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	Preface 


	 


	 


	 


	Revelation 17 – The Great Prostitute of Babylon


	One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many waters. 2 With her the kings of the earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.”


	3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 The name written on her forehead was a mystery:


	babylon the great


	the mother of prostitutes


	and of the abominations of the earth.


	6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus…


	This book is written in love, love for every Catholic brother and sister across the world. To be a Christian is to sometimes love more than your heart can withstand. If you love someone you will always work your hardest to make them happy. But it takes true love to tell someone what they don’t want to hear, even when it will make them upset. This book presents the theory that the Roman Catholic Church is the mysterious Whore of Babylon from Revelation chapter 17 and 18, and presents a bulk of the evidence circulating among the eschatological community. Certainly God did not give us all these prophesies so we could sit back and idly wait for them to come to pass. This book presents many of the strongest arguments and evidence that may in fact prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that Catholicism, the largest group of Christians, is truly the ancient and mysterious Great Whore.


	To the Protestant reformers, this was not just a theory; this was life and death. Many of them, most famously Martin Luther, risked their lives and sometimes died for this theory. Sadly this has mostly been forgotten to time, as you will never hear a sermon on Sunday morning about this incredibly important topic. But we as Christians are called to tell the truth, to shine brightly in the night, no matter how much that light burns. In his famous book On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, Martin Luther claimed to have unlocked Bible prophecy in an unprecedented manner. Not only was he claiming that the Whore of Babylon is the Catholic Church, but he claimed that the entire Book of Daniel was a hidden prophecy. According to this theory the ancient Jewish people were a metaphor for the Catholic Church in our modern age. Just as the Jewish people sinned against God and went into captivity in Babylon, as recorded in the Book of Daniel, so the Catholic Church had supposedly sinned against God and has gone into captivity under Satan. He presented this theory with his neck on the chopping block, and the Catholic response did not come from a place of love.


	Dante the poet, most famous for his work Inferno, was very familiar with this theory like so many from his time. He refers to Pope Boniface VIII as the Whore of Babylon in Canto 19 of the Inferno.


	“Shepherds like you the Evangelist


	had in mind when he saw the one 


	that sits upon the waters 


	committing fornication with the kings.”


	My grandmother is Catholic, and very dear to me. When she was a child, she claimed to have had a personal experience with Christ. She said that she was in a Catholic Church, and looking at a painting of Jesus on the wall. She said that the Jesus spoke to her and said, “I will never leave or forsake you.” I truly hope that this was something that God really said to her, and that it comes true. There can be little doubt that Catholics really love God, but is that love put into action in obedience as he commanded? Although my grandmother was a devout Catholic, she was largely unaware of what Jesus actually taught. 


	Once when my mother was growing up she asked her if she could read the Bible, and my grandmother replied with a look of confusion on her face, “Why?” 


	To her, and it seems many Catholics have grown dependent on their church to interpret the scriptures for them, and don’t seem to want to be bothered to understand for themselves. 


	But after looking around for a while my grandmother pulled a dusty copy off the shelf, and gave it to my young mother. Sadly it seemed that she, like so many Catholics, have no idea what is really in that book. My mother also remembered from her childhood bowing to a statue of Mary in prayer, and wondering why she was doing it. 


	On another occasion my grandmother recanted the story of Our Lady of Lourdes for me. According to this story, Mary appeared as an apparition to a little girl in France and gave several prophecies and teachings. But I never remember her talking about any actual Biblical stories. I wonder if she ever even bothered to check and see if the teachings of the supposed apparition of Mary matched the teachings of the Bible, if she had she may have been very surprised. 


	Even if it turns out that all the evidence for the Whore of Babylon being the Roman Catholic Church is wrong, it is my wish that every Catholic becomes extremely familiar with the word of God on a personal level. I wish that they would not believe that they need the church to interpret the Bible for them, because that in my opinion is more power than God ever intended any human to have. 


	This book is dedicated to my grandmother and to every Catholic, whom I love with the same love of Christ




Chapter 1


	Sins Piled Up To Heaven


	 


	 


	 


	 


	Revelation 18 - Warning to Escape the Whore’s Judgment


	4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say:


	“‘Come out of her, my people,’
so that you will not share in her sins,
so that you will not receive any of her plagues;
5 for her sins are piled up to heaven…


	What is the answer to the impossible Book of Revelation? What secrets does it hold? Revelation represents one of the hardest mysteries to solve since the time of Christ, two thousand years ago. This incredible vision of the future is a massive 22 chapters, and nearly 10,000 words; no other vision or prophecy in the Bible even comes close. It represents a puzzle that theologians have been trying to crack from every possible angle. It was almost left out of the canon because early church leaders seemed to have no idea what it was talking about. 


