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Searching
            for our past
          
        
      
    
  





  

    

      

        
by
        Rosalba Nattero
      
    
  




  

    

      
In
      the words of Giancarlo Barbadoro: “Unless we know our roots,
      we are
      unprepared to face the future that awaits us”.
    
  




  

    

      
His
      research work was essential to the drafting of this book. His
      death,
      on the 6th August 2019, left a large hollow in all those who
      knew
      him, but he left us enriched with an immense intellectual
      inheritance.
    
  




  

    

      
He
      had always been interested in the myths and legends of
      ancient
      traditions, especially the myths, and particularly the myth
      of
      Phaeton, which can be linked to that of the Grail, aroused
      his
      interest in one ancient legend: the legend of the City of
      Rama. The
      interpretation of the autochthonous communities of Piedmont
      recounts
      the myth of Phaeton as a story that occurred in the remote
      past,
      involving the landing of beings from outer space who made a
      gift of
      immense wisdom to humans. The encounter took place in the
      Susa
      Valley, in the north of Piedmont and gave rise to an ancient,
      legendary megalithic city, the city of Rama. This legend is
      confirmed
      by a large number of other myths shared by peoples widely
      spread over
      the planet.
    
  




  

    

      
This
      myth left its impression on Giancarlo, such that it would be
      safe to
      say his life was dedicated to this tale. In fact his
      discoveries of
      the city of Rama, started in the 1970s, have provided a
      guideline for
      many researchers.
    
  




  

    

      
The
      myth of Phaeton and that of the Grail are one and the same
      thing,
      recounting the same occurrence. It was an occurrence gathered
      by an
      ancient tradition and remembered by all the peoples on the
      planet.
      So, Giancarlo dedicated his existence to collecting the
      traces of
      this ancient tradition and used this as a key for researching
      into
      all the other numerous interests he devoted himself
      to.
    
  




  

    

      
After
      centuries of darkness, Giancarlo brought back to the light of
      day a
      myth that relates our true origins and our true history and
      which has
      provided an invaluable key to continue investigating our
      past, in the
      light of the legend of Rama, the ancient Celtic city. This is
      a
      legend, though, that can rightfully enter history, as a
      result of the
      discovery, following the guidance of Giancarlo, of the ‘Walls
      of
      Rama’, in the Susa Valley. Just like a modern day Schliemann,
      who
      found Troy from the traces of a legend, Barbadoro never gave
      up
      either and, in spite of the smokescreen thrown up by those
      who stood
      to gain from burying a glorious, but inconvenient, past,
      managed to
      follow the thread of his intuition and find confirmation of
      his
      research work, with the aid of the ‘Celtic Families’ of
      Piedmont.
      To his credit, he also managed to gather around him several
      other
      researchers, who were similarly armed only with their own
      enthusiasm,
      above all the archaeologist Mario Salomone.
    
  




  

    

      
In
      the 1970s Giancarlo set up an initiative that would give a
      new
      cultural impetus to the city of Turin, a dormitory for
      working men’s
      club members: he founded the Cultural Centre Spazio 4, based
      on the
      interests of archaeology, astronomy, exobiology and fringe
      science.
      The aim was to put forward research between science and
      spirituality,
      free from ideological confines or barriers. The idea was in
      line with
      a Europe-wide spiritual renaissance, which had given rise to
      a number
      of new cultural movements in those years.
    
  




  

    

      
The
      Spazio 4 initiative aroused enormous interest especially
      amongst the
      youth and became a forge inspiring a new form of culture,
      with its
      influence also spreading into music. It was a melting pot of
      experiences, that set a trend for a series of cultural and
      musical
      activities that are still alive in the city of Turin.
    
  




  

    

      
Spazio
      4 itself was the starting point for excursions looking for
      traces of
      the city of Rama, embarking on research work involving
      hundreds of
      enthusiasts of all ages, fascinated by the idea of acting as
      detectives of the impossible, and I was honoured to count
      myself
      among them.
    
