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  To everyone who loves to learn English with passion and dedication:

Your curiosity and commitment inspire greatness.

May this book guide you on your journey to mastery,

And may your love for the language grow ever deeper.

- Ranjot Singh Chahal
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  Introduction to Grammar: Parts of Speech

  
  




English grammar categorizes words into different classes—or “parts of speech”—in relation to the roles they play in the sentence. The parts of speech constitute the basic building blocks of every sentence, with the understanding of the parts of speech being elemental to the mastery of English grammar. Every word in a sentence has some particular role to play: it identifies something, describes it, introduces an action, links ideas together, or shows a relationship in space, or time, or manner, or otherwise. In this lesson, we will discuss the eight essential parts of speech: noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection.




1. Nouns




A noun is a word that describes a person, place, thing or idea. They are one of the principal components of a sentence, for often they are the subject to the object, to indicate what or who the topic is about.




Types of Nouns:

Common Nouns: General things and not specified to any. Example: Book, Dog, City, Teacher Proper Nouns: The name of some momentous people, places, or things. Examples include London, Shakespeare, and Mount Everest. Proper nouns are always capitalized. Some examples are concrete nouns: things that you can experience through the senses, things that you can see, touch, hear, smell, or taste. Some examples include apple, music, car, and flower.

Abstract Nouns: Ideas, qualities, or circumstances that cannot be perceived by the senses physically. Some examples are “freedom”, “happiness”, “love”, and “bravery”.

Countable Nouns: Nouns that are countable. For example, “apple”, “car”, and “idea” can all be counted: one apple, two apples, etc.

Uncountable Nouns: These are names of things that cannot be counted individually, principally because they refer to substances or abstract things. Examples include “water,” “sand,” “information,” and “advice.”




Function of Nouns:

The nouns generally become the subject of a sentence, the person or thing doing the action. They can also be the object, the person or thing receiving the action of the verb. For example:

- Subject: “The dog barked loudly.”

“She loves books.” – Object




2. Pronouns




Pronouns are used in place of nouns, mostly when it is an unnecessary repetition; thus, the sentences sound natural. Pronouns are used as a means of simplifying language, thus enabling reference to something mentioned earlier without repeating the noun.




Types of Pronouns:

Personal Pronouns: They refer to definite persons or things, differing in number (singular or plural), person (first, second, or third), and case (subjective or nominative, objective or accusative, possessive or genitive), and include such words as I, you, he, she, it, we, they. Possessive Pronouns: These show ownership or possession. Examples include “my,” “your,” “his,” “her,” “its,” “our,” and “their.

- Reflexive Pronouns: They refer to the subject of the sentence. Examples include “myself,” “yourself,” “himself,” and “herself.”

- Demonstrative Pronouns: They point at the closeness of things. Examples include “this,” “that,” “these, and “those.”

- Interrogative Pronouns: They are utilized whenever one asks questions. Examples include “who, “whom,” “which, and “what.”

- Relative Pronouns: These recognize relative clauses and reference a noun given earlier. Examples include “who,” “whom,” “which, and “that.”

Example Sentences:

- Personal Pronouns: “She is reading a book.”

- Possessive Pronouns: “This is her car.”

- Reflexive Pronouns: “He hurt himself while playing.”

- Demonstrative Pronouns: “That is the house I grew up in.”

- Interrogative Pronouns: “Who is coming to the party?”

- Relative Pronouns: “The man who lives next door is a doctor.”




3. Verbs




Verbs are words that show actions, occurrences, or states of being. They are one of the most important parts of a sentence because they specify what the subject is doing or what is being done to the subject.




Types of Verbs:

- Action Verbs: These describe physical or mental actions. Some examples are “run,” “jump,” “think,” and “write.”

Linking Verbs: These verbs connect the subject to more information about the subject. A usual linking verb would be “be,” “seem,” “become,” “appear,” and “feel.”

- Helping Verbs (Auxiliary Verbs): To form the tense, mood, or voice helping verbs are added to a main verb. Common helping verbs include “is,” “are,” “was,” “were,” “have,” “has,” “had,” “will,” and “shall.

- Modal Verbs: These express the necessity, possibility, permission, or ability. The modal verbs are “can,” “could,” “may,” “might,” “must,” “shall,” “should,” “will,” “would.”