	 


	[image: ]But through the massive confusion, one thing we can know is that we can trust God. That he gave us this book for a reason, and it probably was not just to confuse us. Perhaps it was to challenge us, to help us achieve what God knows we are capable of. We may never know until he returns. But through all the theories about Revelation, there is one that seems to have held up to scrutiny throughout the ages, that just won’t go away. It is the theory that ascribes a lot of the event of Revelation to the Catholic Church. Since this church is the largest group of Christians in the world, it is very likely that she would show up in prophecies about the future of God’s people.


	Although the theory that the Catholic Church is the Whore of Babylon has been around for centuries, many Bible believing Christians are completely unaware of its existence. This chapter deals with the one aspect of the Whore of Babylon described in Revelation 18, that she has committed many sins, enough to be ‘piled up to heaven.’ Other aspects of how Catholicism fits the mold of the Whore will be discussed in later chapters, but this one aspect is very prominent and very well hidden. 


	Many churches have separated from the Catholic Church, but most people don’t even remember why. They have forgotten the 500 years of bloody Christian wars that had torn Europe apart. Nearly all Christians look favorably on the Pope, seeing him as a great peacemaker and humanitarian. But is it possible that Catholics and the Pope are really rebelling against God so much that they would be called the Whore of Babylon by him, 2000 years ago? We know from scripture that God doesn’t look at the appearance of a man, but at his heart.


	1 Samuel 6 


	7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”


	So just because a group of people appear to be holy, that doesn’t mean they aren’t working against God. Only a careful examination of Catholicism and the evidence can reveal the truth. If the Whore of Babylon is really the Whore of Babylon, then Catholicism must be really some type of antithesis of what the Bible teaches. At first glance many people think that Catholicism follows Biblical principles, but there is a lot of evidence to suggest quite the opposite. According to some Protestant theologians, the Catholic Church has been drifting farther and farther from the teachings of the Bible as time has progressed. 


	Idolatry


	[image: ]Idolatry is one of the sins that scripture seems to be very clear about. Thousands of verses in the Old Testament record how the Israelites repeatedly fell into it by imitating the pagan nations around them, and how much God despised their actions. And commands against idolatry in the New Testament show up in many places including 1 John 5:21, most significantly in the Apostolic Decree recorded in Acts 15:19-21. The Pauline Epistles contain several admonitions to "flee from idolatry”, including verses four verses from 1 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, and Colossians. A major controversy among early Christians concerned whether it was permissible to eat meat that had been offered in pagan worship.  Yet despite the countless times idolatry shows up in the Bible, Catholic teachings on the subject teach it is okay under certain circumstances. Catholics would not say that it is okay to pray to a statue of a false god, but if it were a statue of a Christian saint it would be acceptable in their minds. In fact it is not just okay, it is encouraged. 


	Roman Catholic Catechism page 337:


	"Sacred images in our churches and homes are intended to awaken and nourish our faith in the mystery of Christ. Though the icon of Christ and his works of salvation, it is he whom we adore. Through sacred images of the holy Mother of God, of the angels and of the saints, we venerate the persons represented.”


	All over the world, in countless Catholic Churches, there an images and statues of the saints that Catholics regularly bow before and pray to. Not just in the churches, but in monasteries and shrines all over the planet one could easily find Catholic patrons coming to honor famous Christian figures, most notably Mary. Each of these shrines contains at least one statue to honor the saint it is named for, usually there are several. It is very common and accepted in these places of worship to honor not only God, but also these canonized saints. This is a practice that is not commanded or spoken about in the Bible at all, it comes from tradition. 


	The Catholics claim that they are not worshipping the statues of the saints, but claim they are simply venerating them. However the line may be finer than they think, at least according to scripture, or it may not be there at all. It seems scripture forbids such behavior, even directly spelling it out word for word. Perhaps God had long ago considered such a situation and gave us very specific indication on his feelings toward it. The second commandment is the most famous and well known command that specifically addresses bowing before statues, not just worshipping them.