  




  

    

      
Together
      with Giancarlo I was able to engage in compelling research
      work,
      using the legend of Rama as leitmotiv. This work led us to
      travel the
      world and uncover the incredible links that are common to the
      myths
      of native cultures, meeting exceptional people along the
      way.
    
  




  

    

      
These
      are the events gathered together in this book and they are
      evidence
      of a researcher who never gave up.
    
  




  

    

      
Giancarlo
      Barbadoro was a poet, a musician, a journalist and a writer,
      but
      above all he was a dreamer. He has been defined as a
      ‘researcher
      into infinity’. During his lifetime, he always fought for the
      underdog, from indigenous peoples to animals. He was a major
      activist
      for animal rights, a cause he felt more than any other,
      because he
      saw them as the most unfortunate creatures on Earth.
    
  




  

    

      
He
      was also an activist for the rights of indigenous peoples and
      protection for their traditions. He was the theorist behind
      ecospirituality and, together with members of native
      communities from
      around the world, he founded Ecospirituality Foundation, to
      promote
      the concept of an ecospiritual philosophy, which he believed
      could
      resolve all the problems of a diseased society that bases
      itself on
      anthropocentrism. Through Ecospirituality Foundation, he
      stood by
      several native communities from all the continents and took
      their
      issues to the UNO in New York and Geneva.
    
  




  

    

      
Giancarlo
      Barbadoro was, without a shadow of a doubt, a visionary. He
      was a
      time traveller, a visitor from a future that he dreamed of; a
      future
      where all living beings shared peace and brotherhood; and he
      left an
      indelible impression on anyone who had the chance to get to
      know him,
      or even just meet him. We shall pursue his dream; of a world
      based on
      brotherhood and harmony between all living species, citizens
      of the
      Universe. We shall also use the key that he has left us to
      continue
      his research and bring to light a past that belongs to us; a
      glorious
      history that has been denied to us, from which we can draw
      upon the
      strength and awareness needed to face our future.
    
  



 





 





  

    

      

        

          

            
Rosalba
            Nattero, co-writer of this book, also a journalist,
            musician and
            writer, has preserved the immense intellectual
            inheritance of
            Giancarlo Barbadoro and founded a Centre of Studies
            dedicated to him,
            for the dissemination of his research.
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We
      have always been interested in megalithic culture and the
      Celtic
      origins of Europe and our interest has often been guided by
      ancient
      myths, especially the myth of the Grail.
    
  




  

    

      

        
It
        was the Grail that led us to travel the world and uncover
        the amazing
        analogies between the cultures that we define as ‘natural
        peoples’;
        in other words the native cultures of all continents, which
        have not
        been absorbed by the mass religions, but which preserve and
        defend
        their direct relationship with Nature, meaning here a
        manifestation
        of mystery and the very essence of existence.
      
    
  




  

    

      
On
      our travels we often came across imposing megalithic
      structures, that
      seemed to represent a constant in our journeys and to mark
      important
      stages in our research. Given the widespread presence of so
      many
      megalithic remains, we wondered what they might represent.
      Then we
      realised they were so ancient that they could only represent
      a remote
      past, much more ancient than the history we are familiar
      with.
    
  




  

    

      
Megaliths
      and cultural features linked to them can be found all over
      the
      planet, including the area of Europe and, specifically,
      Piedmont.
    
  




  

    

      
We
      noticed how alive and continuous the cultural link still was
      between
      the megaliths and peoples like the Bretons or the Australian
      Aborigines. Both of these, just to mention two, base their
      traditions
      and identities on their relationship with these large-scale
      structures. This fact led us to the idea that megaliths
      represent the
      cultural roots of modern humanity, even if they have been
      partly
      erased by the intrusion of religions.
    
  




  

    

      
We
      were also struck by specific features of culture shared, to a
      surprising extent, by those peoples who are linked to
      megaliths,
      despite the long distances between them: musical traditions,
      celebrations and spirituality based on a relationship with
      Nature.
      These elements are also found in European traditions,
      including local
      areas of Piedmont. The frequency of correlations aroused our
      curiosity and drove us to study the nature of our true roots;
      then to
      undertake a collection of legends and traditions that used
      megaliths
      as a point of reference.
    
