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blessing of the world of spirit. I pray that each whom 



  
it reaches may have his eyes opened and his soul 



  
touched, for until the soul is quickened and is aware of 



  
the higher, deeper, nobler and greater things of life, 
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Silver Birch, as we
call him, is not a Red Indian. Who he is, we do not know. We assume
that he uses the name of the spirit through whose astral body he
expresses himself, it being impossible for the high vibration of
the spiritual realm to which he belongs to manifest except through
some other instrument. He is the spirit guide of what is known as
“Hannen Swaffer’s Home Circle.” “One day I will tell you who I am,”
he told us recently. “I had to come in the form of a humble Indian
to win your love and devotion, not by the use of any high-sounding
name, and to prove myself by the truth of what I taught. That is
the Law.”

 



Now Silver Birch came into my life soon
after I became a Spiritualist in 1924. Ever since then, I have
listened, for an hour and more at a time, to his teaching, his
guidance and his counsel, and learned to love and respect him more
than I love and respect any earthly being.

 



He first functioned in an extraordinary way.
A young man of eighteen, an Atheist who was making a study of
Spiritualism, went mockingly to a circle in one of the poorest of
London’s suburbs. He laughed outright when, to use his own words,
“old women became Chinamen and all sorts of things,” only to be
reproved by a medium who, in trance, said: “
You will be doing this before long.” Although he went away
incredulous and sceptical, he returned the next week to the circle
and then, half-way through, apologized for having fallen asleep.
“You have been in trance,” said someone sitting next to him. “Your
guide gave his name and said that he has been training you for this
for years and that, before long, you will be speaking on
Spiritualist platforms.” Again, the young man laughed …

 



In those days, Silver Birch spoke very few
words of English, and those with a very crude accent. As the years
passed, for he began to control his new-found medium often, his
knowledge of our language so improved that his simple eloquence now
often transcends that of any speaker to whom I have ever listened.
“How do you know that the medium was in trance?” I have been asked.
On more than one occasion Silver Birch, speaking through his
medium, has told us to stick a pin in the medium’s hand, and then
to stick it in deeper. When coming out of trance, the medium has
not remembered feeling anything. Nor has any mark been visible.
“How do you know it does not come from the medium’s subconscious
mind?” is another question. Well, in some ways, the two contradict
each other. Silver Birch teaches Reincarnation. The medium himself
turns down this theory and yet, in trance, confounds himself. Then
another curious little thing is the fact that until, so that the
guide’s words could be printed in 
Psychic News, a reporter started to take them down, the
medium always remembered, just as he was going to sleep that night,
what he had said in trance. This was because, when consenting to be
a medium, he had extracted from Silver Birch a promise that he
would know what had said. Directly we started to record it, all
this stopped. Now, the medium reads, next morning, the report of
the sitting and is amazed at the beauty of the language that is
uttered through his lips.

 



Silver Birch is a teacher. He does not heal.
He seldom gives evidential messages. Now and then, he apologizes
for that, saying that he often regrets that he confined his mastery
of the medium to teaching. Although he regards this teaching as
all-important, he recognizes that the world needs evidence of
Survival. During recent years, I have taken all sorts of people to
hear Silver Birch talk—ministers of religion, journalists, people
from all parts of the world. I have 
never heard from any one of them a word of
criticism of anything he said. One parson who took to him his
theological difficulties found himself reduced to silence when, in
simple words, Silver Birch explained what he calls “the Law”.
“Write down the most difficult questions you can think of,” I had
said to the minister, beforehand. He went along, eager to challenge
one of those spirit guides he had heard so often condemned by men
of his cloth. He came away confounded. Silver Birch had made
difficult theology too simple for a theologian.

 



Now my home circle, of whom Silver Birch is
the guide, sits every Friday night. Regularly every week, 
Psychic News prints a verbatim record of what he says. It
is given to our home circle not for our private use, but so that it
can be broadcast right across the world. As a consequence, Silver
Birch has more followers than any earthly preacher. They belong to
every clime and to almost every race, and are people of all shades
of colour. Yet, put down in cold print, Silver Birch’s words cannot
do more than convey a little of the nobility of his character, the
warmth of his friendship and the natural dignity of his utterance.
Sometimes, they compel tears. We know that we are in the presence,
however humbly he may speak, of a high, exalted spirit. He never
reproves. He never finds fault.