	Exodus 20


	 4“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God…


	[image: ]If there was a worldwide church that could not even faithfully obey the second commandment, it might be a good candidate for the Whore of Babylon. The first two commands of the Ten Commandments have to do with worshipping God alone, which lets us know how important it is to him. This is not the only time when bowing before something other than God in a religious sense was called sin in the Bible.  During his vision of Revelation, John is overcome by an angel’s beauty and falls down before him. The angel in the vision rebukes John and says that he should not do this sin, but should worship God only. 


	 


	Revelation 19


	9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.”


	10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God!


	Both the apostle and the angel equated falling down before something that was not God in a religious manner to as sin. Yet the Catholics do not seem to pay much attention to these verses. These verses and others may be the reason that so many Protestant Churches do not contain very many, if any, images at all. They do seem to make use of symbols, such as the cross, but you will almost never see even a picture of Jesus. This may be because they are following the Bible’s commands about images and statues. Even if you did find an image of a Christian figure, no one in a church that pays close attention to the Bibles commands would be seen bowing or praying to it. 


	According to the Catholic Catechism, they are simply venerating the saints, not worshipping them. Is it possible that although Jesus and the apostles never mentioned this doctrine, that it is correct? 


	Oxford defines worship as “The feeling or expression of reverence and adoration for a deity.”


	Oxford defines venerate as “Regard with great respect; revere.”


	It does appear that there is a difference between the two. But is this fine line enough in God’s mind? We can look at the scripture to get a better picture of exactly what we are, and are not supposed to be doing according to God’s commands. Besides the second commandment, perhaps the most prominent command that forbids worship to beings beside God is in Exodus chapter 14.


	Exodus 34:14


	14 Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.


	Worship in this verse is the ancient Hebrew shâchâh. This word can be translated, according to Strong’s Lexicon, as the following:


	shâchâh: a primitive root; to depress, i.e. prostrate (especially reflexive, in homage to royalty or God):--bow (self) down, crouch, fall down (flat), humbly beseech, do (make) obeisance, do reverence, make to stoop, worship.


	It does appear as though worship, as defined by his prophet Moses, includes bowing down and showing respect or reverence; which is the same as the modern English definition of venerate. If that is the case, then venerating Mary and the saints falls under the sin of worshipping that which is not God. 


	This is not the only verse that one could investigate if they were seeking to validate or disprove the Catholic doctrine of veneration. Jesus spoke in Greek to Satan, as recorded by the apostle Matthew, and quoted a verse from the Old Testament that contained a command not to worship anyone but God. 


	Matthew 4


	8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”


	10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”


	The word in the Greek Matthew quoted Jesus as saying is proskunew. According to Strong’s Lexicon, this word is defined as the following. 


	proskunew: to kiss, like a dog licking his master's hand); to fawn or crouch to, i.e. (literally or figuratively) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore):--worship.


	According to Jesus, worship includes falling down before something in reverence and adoration, which may include both English definitions of worship and veneration. It does appear this is what the Catholics are doing when they bow before statues in reverence to the saints. If this is true, then the Catholics are committing a very severe sin before God.


	This may be why the angel in Revelation did not make a distinction between the acts of veneration and worship, perhaps there is none in God’s mind. If there was a difference, the angel may have simply told John to make sure he was only venerating him as he fell to his knees. But the angel clearly tells him not to prostrate himself, because he is supposed to worship God alone. This does seem to fit much better with Biblical teachings on the subject, than what the Catholic Catechism says.


	Isaiah 42:8 


	"I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols.


	God is very particular about worship, and his place in the universe. The teaching is consistent throughout the entire Bible, we are not to honor anything in a religious sense except him. This teaching did not stop the Israelites from sinning in this manner, however; and we have many instances from which we can study the sin of false worship in depth. Ezekiel lived in a troubling time, when the priests of God turned to all manner of false gods and religious beliefs. The Lord was anything but okay with it. 


	Ezekiel 8 


	Idolatry in the Temple


	8 In the sixth year, in the sixth month on the fifth day, while I was sitting in my house and the elders of Judah were sitting before me, the hand of the Sovereign Lord came on me there. 2 I looked, and I saw a figure like that of a man. From what appeared to be his waist down he was like fire, and from there up his appearance was as bright as glowing metal. 3 He stretched out what looked like a hand and took me by the hair of my head. The Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and in visions of God he took me to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the north gate of the inner court, where the idol that provokes to jealousy stood.4 And there before me was the glory of the God of Israel, as in the vision I had seen in the plain.


	5 Then he said to me, “Son of man, look toward the north.” So I looked, and in the entrance north of the gate of the altar I saw this idol of jealousy.