  




  

    

      
This
      route is now leading us to undertake a journey that is closer
      in
      space, but perhaps further away in time: a journey to uncover
      the
      origins of Piedmont and Europe. On this trip, which is hazy
      at times,
      but then also crystal clear, we are guided by ancient myths
      and
      especially a very ancient legend, the legendary city of Rama,
      also
      linked to the myth of the Grail. Through the collection of
      the 
    
    

      

        

          
corpus
        
      
    
    

      

      of legends handed down from the valleys of Piedmont, a puzzle
      emerges, out of which a complex picture may be outlined,
      which might
      have historical backing, precisely through the interpretation
      of
      existing megalithic remains.
    
  




  

    

      
Our
      research investigates an archaic, proto-historical era. We
      are
      attempting to reconstruct the mosaic of a history that has
      apparently
      been destroyed by centuries of disinformation, disinterest
      and
      rewriting of events. Our origins possibly lie precisely in
      that
      mysterious population that vanished into thin air, but left
      clearly
      visible clues of its existence: megalithic findings.
    
  




  

    

      
The
      Celts loved nature; their temples were the woods and their
      writings
      were inspired by the trees. Our research started precisely
      from this
      love of nature, the Earth and its inhabitants, the love of
      our earth.
    
  




  

    

      
What
      we discovered left us in awe and enthusiasm.
    
  




  

    

      
This
      work of ours arose with the intention of sharing our research
      with
      other enthusiasts like us and giving visibility to the major
      inheritance that we have at our disposal and that may be
      there for
      all to see. The idea was to disseminate the historical entity
      of
      megaliths and their correlated myths, so that anyone may draw
      their
      own personal conclusions.
    
  




  

    

      
Unfortunately,
      research agencies do not devote much space to finding and
      studying
      megalithic remains and discoveries in this field are often
      the fruits
      of the work of individual researchers and self-taught
      enthusiasts.
    
  




  

    

      
From
      our side, the idea is to open a line of research leading to a
      fruitful exchange between the enthusiasts in the field and
      launch
      deeper investigation into megalithic findings, as well as
      everything
      else that previous populations, representing our cultural
      origins,
      have handed down to us.
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                        The ancient city of Rama: myth or reality?
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    

        

        

        

        
Thousands
      of years ago in the Susa Valley, Piedmont, there was supposed
      to have
      existed an enormous megalithic city that gave birth to a
      large part
      of the druid schools of Europe. That mysterious city is
      linked to the
      myth of the Grail and that of Phaeton, as well as the
      esoteric
      tradition of the city of Turin.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      mythical city has left a deep imprint on European traditions.
      It is
      supposed to have disappeared as a result of a natural
      cataclysm.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      myth of the city of Rama continues to emerge from the tales
      of the
      local valley inhabitants and in daily life. It is a tradition
      that
      seems to be connected with the imposing megaliths in the
      Piedmontese
      valleys. What tale are those megaliths trying to tell? What
      past have
      they witnessed?
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
In
      modern day Piedmont, apparently inexplicable traditions and
      customs
      still persist. Ancient traditions intermingle with modern
      ones. One
      example is the presence of Black Madonnas, found almost
      everywhere in
      Piedmont; another is the Celtic symbols adopted by local
      administrations. Local artists who live in these valleys
      often use
      megalithic culture as inspiration.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        

        
It
        is not only the menhirs and dolmens, though, that give
        witness to an
        ancient past: megalithic tradition can be found in the
        heart of
        anyone who wants to keep this ancient culture alive.
        
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
What
      is left of the mythical city of Rama? Only the memory of a
      lost
      tradition?
        
        
        
        




        

        

        

        

        
The
        myth of the city of Rama
        
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        

        
An
        extensive area, today covering Piedmont and French Savoy
        and
        Provençe, reaching as far as Liguria and the Aosta Valley,
        once
        witnessed extraordinary events that represent the cultural
        roots of
        that geographical area, as well as the European
        continent.
        