Example Sentences:

- Action Verbs: “She runs every morning.”

- Linking Verbs: “He looks tired.”

- Helping Verbs: “She is going to the store.”

- Modal Verbs: “You must finish your homework.”




An adjective is a word that describes, or modifies a noun or pronoun. Adjectives give additional information about the noun regarding size, color, shape, quality, or quantity. This makes sentences more descriptive and interesting.




Types of Adjectives:

- Descriptive Adjectives: These are words that describe qualities of a noun. Some examples include beautiful, large, small, and happy.

- Quantitative Adjectives: These indicate the quantity—words like “many”, “few”, “several”, “all”.


	Demonstrative Adjectives: These refer to specific nouns. Examples include “this,” “that,” “these,” “those.”

	Possessive Adjectives: These describe ownership. Examples include “my,” “your,” “his,” “her.”

	Interrogative Adjectives: These are used in questions. Examples include “which,” “what,” and “whose.”







Example Sentences:


	Descriptive Adjectives: “The beautiful painting hung on the wall.”

	Quantitative Adjectives: “She has many friends.”

	Demonstrative Adjectives: “I want that book.”

	Possessive Adjectives: “This is my house.”







5. Adverbs




Adverbs are words that modify verbs, adjectives, or even another adverb. They provide more information regarding how, when, where, and to what extent an action is done.




Types of Adverbs:

- Adverbs of Manner: These are adverbs that talk more about the way in which something is done. E.g. “quickly,” “slowly,” “happily.”

- Adverbs of Time: They basically indicate when something is happening. E.g. “now,” “soon,” “yesterday.”

- Adverbs of Place: They let us know where the action is taking place. E.g. “here,” “there,” “everywhere.”

- Frequency Adverbs: “Always,” “Often,” “Never”: This type of Adverbs of Frequency shows the frequency of occurrence of something.

- Degree Adverbs: These Adverbs of Degree describe the extent to which something happens. Such instances include “Very,” “Too,” “Quite.”




He played badly

Frequency: Often – in the morning

Degree: Very – happy

- Adverbs of Degree: “She was very tired after the trip.”




6. Prepositions




Prepositions are words that indicate a relationship between a noun or a pronoun and some other word in the sentence. They often indicate time, place, direction, or method.




Preposition Examples:

- Prepositions of Time: “at,” “on,” “in” (e.g., “I will see you at 3 PM.”)

- Prepositions of Place: “under,” “over,” “between” (e.g., “The cat is under the table.”)

- Direction: “to,” “from,” “toward” (e.g., “She goes to the park.”)




Sample Sentences:

- “The book is on the table.”

- “We first met after the movie.”

- “She walked toward the door.”




7. Conjunctions




These are the words that join words, phrases, or clauses. They are very helpful in explaining relationships between ideas and making complex sentences.




Different Kinds of Conjunctions:

Coordinating Conjunctions: are connectors that join equally important words, phrases, or clauses together. The seven most common coordinating conjunctions are and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet.

Subordinating Conjunctions: They introduce a dependent clause and show the relationship between the dependent clause and the sentence. For example; because, although, if and when

Correlative Conjunctions: These are connectors that work in pairs to connect words/phrases. For example, either/or, neither/nor, both in pairs to connect words or phrases that have a similar structure. Examples of correlative conjunctions include “either/or,” “neither/nor,” “both/and,” and “not only/but also.”




Example Sentences:

- Coordinating Conjunctions: “She likes tea, and he likes coffee.”

- Subordinating Conjunctions: “I stayed home because it was raining.”

- Correlative Conjunctions: “Either you can stay or you can go.”




8. Interjections




Interjections are words or phrases that express strong emotions or sudden bursts of feeling. They are often used in spoken language more than in formal writing. Interjections can stand alone or be inserted into a sentence.




Examples of Interjections:

- “Wow! That’s amazing.”

- “Oh no! I forgot my keys.”

- “Hey, watch out!”




Conclusion:

Understanding the parts of speech is fundamental to mastering English grammar. Each part of speech plays a critical role in sentence structure, helping to convey meaning clearly and effectively. By recognizing the function of each part of speech, you can enhance your writing and speaking skills, making your communication more precise and engaging.
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