 



The Churches talk of Jesus of Nazareth, of
whom they know little, and of whose existence they have no proof.
Silver Birch talks of “The Nazarene”, as he calls him, as the
highest of all the spiritual beings with whom he has contact, and,
as Silver Birch has proved to us, after years of close association,
that he could not lie, we know, if only because he says so, that
the Jesus of the New Testament is still functioning, still engaged
on that divine mission which once brought him to this earth. So, to
us, the words, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world,” have a meaning which the Churches cannot explain.

 



When, in the pages which follow, you read
Silver Birch’s teaching, you must understand that it is all written
down in the dark by a reporter who uses Braille notepaper, and who,
expert stenographer though he is, is often tested severely to keep
pace with the rapidity of Silver Birch’s speech. On no occasion has
a single word to be altered. Silver Birch’s words flow in perfect
English. Only the punctuation marks have to be put in, and even for
these there is always a natural place which could not be mistaken.
Silver Birch’s philosophy, as you will easily understand, is that
of a Pantheist, a man who realizes that God is found in Nature
itself, that there is an unalterable Law which governs everything,
and that God is the Law. “You are within the Great Spirit,” says
Silver Birch, “and the Great Spirit is within you.” So we learn we
are all potential gods, part of the great creative principle which
is Everything.

 



Yet Silver Birch does not stop at unapplied
philosophy. He forces home, always, the lesson that we are here to
do a job. He sums up religion in the one word “Service,” and
strives to teach us, clumsy instruments though we may be, that we
are in this world so that we may make an end of war, abolish
poverty and hasten the time when God’s bounty will be spread in all
its lavishness among all the peoples of the world. “Our
allegiance,” says Silver Birch, “is not to a Creed, not to a Book,
not to a Church, but to the Great Spirit of Life and to His eternal
natural laws.” So it is that the members of his circle, six in
number, include three Jews and three Gentiles, who find in
Spiritualism no racial or creedal difference. Three were Agnostics
and a fourth was a Wesleyan minister who, just before he joined our
circle, had left Methodism because no longer could he accept its
teachings.

 



Sometimes, to vary the sittings, Silver
Birch allows some other spirit to control his medium. So we have
been visited by Northcliffe, Galsworthy, Hall Caine, Gilbert
Parker, Horace Greeley, 
Dick Sheppard, Abraham Lincoln and personal
friends of the sitters. Still, all that is for another book …

 



During my years of sitting with Silver
Birch, I have never known him wrong in any particular. He seldom
prophesies, but when he does so his words are borne out in detail
by what happens afterwards. He never forgets anything, although we
may do so, and he never makes a mistake. And never, by any
syllable, does he depart from his self-chosen mission to instruct
the children of men in a simpler and more beneficent way of
life.
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These teachings
from Silver Birch—he insists that he is not the author, but the
messenger through whom they are relayed from higher sources—are not
put forward as the infallible utterances of a being possessed of
all wisdom. It is not the object of spirit intercourse that we
should denude ourselves of the critical faculty and accept blindly
the words of another, whether in this world or the next. Nor is it
the desire to create a new Orthodoxy, for revelation is progressive
and is dependent on our capacity to receive it. The appeal of
Silver Birch is to Reason, and if anything he says is not
acceptable to the reader’s reason then it should be rejected or at
least left as an open question pending further evidence.

To make the book more useful for reference,
I have selected from the reports of hundreds of sittings the
teachings of the guide on each specific subject. It should not be
assumed that each chapter is a report of one long, connected
speech. It may be composed of extracts from Silver Birch’s remarks
spread over thirty or forty séances. It has been my task to group
these extracts in such a way as to preserve continuity of thought
throughout the treatment of each subject.

 



March, 1938.