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
Legends
      and traditions from the whole of Europe narrate the fall of a
      divine
      object from the sky above the Susa Valley, bringing knowledge
      to the
      Earth and giving rise to an initiate tradition that persists
      into our
      times.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
These
      legends appear to coincide with the Greek myth of the first
      gods,
      who, according to Plato, divided up our world into precise
      organised
      areas, where they could pass on their knowledge to the
      terrestrial
      creatures.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      myth can also be re-connected to the Nordic legends relating
      to the
      affairs of the Asi, the ancient northern gods and ancestors
      of
      humanity, and how they defeated the giants that dominated the
      Earth
      in primeval history. The Asi were helped by Loki, the fiery
      son of
      thunder and storms, who fell to earth like a hammer blow.
      Loki and
      the Asi together freed the planet from ice and then allowed
      Odin,
      their king, to create a world that was suited to humanity,
      which he
      himself had given birth to, where they were placed in a sort
      of Eden,
      protected by a circular stone wall.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      European legends, supporting the narration of Plato regarding
      the
      gods dividing up the Earth to raise humans, recount that
      within this
      large area the falling object gave rise to an ‘enclosure’, or
      protected area, where all the living beings of that period
      could gain
      access to deep knowledge of science and the spirit. This is
      where the
      initiate schools were founded, from which the great sages
      launched
      the traditions that later spread all over Europe; the same
      traditions
      that still circulate in modern times.
        
        
        
        




        

        

        

        

        
Phaeton
        and the Grail
        
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      myth of Phaeton cannot possibly be dissociated from the
      legend of the
      city of Rama.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      circumstances of a divine object falling from the sky are
      recorded in
      Hellenistic tradition by the legend of Phaeton, the son of
      the Sun
      king, who did not know how to drive his father’s celestial
      chariot
      and crashed it to earth. The humans who found the remains of
      the
      celestial chariot made use of the divine knowledge it
      contained.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      ancient Greek legend of Phaeton picks up the theme of the
      myth of the
      Grail, with direct reference to the events in
      Piedmont.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        

        
In
        his 
        
        
        
        

        

        

        

        

        Metamorphoses
        
        
        
        
        

        

        
,
        the Roman poet from Sulmona, Ovid, cites the adventure of
        Phaeton,
        son of the Sun king, who boarded his father’s chariot and
        attempted
        to drive it, despite not knowing how, and ended up by
        losing control
        of the celestial vehicle. He then came too close to the
        Earth, which
        began to catch fire. The chief god of Olympus, Zeus,
        realised what
        was happening and, in order to save the Earth from being
        destroyed by
        the heat of the solar chariot, cast a bolt of lightning
        towards
        Phaeton. The latter was knocked out of the celestial
        chariot and fell
        to Earth, finishing in a river named Eridanus, the ancient
        name for
        the River Po.
        
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
According
      to druid tradition, Phaeton’s chariot fell at the meeting
      point of
      two major rivers, in the area of the present day confluence
      of the
      River Dora and the Po. The area in question is identifiable
      as that
      including the present day city of Turin and part of the Susa
      Valley.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      myth of Phaeton is echoed by that relating to the descent of
      the
      Grail. The latter myth is an anthropomorphic allegorical
      narration of
      a semi-divine creature which fell from the heavens in very
      ancient
      times. An emerald adorning its forehead became detached and
      fell to
      the ground. Other semi-divine creatures gathered it up,
      re-modelled
      it into a cup and passed it to Adam in Eden, for him to keep
      safe and
      to benefit from its power.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
When
      Adam was forced out of Eden he took the cup with him. By
      descendancy,
      the cup or Grail passed into the hands of Osiris, the
      guardian
      divinity of Egypt.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
When
      Osiris was then killed by Seth and his corpse had been
      dismembered
      and scattered throughout the land, the cup was lost. So,
      humanity
      lost its invaluable source of knowledge.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        

        
Many
        centuries later, in the city of Camelot, in Armorica, King
        Arthur,
        with the aid of the druid Merlin, called together twelve
        knights,
        gathered around the well known Round Table, with the aim of
        relocating the invaluable cup of the Grail. The cup was
        brought back
        to Camelot and King Arthur sought to use it to recreate a
        new Eden;
        but not all the knights were capable of sustaining the
        knowledge it
        contained and so the Grail appeared and disappeared in the
        empty
        centre of the Round Table.
        
