moon and secretly to the
Star the championship.
The plan of the new Genoa owners could
be thus summarized: think globally,
without lingering on contingencies,
rather thinking of them as of stepping
stones towards a strategical purpose:
making Genoa great again, in ltaly first,
then in Europe.

The relegation to second division doesnt
need to be seen as anything more than a
bump in the road, to be promptly

mended: Only one year, Josh Wander
said at the post-championship press
conference. It was, more than a promise,
the indication of a goal.

Some wished for a revolution after the
relegation; some others asked for blood.
Fact is, 777s strategy has a larger scope
and they made it clear: they are here to
stay, not one year, maybe 10, maybe 20,
maybe 40 years. Hence, their plan for a
Genoa the world will have to reckon with,
a Genoa which will walk on its own legs,
on the strength of virtually unlimited
funds; a Genoa with a stadium of his own,
open all week, heart and pulse of activity
and passion.
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Aldair

(Ilhéus, October 30, 1965)

World champion with Brazil in 1994, vice-
champion in 1998, “Pluto” joined Genoa
approaching the end of his career, in the
2003-04 season. Genoa was in second
division but Aldair, earnest and consistent,
won a place in the heart of the fans.

Diego Alberto Milito

(Bernal, June 12, 1979)

It is not widely known that “El Principe”,
Europe and World champion with Inter in
2010, was discovered by Genoa in 2004
and bought from Racing Avellaneda for
the second division championship. With
his astounding goals, he led the return of
Genoa in first division in 2004-05. When
the team got relegated in third division
due to alleged irregularities, Milito went to
Real Saragozza and then was back to
Genoa in 2008-09, helping to qualify for
Europe League.

At the end of that season he was sold to
Inter, along with Thiago Motta.

Thiago Motta

(Sao Bernardo do Campo, August 28,
1982)

Together with Diego Milito he won
Champions League and World club
championship in 2010, after leading Genoa
in Europe League the previous year.
Though convalescent on his arrival, in
Genova Motta had probably his brightest
season as a playmaker and a scorer: he
never played that well again!

Rodrigo Palacio

(Bahia Blanca, February 5, 1982)

“El Trenza” joined in 2009 a Genoa bereft
of Milito and Motta. A technical proficient
forward, and always a very fair player, it
stayed till 2012.

Two years later, Palacio was vice-World
champion with Argentina.

Luca Toni

(Pavullo nel Frignano, May 26, 1977)
Word Champion with ltaly in 2006, Toni
joined Genoa in 2010, at a low point of his
career. He scored thrice in three months
and got sold to Juventus in January 2011.
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A very early photograph of Genoa's present playing
field, inaugurated on May 14, 1911. Its original
location was situated at a right angle to today’s.
From Giorgio Frulla.

1951. Silvio Salterini, Elio’s father, gifts 121.000 lira
to Genoa; Genoa writes back to thank him.

1953. Genoa turns 60 and gets back in first division.

1962. Genoa gets back in first division and Gino
Salvo (second from left) shares his joy with forward
Firmani.

1971. Giorgio Frulla, third from right, with sweeper
Raman Turone on the motorboat Caralis, carrying
the fans to Porto Torres for the away game. A lucky
trip: Genoa wins 10 and four weeks later gets back
in second division.
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enca, viva il Genoa

oo e

“A small step for man...". Alberto Facco on
Marittime Alps.

April 4, 2022. Filippo Crisafulli on his way to Verona,
hoping for the better.

September 7, 1924. Genoa-Savoia 3-1; Genova wins
the Italian Championship for the 9th time.

June 17, 1973. Genoa is back in first division. Photo
from under the North bleachers by Rino
Guastamacchia.

June 17, 1973. Pierluigi Nicoletti on the Marassi
field. Genoa is back in 1st division.

May 31, 1970. After losing 1-0 in Reggio Emilia,
Genoa is virtually down in third division. The darkest
moment in the history of Italy’s oldest soccer team.
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