A. W. AUSTEN.
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Here, Silver Birch tells in his own words of the long
struggle he had before he was able to transmit his
message.


 



When I was asked, many long years ago, whether
I would return to the world of matter and find on earth a band who
would work with me to deliver the message of the spirit, I said I
would, as did many others, and my task was given me. I was told
that I would have to search and find an instrument and so attach
myself to this instrument that I would be able to express through
him the message that I was charged to deliver. So I searched our
records and found my medium.

 



I watched from the time that he was conceived,
and from the moment that the spirit began to express itself—albeit
as a little flicker—I brought my influence to bear and started
there and then this association which has lasted all these years. I
helped to mould the spirit and the tiny little mind and throughout
every phase of that life I watched his every experience, learned
how to get a close association and I accustomed myself throughout
the days of boyhood to all the mental processes, to all the
physical habits. I studied my instrument from every aspect—mind,
spirit and physical body. And then I had to guide his footsteps
towards an understanding of these spirit truths. First, I guided
him to make a study of the many religions in your world of matter,
until his mind revolted and he began to be what your world calls an
Atheist. And when that had played its part in the mental
unfoldment, he was ready for me to begin my task of speaking
through his lips. I guided him to his first meeting. I helped to
bring him to his first circle. And there, in the power provided, I
made my first contact—so crude, so trivial, but from my point of
view so important—and I uttered my first expression in the world of
matter through another’s organism. From that day I learned how to
obtain better and better control, until now you see the result. We
have achieved so much that I can register the totality of my ideas
and eliminate for all purposes what is in the medium’s own
personality.

 



Now I would like to tell you something about my
mission. They said to me: “You will have to go into the world of
matter and, when you have found your instrument, you will have to
bring to him sympathetic souls who will aid you to deliver your
message.” I have told you that part of my story before—how I
searched and found you all and brought you together. But the
greatest difficulty I had to face was that I had to make the choice
whether I would return to provide those proofs that your world must
have to satisfy itself—material proofs, I mean, not spiritual ones,
for your world does not understand those—or whether I would return
as a teacher and teach truth. I chose the harder.

 



I said that, after all those long years, with
all the manifold experiences I had had in the realms of spirit, I
would return and try to appeal with love to those whom I would
strive to teach. I would appeal to reason. I would appeal to the
judgment of mature, evolved and what you call educated minds. I
would reveal the message of the spirit in all its simplicity. I
would say nothing that offended reason. I would strive to manifest
love, never to reproach with anger, but to appeal always with love,
and prove by precept and example and by all I did that I was what I
claimed to be—a messenger of the Great Spirit. And I imposed upon
myself the burden of anonymity, so that I would make no appeal of
illustrious personage, title, rank, or fame, but would be judged on
what I said and what I did. When I was in the spheres at the last
festival they praised me and said I had accomplished much of my
mission. And tears of joy fell down 
my face. But my mission is not yet over. There
is still more to be done.

 



Because of the work that others have done—the
same work that we do—there is more light in your world of matter,
there is more happiness, there is less sorrow, less tears. We have
won a partial victory over the grave. We have inspired many to let
their higher selves rise in their lives. We have driven out many of
the falsehoods of the past that have blinded men’s eyes to justice
and truth. We have helped to free many from the prison-house of
creed and dogma which has afflicted your world for so many years,
shaming reason with its foolish stupidities. We have sought—and
succeeded in some measure—to teach of a Great Spirit of love and
wisdom, not of partiality, not of wrath, not vindictive and angry,
not a dealer of pestilence and disease. We have sought to reveal
the Nazarene as a great exemplar. And many have seen the reason
that lies in our teaching.

 



Great work has been done, but a greater work
still has to be done. There is war in your world of matter, war
that need not be, for if your world knew these truths and lived
them, men would not kill. There is starvation, when there is plenty
of the Great Spirit’s bounty. There are mean hovels where the
children of the Great Spirit are compelled to live, deprived of
fresh air, unable to catch the health-giving rays of the sun,
forced to live below the line of sustenance. There is want and
distress and misery. There are still superstitions to be killed.
There are still aching hearts. There are still diseases to be
vanquished. Our task is not yet complete. We rejoice at the work
that has been done and pray that strength shall be given to us so
that, with your co-operation, we may be enabled to render greater
service still.


