

    
      


        
    

  

    
      


        
    

  

    
      


        
    

OEBPS/images/ebook_page_image_111645_2.jpg
INTRODUCTION

«Mercy is not poverty of means and then a resignation: it is God’s reaction» against evil, against the
Devil. In fact «the Lord in the Gospel reveled liimself to us, liis ability to act in the cross, in mercy».
Christmas reveals to us this same mystery of mercy: God loves man so much that He sent His
only Son, to justify - so to say - of the great sin of men for all time. God decided to take the
weak flesh of a child, for His great mercy, to redeem us from our sin. So, coming into the
world to save us, Christ has revealed not only the heart of the Father, but also His Face
revealed through the Old Testament, whit these words: «The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness" (Ex 34: 6). These are
TInuman words but were prompted and uttered by the Holy Spirit. They tell us the truth about God.
They were true in the past, they are true today and they will always be true; they make s see in our
mind's eye the Face of the Invisible One, they tell us the Name of the Ineffable One. This Name is
Mercy, Grace, Faithfulness»?.

We can now come closer to Him - to Him as a Child - with no fear. We can convert to Him -
although we are sinners - and we can contemplate His Face, the true Face of God, the Face of
God’s mercy.

Pope Francis has written about this argument, in the Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary
Jubilee of Mercy: «Mercy is not opposed to justice but ratler expresses God’s way of reaching out
to the sinner, offering hint a new chance to look at limself, convert, and believe»>.

The mystery of Christmas reminds us that «in the fullness of tine, tlhe Son of God became nan
to give life, for the salvation of eacl one of us, and gave himself as bread in the Eucharistic nystery
to enable us to enter lis Covenant which makes us his children. May botl God’s merciful goodness
and his sublime “steadfast love for ever” reacl far afield. This is also important for us: to remember
the Lord’s goodness. Memory strongly sustains hope. Menory tells us: God exists, God is good, lis
mercy endures for ever. So it is that menory wnfolds, even in the darkest day or time, showing the
way towards the future. It represents “great light” and is our guiding star. We too lave good
mentories of the goodness, of God’s merciful love that endures for ever. Israel’s history is a former
mentory for us, too, of low God revenled limself, low he created a people of his own. Then God
became man, one of us: e lived with us, le suffered with us, he died for us. He stays with us in the
Sacrament and in the Word. It is a listory, a memory of God’s goodness that assures us of lis
goodness: his love endures for ever. And then, in these 2,000 years of the Clurch’s history there is
always, again and again, the Lord’s goodness. And, as in our common, collective history, this
mentory of God’s goodness is present, it lelps us and becomes for us a star of lope so that each one
also has Tiis or ler personal story of salvation.

We must truly treasure this story, and in order to trust must keep ever present in our mind the
mentory of the great things he Ins also worked in my life: his mercy endures for ever. And if today I
an immersed in the dark night, tonorrow le sets me free, for liis mercy is eternal».

*John Baptist Montini - Paul VI, La devozione al Sacro Cuore nei discorsi di Papa Montini, Libreria Editrice Vaticana,
1977, pages. 47-48.

2 Benedict XVI, Homily, 17 May 2008.

3 Francis, Misericordiae Vultus, n. 21.
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We must look ourselves in the mirror of Jesus’ Face, so we can be enlightened by His light,
and purified by Him in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We are called to be the "light of

the world" ( Mt 5,14 ), drawing our light from the light of His infinite, eternal and faithful
love.

e For each day this novena is composed of a biblical text, a brief meditation from the
Magisterium of the Church, Saint Jhon Paul II’s® prayer to the Child Jesus, one Our
Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to the Father.

* Benedict XVI, General audience, 19 October 2011.
5 John Paul Il, Urbi et Orbi Message, 25 December 1994.
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