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Once upon a time, there was a
king of Albania named Elinas. Since his beloved wife had died, the
king had found amusement and comfort from his grief by spending
much of his time out hunting.

 

 

One day whilst he was out with his men, he came across a
fountain and went to quench his thirst. As he approached it he
heard the sweetest voice of a woman singing, and when he got there
he met with the beautiful fairy, Pressina. The king was charmed and
soon fell in love with her and began to court her.

 



After some time the fairy Pressina consented to marry the king,
but only on the condition that he would vow to never visit her at
the times when she was having her lie-in in her chambers.

 



Presina's first three babies were born together as triplets,
daughters whom she named Melusina, Melior, and Palatina. The king
also had had a son by his first wife who had died, called Nathas,
and when the triplets were born, Nathas was the first to know, and
he ran straight away to tell his father. 

 



The king was so overjoyed that, without thinking, he ran to the
queen's chambers and burst straight into the room, just as she was
bathing her new baby daughters. This was at the time of the queen's
official lie-in, in her chambers, when she was resting and was
meant to be left alone. 
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