  

    


  


* * * * *

 



I am only the mouthpiece of those who sent me,
and I seek no glory for myself and no reward. I have no desire to
aggrandize myself or my personality. I rejoice to be a vehicle for
expressing these truths, lost for many centuries and now restored
to the world of matter, stamped with the seal of divine truth. My
part is that of the messenger who speaks the message and I have
striven to be faithful and to convey that which was given to me
according to the instrument that I have and the power which I have
earned. I only want to be of service and, if the few teachings I
express help one soul to find peace in a stormy life, to find the
shelter of truth after having experienced the storms of doubt, if
within the sanctuary of these simple spiritual truths one can find
happiness and be inspired to serve, then perhaps we have
accomplished something of the Father’s work.
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Why should those in the spirit world trouble to come back
to enlighten us on earth? It is because they know that the world
needs their message more than it needs anything else. Here, Silver
Birch explains why he has returned to teach us.


 



Like many others, I was asked whether I would
go back into the belt of matter to try to save those in your world
who were trying to destroy themselves and the world in which they
lived. We have tried to work amongst you, and we still try to work
amongst you, seeking by your own standards to prove that those who
leave your world still live in the fuller realms of the Great
Spirit, so that you shall understand that you are part of the Great
Spirit even as they are. Although we strive in these things, there
are many who seem to think it is more important to worry about the
toys than the message. What does it matter whether the message
comes from one whom the world calls white, or black, or yellow, or
red? What does it matter if the laws of the Great Spirit are given
you by one who has had much education or not, so long as it is the
Law, so long as it is the truth? Many years ago, you were taught
that “A little child shall lead them.” Until you learn to put away
the foolish wisdom of the wise, and get back to the simplicity of
the child, you will not advance much either in your world or in
mine. Your world makes a difference between those whose skins have
been coloured by the sun of the Great Spirit. They look at their
skins and forget that their spirits are all one.

 



Why do you think you have wars? Why do you
think you have misery? Why do you think you have great sorrow in
your world? Because those who are blinded by matter and can only
see through its limitations do not see that behind the things of
matter there is a unifying spirit of the Great Spirit. Because they
seek to make differences, they have chaos, they have disaster, they
have bankruptcy.

 



I have told you before, it is we whom you call
the “savage” Indians that have been brought back, as part of the
Law of the Great Spirit, to try to teach you the laws that your
civilization has forgotten. You have sought to build your lives on
the systems of your own material world. You have sought to become
educated and cultured and have tried to build up a civilization
away from the laws of the Great Spirit. Because of that, your world
has fallen. It is in ruins, just as much in ruins as is the
civilization of the olden days. Because we love you, because that
love which comes from the Great Spirit flows through all of us, we
come back to you to try to help you to pick up the pieces and build
them on the structure of eternal things, the laws of the Great
Spirit. If, because when we lived on earth we had coloured skins,
you say to us: “No, we refuse to have the world put right because
your skin is coloured. We would rather have disaster, unless we can
be helped by people whose skins are white.” But, all the same, I
want you to know that you help us. There is much in the things that
you have discovered in your own civilization that helps us. It is a
perfect law in its operation. We seek to teach you what we have
learned in the realms of spirit, and we seek to imbibe whatever
knowledge you can give us. It is through that law of co-operation
that the new heaven will come into your world.

