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Legal Disclaimer

	 

	This book is designed to provide information and motivation to our readers. It is sold with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged to render any type of psychological, legal, or any other kind of professional advice. The content of each chapter is the sole expression and opinion of its author, and not necessarily that of the publisher. No warranties or guarantees are expressed or implied by the publisher’s choice to include any of the content in this volume. Neither the publisher nor the individual author shall be liable for any physical, psychological, emotional, financial, or commercial damages, including, but not limited to, special, incidental, consequential or other damages. You are responsible for your own choices, actions, and results.

	 

	 


Chapter 1: Introduction

	 

	Politicians need to be crafty ba$tards; they need to be inspired by the past but learn to adapt to changes in a very dynamic environment. To be successful, one should learn how to fully utilize tools such as trending policies, media and religion to influence the masses. In this book, I will attempt to give you the dirty tricks strategists use to enable a specific candidate to gain the momentum needed to be elected and analyze how they work in conjunction with the factors within the election process. 

	A lot of what people see is just a mask. Politicians just have to appear in a certain way, that’s just how it works. The concept given to voters is vital in gaining their support and if it doesn’t look like a politician has vision, no one is going to vote for them. It needs to get people excited, promise something better than what they already have. It is like a business proposal; however, politicians are not making a deal at this point, they are just looking for your attention.

	A candidate’s true beliefs don’t matter. Don’t get me wrong, of course, they have beliefs, but if they want to win, they often need to put these beliefs aside. The most important thing about campaigning is to be relevant and understand what masses want NOW. It doesn’t matter what the political situation was five years ago or even a year ago. What might have been relevant back then might never be spoken about again. Politicians can potentially contradict themselves because they are juggling so many different positions. If they want to win, they have to ‘sell their soul’ and go completely against their gut instincts. It’s the price of power.

	The average voter is naive and doesn’t understand why all their wishes and demands can’t be met. They expect a lot for minimum commitment and because of this, there is a lot of room for manipulation by the political machine. Also, many people rely on only a couple of sources of information and do not question them. Their pool of information is limited which leaves them to make generalizations and false (or over-exaggerated) conclusions about the political situation as a whole.

	It’s not just about core voters and swing voters. You have a wide range of people involved in the political process: families and friends, people in the country and people in the city, students, brain surgeons and financial brokers. There are a variety of views that have developed over time or have been influenced by their specific surroundings, which means that they might be very fractured in what they think and believe. It’s the strategists’ job to put all these puzzle pieces together, faster than the other side and explore how this data can be used in the best possible way. 

	Candidates have got to read the voters and see what their mood is. By keeping neutral ground candidates can develop a better understanding of the political situation and play it to their advantage. Otherwise, they are limiting themself and not accepting reality. Politicians that are too extreme will only attract extreme voters. Although this may be a strategy for those who aim to just represent a particular group or belief, this won’t win them the popular vote.

	 

	Ideology clash

	 

	The difference in ideologies is always going to be a thing in politics. And since politics is an inevitable part of life itself, there is no situation where there is no clash of ideologies. If there is no imminent conflict, a situation could arise as people are pushed to extremes because of the lack of representation of their opinions (or partial representation of their opinion). 

	The strength of ideology is heavily connected with the power structure of the political system. For example, a centralized government is where the decisions within the country are taken by a small group of people, so there are not many clashes because the leadership is powerful enough to silence any opposition groups and voices.

	On the other hand, having a multiparty system might mean the power is more decentralized and the decision making is distributed among more branches. Having such structure, though, can lead to a more serious clash of ideologies depending on how divided the voters are. This, in turn, could bring the country to a political crisis or new elections. 

	A two-party system could also resemble either of the two extreme scenarios above. The two parties basically have a monopoly on the voters, and they control most of the political spectrum and can silence ideas outside of their scope. But when they are divided in almost equal measure and disagree on a major issue, it could cause a political deadlock and consequently, even a government shutdown.

	No political system is better than another, they all have pros and cons based on the circumstances. Here are the three possible scenarios to consider during the election process and how they are related to ideological struggles:

	 

	•      One-party system - The party has total dominance over different points of view or can easily oppress ideological differences and shut down other people’s opinions.

	•      Two-party system - There are two major parties controlling the course of the country and ideology is split between the two. They can ignore minor voices that do not match their political agenda.

	•      Multi-party system - In cases of a heavily fractured political landscape, some parties might arise that stand behind a single issue. Blocks can be formed to act like a two-party system, but a new election cycle will be needed if consensus is not found. 

	 

	Ideologies usually start out with good intentions or at least ‘perceived’ good intentions. However, when practices associated with certain ideologies are implemented, they can become something quite different from what was envisioned. Parties evolve and not always in a good way. This is usually more strongly expressed when the extreme wings of parties take over leadership. This acts as a corrective measure to return to the principles of the party ideology, when the party stretches too far from the course they originally envisioned. When the narrative goes too far, the political message can become toxic for the mass public and only a small group of extreme people approve of its continued implementation. One thing is for sure; it’s always difficult to get the reasoning behind policies across to ‘the other side’. People will never completely understand each other!

	 

	 


Chapter 2: Equilibrium Palette

	 

	The general principles might vary under different political situations or social environments. For example, you can’t apply the same rules on a country on the brink of civil war and a country that is relatively stable, the results will not be the same. In an extreme environment, the outcome is expected to be extreme, but it doesn’t mean it can’t be predicted. The ‘rules’ explored in this book, as explained, are open to the possibility of being wrong or slightly skewed. 

	Let’s start by saying a few words about the concentration of power and how this affects the players involved in the political process. Heavy centralization and authoritarianism is a way to control by effectively putting all the decision making of a country under one person. This is not always a forceful process and it can sometimes be the result of an election. Such power structures make decisions easier because there is no opposition to conflict with, but at the same time, they can seriously limit the rights of the people.
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