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      modern quest for the Grail has involved all kinds of initiate
      organisations, from the Templars to the most disparate
      esoteric
      groups.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
The
      Grail has also acted as a strong inspiration for Alchemy: the
      philosophers’ stone is associated with ‘Lapis exillis’, the
      stone of knowledge that fell from the heavens.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
Many
      writers have associated the figure of Phaeton with the legend
      of
      Lucifer: the similarity with the mediaeval myth of the Grail
      is even
      more obvious.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
Plato,
      the Athenian philosopher in the 5th century BCE, interpreted
      the
      legend of Phaeton as an esoteric symbolism whose exegesis
      displays a
      very concrete significance, referring to a real event. In
        
        
        

        

        

        
Timaeus
        
        
        
        

        
,
      one of his dialogues, Plato seeks to demonstrate the reality
      behind
      his myths and warns his interlocutor that the latter may be
      vessels
      of historical evidence:
        
        
        
        



         




“
        

        

        

        
O
      Solon, Solon, you Greeks are but children and there is not
      such a
      thing as an old Greek! You are young in soul, every one of
      you. There
      is no old doctrine handed down among you by ancient tradition
      nor any
      science which is hoary with age, and I will tell you the
      reason
      behind this. There have been and will be again many
      destructions of
      mankind arising out of many causes, the greatest having been
      brought
      about by earth-fire and inundation. For in truth the story
      that is
      told in your country as well as ours, how once upon a time
      Phaethon,
      son of Helios, yoked his father’s chariot, and, because he
      was
      unable to drive it along the course taken by his father,
      burnt up all
      that was upon the earth and himself perished by a thunderbolt
      - that
      story, as it is told, has the fashion of a legend, but the
      truth of
      it lies in the occurrence of a shifting of the bodies in the
      heavens
      which move round the earth, and a destruction of the things
      on the
      earth by fierce fire, which recurs at long intervals. At such
      times
      all they that dwell on the mountains and in high and dry
      places
      suffer destruction more than those who dwell near to rivers
      or the
      sea.
        
        
        
        



         




        

        

        

        

        
Whatever
        happened either in your country or ours or in any other
        country of
        which we are informed, any action which is noble and great
        or in any
        other way remarkable which has taken place, all that has
        been
        inscribed long ago in our temple records. Whereas you and
        other
        nations did not keep imperishable records and then, after a
        period of
        time, the usual inundation visits like a pestilence and
        leaves only
        those of you who are destitute of letters and education;
        thus you
        have to begin over again as children and know nothing of
        what
        happened in ancient times either among us or among
        yourselves.’ As
        for those genealogies of yours which you have related to
        us, they are
        no better than tales of children; for in the first place,
        you
        remember one deluge only, whereas there were a number of
        them. And in
        the next place there dwelt in your land, which you do not
        know, the
        fairest and noblest race of men that ever lived of which
        you are but
        a seed or remnant. And this was not known to you because
        for many
        generations the survivors of that destruction made no
        records.” 
        
        
        
        

        

        

        
1
        
        
        
        
        




         




        

        

        

        

        
Plato,
        referring to the myth of Phaeton, re-connected to that of
        the Grail,
        claims that, like all legends, it was no more than a
        children’s
        tale hiding a true significance; in other words a narration
        of the
        fall of one of those many objects orbiting the Earth,
        which, every
        now and again, fall upon it, causing death and
        destruction.
        