 



One day in your world all the colours will
merge, for all the colours have their part to play. All peoples
will merge, because each has something to give to the world. You
can see the time coming, if you look with the eyes of the spirit,
when all will live together in harmony, giving all 
peoples the advantage of their own race, their
own culture and their own learning. We are all servants of the
Great Spirit—you and I and those who work with us—seeking to do His
will. We are misunderstood, often our friends are our greatest
enemies. But we do our work and, because we do that which is right
in the sight of the Great Spirit, we call to our aid all those
forces which belong to the spirit, which are stronger than your
world of matter. And gradually good triumphs over evil, justice
triumphs over injustice, and right triumphs over wrong. Sometimes
the forces of your world push us back for a while, but not for
ever. We must succeed, for we seek to save mankind from himself, to
point to him those higher and better ways which will enable him to
live his life in service, so that he may receive the richness of
soul, spirit and mind, the peace and the happiness which do not
belong to the world of matter but to the higher and greater things
of the spirit.

 



It is a great task on which we are all engaged.
It is a sacred tie that binds us all together and makes us one in
spirit, one in purpose, one in desire. Let us resolve that together
we will renew our opposition to all that which stands in the way of
Truth’s advance, so that our combined efforts bring the power of
the Great Spirit nearer to His children. If the few words I say to
you are of service to you, then they should enable each one of you
to go out into the world and serve the children of matter as I try
to serve you. It is your responsibility to pass on the knowledge
you have. I know that to be the Law. I only seek to interpret into
your language the laws of the Great Spirit. Those who read my words
will not always agree with my interpretations, but I am in a
different world from them. I am sometimes limited by your language
and by my instrument. If we fail to agree, then it is either
because the souls in your world are not yet evolved to an
understanding of greater truths, or because I cannot express all
that is within my soul, which is greater than your earthly language
allows me to interpret.

 



But I am always ready to serve and to teach the
Law, for it is only through an understanding of the laws of the
Great Spirit that the people of the world of matter can live as the
Great Spirit intended they should live. It is better to see than to
be blind, it is better to hear than to be deaf, it is better to be
awake than to be asleep. Let them open their souls to the Great
Spirit. Let them strive to attune themselves to the laws of the
Great Spirit, so that they are at one with Him and He is at one
with them.

 



Then their hearts and souls will be at peace,
they will be in harmony with the great rhythm of the universe, and
discord will disappear from their lives. They will begin to live as
they have never lived before. All knowledge matters. It is not wise
to say you will only receive this amount of knowledge and will go
no further. I strive to transmit all I know so that you may drink
in as much as I have to give you. I do this not because I am
greater than you, not because I am proud of what I possess, but
because only by giving can I serve. All knowledge has its place. Do
not strive to stop at any rung in the ladder of progress. It is
only by imbibing, by striving to get the complete picture, that
life will be understood by you. That refers not only to life in its
material aspects, but life in its spiritual aspects, too, for
whilst your world of matter needs guidance in the things of matter
it is also necessary for the knowledge of the spirit to be given at
the same time. Our message always is that you are living now in the
world of spirit, that the world of matter is but one reflection of
an eternal life.

 



If only those who know would be faithful to the
knowledge, how much more could we accomplish? If only those who
have listened to the voice of the spirit and those who have
witnessed the operation of spiritual laws in the phenomena that
links together the two worlds of 
life would forget Self and rise to the highest
heights that they could scale, we could achieve a great deal.
Knowledge and service are greater than individuals. What we have
achieved is but little compared with what can be achieved. No
limits can be set to the Great Infinite Spirit, to the wisdom, to
the inspiration, to the truth that can be showered upon your world.
There are no restrictions to the mighty power of spirit waiting to
fill your world, when your instruments can provide the right
channels for us to use.
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Silver Birch here explains something of the plan that is
behind spirit communication.


 



Our work is to give that which has a purpose, a
significance, so that, while it demonstrates the existence of Law,
it also enables comfort to be given and knowledge to be spread. Our
work is not only to reveal the existence of laws beyond the
physical, but to reveal truths of the spirit. We have a gigantic
system of misrepresentation to oppose. We have to undo the work of
centuries. We have to destroy the superstructure of falsity that
has been built upon the foundations of creeds. We are striving
always to teach the children of matter how to be free and how to
bask in the sunlight of spiritual truth, how to cast off the
serfdom of creedal slavery. That is not an easy task, for once the
trappings of religion have mastered you, it takes a long time for
spiritual truth to penetrate that thick wall of superstition.

