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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I'm laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…


  




  

    

      

        [image: images]




        © 2013 Behind the Story™ Books




        Behind the Story: A Book Companion




        for the fans, by the fans


      


    


  




  Introduction




  “Are you ready to go backstage?”




  

    Props and Sets




    Book Title: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks




    Author Name: Rebecca Skloot




    Time it was written: 1999 - 2009




    Place it was written: West Virginia




    First publication: February 2, 2010




    Publisher: Crown, First Edition




    Narrator: First Person, Third Person Omniscient




    Point of view: First Person (Rebecca Skloot, Deborah Lacks), Third Person Omniscient (Henrietta Lacks, Others)




    Tone: Written In Clear, Plain Prose, Concise, Straightforward




    Tense: Present and Past




    Setting (Time): 1930s up to the Present (2009)




    Setting (Place): Clover, Virginia; Baltimore; John Hopkins




    Protagonist: Henrietta Lacks, The Lacks Family, Rebecca Skloot




    Theme: Scientific Research and Discovery, Disease, Family, Racism, Poverty, Medical Ethics, Race, Class, Medicine, Education, Unintended Consequences




    Motif: Cells, Scientists, Journalists, Blood, Cancer, Hate, Poverty, Religious Beliefs, John Hopkins


  




  “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Rebecca Skloot is an award-winning science writer who wrote the instant bestseller debut book The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. (3) She was born in Pittsburg, Illinois. Her father, Floyd Skloot, is a writer, memoirist and novelist, and her mother Betsy McCarthy is a hospital administrator, a "professional knitter” and a writer, too. When she was four, she dreamed of being a veterinarian, (15) which is probably the reason why at present, she can’t restrain herself from picking up stray animals in her cabin in the hills of West Virginia, where she escapes to when writing a book. (2) In her teens, she proclaimed herself a “derelict” and did not excel academically (she failed her first year in high school). She was forced to attend community college when she was 16 to make up for high school credits. “I had some issues with the traditional school system and eventually ended up at this alternative high school ... It was like a hippie school, like a holdover from Oregon in the '60s, where we had dream studies instead of science.” (15) It was during this time that she first learned about Henrietta Lacks a.k.a. “HeLa” in a science class.




    As Skloot grew up, she veered between science and journalism (3) and got at an impasse after acquiring a degree in Biological Sciences in Colorado State University then an MFA in Creative Nonfiction. She actually didn’t think she would become a writer in spite of the fact that her father was a renowned author, but she needed to produce a manuscript for her M.A. This was the time that writing about Henrietta Lacks entered her head, since HeLa was one of her subjects in her thesis, “Forgotten Women in Science.” But even before that, while still in Colorado State, she wrote an article about the unnecessary deaths of lab animals in the school. It caused a commotion—students went to the dean to protest about the injustice. She realized that she could combine science and writing and do something good. One could say she was on the road. (3) She financed her degrees by working in emergency rooms, neurology labs, veterinary morgues and martini bars.




    As a science spokesperson and writer, she gives talks on subjects ranging from bioethics to book proposals at conferences and universities nationwide. (2) As a writer/journalist, she has written articles for The New York Times magazine, O, The Oprah Magazine, Discover (1) and many others. Her specialty is narrative science writing and she has explored topics like goldfish surgery, tissue ownership rights, race and medicine, food politics and packs of wild dogs in Manhattan. (2) She worked as a correspondent for NPR’s Radiolab and PBS’s NOVA Science NOW. She’s a contributing editor at Popular Science magazine and, together with her father, is a guest editor of The Best American Science Writing 2011. She is a former Vice President of the National Book Critics Circle. She taught Creative Nonfiction and Science Journalism at the University of Memphis, reason why she and her boyfriend, actor/writer/director David Prete, moved there. (15) She also taught at the University of Pittsburgh, and the New York University. She has been featured on numerous television shows like CBS Sunday Morning, The Colbert Report and (1) Fox Business News and was named One of Five Surprising Leaders of 2010 by the Washington Post. Because of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, she was given the Goodreads Choice Awards Best Debut Author of the Year for 2010. Barnes & Noble gave her their Discover Great New Writers Pick 2010. (2)
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