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
In
      actual fact, observation of satellite images of Europe,
      around the
      area of Piedmont, reveals signs, levelled over time, of an
      ancient
      impact that presumably occurred millions of years ago. This
      was
      probably in an epoch when dinosaurs were still alive, before
      their
      inexplicable extinction.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
But
      how can this fact be assessed? According to science, the
      human race
      should not have existed at that time. So how could a memory
      of the
      occurrence have survived? Who preserved the narration of that
      extraordinary event? Were there perhaps other forms of
      intelligent
      life which then passed on their knowledge to the subsequent
      human
      race?
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
It
      also begs the question why, if it was simply a case of a
      falling
      asteroid, ancient tradition attached significance to that
      object
      considering it to be a source of knowledge, as suggested by
      the latin
      acronym GRAAL (Gnosis Recepta Ab Antiqua Luce); in English
      ‘knowledge
      received from ancient light’.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
There
      is no doubt that this area of Europe was theatre to an
      occurrence of
      significant importance for the creatures living at that time
      and
      which exercised an appeal of mystic interest for many other
      cultures
      over time and over the whole continent.
        
        
        
        



        

        

        

        
Some
      writers, for example, even report that an Egyptian prince
      came to
      visit the area many centuries later. The writings of Emanuele
      Thesauro in 1679 tell of an Egyptian prince, the brother of
      Osiris,
      the holder of the secret of the Grail, who came to these
      parts from
      Egypt with his personal army, to establish a colony here. In
      the same
      work, an Egyptian prince who drowned in the Po during a
      daredevil
      chariot race, bore the name of Phaeton Eridanus. After his
      death, the
      name Eridanus was used for the river where he perished and
      which
      corresponds to the present day River Po.
        
        
        
        



         




        

        

        

        

        

        

        
1
        
        
        
        
        
        

        

        

        

        
Plato,
            Timaeus, translation by Cesare Giarratano, Laterza,
            Bari
2019


  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                


              
            
          
        
      
    
  





  

    

  

  
Phaeton and the Golden Wheel in a mosaic
from 200 BCE





                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    
                        The cyclopean city of Rama
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                
                    
                    


  

    

      

        
Local
        accounts
      
    
  




  

    

      
According
      to local accounts, immediately after the flood that is
      recounted in
      all the traditions of the planet and presumably also after
      the
      disappearance of the great civilisation in the Black Sea area
      (which
      is the subject of a separate chapter further on), a
      mysterious
      cyclopean city called Rama was constructed in the Susa
      Valley.
    
  




  

    

      
Ancient
      reports in the Susa Valley, in the North of Italy, refer to
      the
      existence, in the distant past, of this cyclopean city of
      Rama.
      Descriptions suggest that it might resemble the Peruvian
      megalithic
      fortresses, or those of Oceania. Legends from subsequent
      centuries
      add that this mythical city was one of the places where the
      Grail was
      kept, for a certain period.
    
  




  

    

      
The
      myth of this city survived over the centuries thanks to the
      oral
      traditions of the local druids and researchers in the 1800s
      and the
      beginning of the last century, who collected first hand
      details and
      documentary evidence of its existence.
    
  




  

    

      
According
      to this information, the megalithic city of Rama stood on the
      slopes
      of the Roc Maol mountain, which was the ancient name of Mount
      Rocciamelone, whose summit had been used by ancient
      worshippers,
      including, lastly, the cult of Jupiter. The city was built
      with large
      blocks of stone, which must have weighed on average between
      four and
      five tons each. Its cyclopean walls stretched out over 27
      kilometres
      and its immense stone porticoes covered the whole length of
      the
      valley, along the straight road passing through the small
      towns of
      Bruzolo, Chianocco and Foresto on the banks of the river
      Dora.
    
  




  

    

      
Rama
      was not the only large building in stone, but was part of an
      immense
      urban agglomeration including smaller settlements stretching
      from the
      town of Susa, down the valley as far as the gates of the
      present city
      of Turin, as well as passing over the Alps. Rama was the one
      and only
      city in existence at that time and was the peaceable and
      intellectual
      capital of a mysterious people.
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