We strive always to reveal the religious
significance of spiritual truth, for, when your world understands
its spiritual import, there will be a revolution mightier than all
the revolutions of war and blood. It will be a revolution of the
soul and, all over the world, they will claim what is their due—the
right to enjoy to the full the liberties of the spirit. Away will
go every restriction which has put fetters on them.

 



Our allegiance is not to a Creed, not to a
Book, not to a Church, but to the Great Spirit of life and to His
eternal natural laws. A great power of the spirit will descend into
your world of matter. In all its countries a mighty force of the
spirit will be felt, for there is a great work to be done to
counteract the selfishness and the ignorance of your world. In time
it will conquer, but, in the process, there will be much travail.
Plenty of workers have come to take their stand at your side. There
are those who are known to you, those who are bound to you with
ties of blood and others who are attracted to serve you out of the
love that they bear for you. When you think of those whose names
you know, try to realize the countless host of the unknown, who
serve without any desire to be known or recognized but who give
their power to be used.

 



The world will not be converted in a blinding
flash like Saul on the road to Damascus. Gradually, the light of
spiritual truths will break through, as more people become aware of
the great knowledge and more instruments are available for the
power of the Great White Spirit to use. You must remember that the
things of the spirit require careful nurture and progress. Sudden
conversions would not be enduring, and our work is intended to be
permanent. Each soul that becomes an instrument for the Great
Spirit, each soul that moves out of darkness into the light, out of
ignorance into knowledge, out of superstition into truth, is
helping to advance the world, for each one of these is a nail that
is driven into the coffin of the world’s materialism. What you must
all learn is that there are two forms of development. You can
unfold that which is of the soul and you can unfold that which is
of the spirit. One is the development of only the psychic faculty,
and the other is soul growth. Where you get the development of the
psychic without the spiritual, there you have a low plane of
vibration. When you get a combination of both, then you have not
only a great medium, but a great man or woman.

 



What a glorious message we have for your world
of matter—a message that makes men free and teaches them to rejoice
in their divine heritage; a message that teaches them to throw off
all shackles and bonds; a message that teaches them to rejoice in
the fulness of spiritual 
knowledge; a message that shows them how to
live not only on the planes of matter, but on the planes of spirit;
a message that brings them beauty, love and wisdom, understanding,
truth and happiness; a message that speaks of service, service,
service.

 



And yet we are denied by those who do not
understand the revelation of the Great Spirit and who deny the
spirit, as the power of the spirit has been denied throughout all
times. The work that we do becomes more and more necessary. Your
world is full of bloodshed, tears of misery and bitterness. In its
blindness, your world will not live according to the laws of the
Great Spirit. It has chosen the path that leads to darkness and to
despair. We offer the knowledge that leads to hope, to light, to
peace and to harmony. Your world may despise us, in its ignorance.
It may reject the message that we bring. It may deny the power that
accompanies us. But our great truth must prevail, for it is of the
Great Spirit.

 



Those who strive to live against the Law reap
for themselves the results of a bitter harvest. Those who live with
the Law reap a harvest of happiness and plenty, in the things of
matter and in the things of the spirit. Through all the darkness
that prevails, do not abandon hope, but be assured in the knowledge
that those who work with you for the upliftment of humankind, who
strive to bring better conditions into your world of matter, will
prevail, for the power that is on their side is the mightiest power
in the universe.

You will not achieve that which is worth
achieving without travail, without sorrow. Your world must learn
its lessons in the only way it can learn them. We are breaking
through all over the world of matter. Our message illumines minds
in every part of your world, and, as the light of the spirit breaks
in on your world, so its rays disperse the darkness of your
materialism. We do not seek to terrify you with threats of
punishment. We do not seek to make you craven cowards, living your
lives because of fear. We strive to make you realize the latent
divinity that is yours, that you may express more of the Great
Spirit, that you may rise to greater heights and fill your mind
with greater truth and wisdom.