	6 And he said to me, “Son of man, do you see what they are doing—the utterly detestable things the Israelites are doing here, things that will drive me far from my sanctuary? But you will see things that are even more detestable.”


	7 Then he brought me to the entrance to the court. I looked, and I saw a hole in the wall. 8 He said to me, “Son of man, now dig into the wall.” So I dug into the wall and saw a doorway there.


	9 And he said to me, “Go in and see the wicked and detestable things they are doing here.” 10 So I went in and looked, and I saw portrayed all over the walls all kinds of crawling things and unclean animals and all the idols of Israel. 11 In front of them stood seventy elders of Israel, and Jaazaniah son of Shaphan was standing among them. Each had a censer his hand, and a fragrant cloud of incense was rising.


	12 He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen what the elders of Israel are doing in the darkness, each at the shrine of his own idol? They say, ‘The Lord does not see us; the Lord has forsaken the land.’” 13 Again, he said, “You will see them doing things that are even more detestable.”


	14 Then he brought me to the entrance of the north gate of the house of the Lord, and I saw women sitting there, mourning the god Tammuz.15 He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? You will see things that are even more detestable than this.”


	16 He then brought me into the inner court of the house of the Lord, and there at the entrance to the temple, between the portico and the altar, were about twenty-five men. With their backs toward the temple of the Lord and their faces toward the east, they were bowing down to the sun in the east.


	17 He said to me, “Have you seen this, son of man? Is it a trivial matter for the people of Judah to do the detestable things they are doing here? Must they also fill the land with violence and continually arouse my anger? Look at them putting the branch to their nose! 18 Therefore I will deal with them in anger; I will not look on them with pity or spare them. Although they shout in my ears, I will not listen to them.”


	In Ezekiel 9 we see from the spiritual realm God tell his angels to exact punishment upon his people who continue to sin against him. This appears to be very similar to the events described in the future, as God punishes the mysterious Whore of Babylon for her sins. 


	Ezekiel 9 


	Judgment on the Idolaters


	9 Then I heard him call out in a loud voice, “Bring near those who are appointed to execute judgment on the city, each with a weapon in his hand.” 2 And I saw six men coming from the direction of the upper gate, which faces north, each with a deadly weapon in his hand. With them was a man clothed in linen who had a writing kit at his side. They came in and stood beside the bronze altar.


	3 Now the glory of the God of Israel went up from above the cherubim, where it had been, and moved to the threshold of the temple. Then the Lord called to the man clothed in linen who had the writing kit at his side 4 and said to him, “Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are done in it.”


	5 As I listened, he said to the others, “Follow him through the city and kill, without showing pity or compassion. 6 Slaughter the old men, the young men and women, the mothers and children, but do not touch anyone who has the mark. Begin at my sanctuary.” So they began with the old men who were in front of the temple.


	7 Then he said to them, “Defile the temple and fill the courts with the slain. Go!” So they went out and began killing throughout the city.8 While they were killing and I was left alone, I fell facedown, crying out, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! Are you going to destroy the entire remnant of Israel in this outpouring of your wrath on Jerusalem?”


	9 He answered me, “The sin of the people of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great; the land is full of bloodshed and the city is full of injustice. They say, ‘The Lord has forsaken the land; the Lord does not see.’ 10 So I will not look on them with pity or spare them, but I will bring down on their own heads what they have done.”


	11 Then the man in linen with the writing kit at his side brought back word, saying, “I have done as you commanded.”


	Clearly God takes the sin of idolatry very seriously. He is a very jealous being in this sense, and does not want his people honoring other beings in this religious sense. However, Catholics appear to disagree with their own scripture, claiming that making statues and praying to dead Christians is something that God wants them to be doing. The Catholics do not quote scripture to back up their beliefs, but church tradition and the official teachings from the religious leaders in Rome.  However if one were to carefully study the scriptures, would you really find that it teaches such things are permissible?


	[image: ]


	Hosea 4


	6My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.


	“Because you have rejected knowledge,
I also reject you as my priests;
because you have ignored the law of your God,
I also will ignore your children.
7 The more priests there were,
the more they sinned against me;
they exchanged their glorious God for something disgraceful.


	 


	 


	[image: ]


	Isaiah 2


	8Their land is full of idols; they bow down to the work of their hands, to what their fingers have made.


	 


	[image: ]Deuteronomy 4 


	23Be careful not to forget the covenant of the LORD your God that he made with you; do not make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything the LORD your God has forbidden. 24For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.


	 


	Deuteronomy 18


	9 When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. 10 Let no one be found among you… who consults the dead. 12 Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord; 


	[image: ]Deuteronomy 20 –Second of The Ten Commandments


	(Removed from the Catholic Catechism, instead they have split another commandment in two parts to make ten commandments.)


	4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.5 You shall not bow down to them…


	[image: ]


	Verse after verse openly condemns idolatry and worship of anything other than God himself. Scripture seems to paint a vivid picture of a God who created the universe and mankind to give himself glory. It seems that to worship another supernatural being undermines the meaning of life itself, and is something that he simply cannot stand. Many churches seem to take these teachings to heart, removing anything that might receive the reverence that Christians are supposed to give to God. Many protestant churches do not even allow any sort of images in their sanctuaries, only symbols and words. 


	But Catholics are a unique group of Christians, they do not seem to have any problem falling down in reverence of a statue, a church leader, or someone who has moved on into the next life. One can read how in Exodus 34, Moses calls God by one of his many names, Jealous. If his very name is Jealous, why would you even try to walk the line by claiming to venerate something instead of worshipping it? It may be that the Catholic Church is sinning in a way that angers God to an incredibly high degree. If that is the case, it would make them a very good candidate for being the Whore of Babylon in the Book of Revelation. One may wonder, if Catholic Church is the Whore of Babylon, and he’s angry about her sin, what does that have to do with prostitution? But as the reader will see in a later chapter, the Bible often equates worshipping of other gods with metaphorical prostitution; leaving even more evidence that Catholicism is the Whore’s true identity. 


	Four times in the Old Testament, because of idolatry, The Lord allowed another nation to conquer Israel; they were Babylon, Egypt, Persia and Greece. The conquest of Israel by Greece is not recorded in the standard Old Testament, but in the apocryphal book of Maccabees. He allowed them to utterly destroy the nation, just because they fell into the sin of worshipping other gods. They seemed to have a big problem this area. But if God caused such massive destruction for such a small nation sins, would he possibly cause the same destruction on a world wide scale if his largest church committed the same sins? Would that perhaps mirror Armageddon type events?


	Christians seem to know that the end of the world must be coming soon, because Jesus preached that when the Gospel has been spread to every nation, the end will come soon after. 


	Matthew 24


	14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.


	Since the Gospel is close to being preached in the whole world, one would expect the Antichrist to be showing up rather quickly. There is still some time left, as many of the Muslim countries haven’t heard the Gospel yet, primarily because it is illegal in those places; oftentimes punishable by death. 


	[image: ]In nearly every corner of the world, there are tens of thousands of Catholic Shrines that are not only built to honor The Lord, but are built to honor Christians who have achieved Catholic sainthood. The most common type of these places of alternative worship is a shrine to Mary. In these shrines there is at least one, usually several, statue to honor whomever it is named after. Here Catholics come for worship The Lord, but they also come to honor the saint of the shrine, and possibly commit idolatry in the eyes of God. One of the most famous shrine like this in the world is named Our Lady of Lourdes, in Lourdes, France. Here a peasant girl once claimed to have seen the Virgin Mary appear to her in a cave. The apparition appeared several more times throughout the year, teaching the people things that do not seem to agree with the Bible, and then disappeared shortly after. Lourdes gets nearly 5 million visitors each year because of this story. The water from Lourdes is also supposed to be holy and have supernatural powers. There is a large sanctuary basilica built directly across from the sight. But it may be that the people of Lourdes have succumbed to a powerful demonic deception. 


	Catholics believe that Mary has appeared many times throughout history including at Guadalupe and Fatima. She always carries some kind of message, which consistently seemed to be against Biblical teachings.


	To the three shepherd children in Fatima, the apparition showed a vision of hell. In all Biblical visions of hell, there are no demons. Only angels of heaven go there to bring the souls of the damned. But according to the Fatima apparition, there are demons in hell torturing the condemned. This is a purely Catholic teaching, and is the reason common thinking places demons as horned beasts in hell. In reality the Bible only describes fallen angels as humanoid beings, not red beasts with horns. This false concept came from the Catholic conversion of the Celtic people, nearly a thousand years ago. According to their beliefs, there was an underworld ruled by a horned god with a goat body from the waist down. The Catholics taught the new converts that the god of the underworld was really Satan, and the imagery has stuck down the centuries. Strangely the Marian apparition at Fatima did not teach Biblical concepts about demons and hell, but ones that come from church tradition and pagan religions. 
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