 



We urge you to be dissatisfied with what you
have already received, because only through discontent and the
desire to reach out can greater knowledge come. He who is satisfied
stagnates: he who is discontented struggles towards greater
freedom. We never say to you: “Do not use your reason: have faith
only.” We say: “Use that which the Great Spirit has given you. Test
us. Examine us. If aught that we say is debasing, cruel or immoral,
then reject us.” If we seek always to teach you to live nobler
lives, lives of greater self-sacrifice and of idealism, then surely
that demonstrates that the hall-mark of the Great Spirit is stamped
upon our teaching. If we raise up one soul, if we give comfort to
one who mourns, if we give hope to one who is faint-hearted, if we
give strength to one who is weary, then has it not been worth
doing?

 



Think of the many whom our message disturbs,
whom it puzzles, who are perplexed, who, bound to a creed, cannot
escape—yet they hear the voice of freedom calling to their
imprisoned souls and their minds struggle to be free. They are the
ones for whom the message is intended, those to whom it comes as an
incentive to reach out to what before was unattainable. All truth
is but a stepping stone.

If you hear through the lips of the medium
through whom I address you that which makes your reason revolt,
that which contradicts the love of the Great Spirit, that which is
foolish, that which is an insult to your intelligence, then know
that my day is done and I have failed.

 



Though I have spoken to you many, many times, I
do not think I have ever said anything which is contrary to the
highest aspirations of the soul. For our appeal is always to the
highest that is 
within you.

The world must learn to perform its own
salvation. There is no ready-made plan. There is no prepared,
cut-and-dried system. Your world has to learn that, behind what it
regards as the manifestations of life, there is the eternal reality
of the spirit, that the children of matter are not only worldly
beings but spiritual beings expressing themselves through bodies of
matter. The bodies of matter must be as perfect as they can be made
through having all the necessities of life freely at their
disposal, as the Great Spirit would have them. Then their spirits
must be freed from all dogmatic and creedal trammels, so that they
do not give allegiance to things that have no real or spiritual
value, so that they work only for that which is true, so that the
warring and the quarrelling and the strife over creeds and dogmas,
which have held your world in chains for thousands of years, can be
abolished.

 



We preach the gospel of the spiritual
brotherhood of all peoples, with the Great White Spirit as the
common Father. What stands in the way is the earthly conception,
the churches built on error, the usurping of privilege, the pride
and the power of tyrants, petty tyrants who hold the whip hand. As
our teaching grows in your world, it will mean the end of all
separateness between peoples. It will mean the end of national
barriers. It will mean the end of race distinctions, class
distinctions, colour distinctions and all the distinctions between
churches and chapels, temples, mosques and synagogues, for
gradually all will learn that they have a part of the Great
Spirit’s truth and that the part enshrined in the heart of every
other religion in no way contradicts that portion which is precious
to them. So, out of the apparent confusion, the divine pattern will
take its shape and harmony and peace will come. I tell you these
things, so that you can understand part of the great Plan, the part
that we who return from the world of spirit play in it, and the
part that each one of you must play in it before your earthly
course is run.

 



What we preach, fits in with all the noble and
elevated ideas that have come to the vision of all the reformers,
all the saints, all the seers and all the idealists who have
striven in every age to render service. Because they were great
souls, their spiritual eyes caught glimpses of the life that could
be, and that vision of beauty sustained them in all their adversity
and struggle. They realized the spirit plan that, one day, will be
put into practice, and so they strove to raise up the children of
matter, to serve.

Though they were vilified, though they were
opposed and ridiculed by those they came to help, their work lived
on, even as the work that is being done today in countless small
temples, such as this, will live on, though many of the people will
be forgotten. The mighty power of the spirit has been launched once
again in your world of matter, and the children of matter do not
possess the power to stem that mighty tide. Your world thinks it
solves its problems by the shedding of blood. But no problem was
ever solved in that way, for bloodshed is needless and leads
nowhere. Why cannot they use the reason which the Great Spirit has
given theme? Why do they think that their only solution must be to
kill as many as possible, that the one who is the greatest killer
is accounted the victor? It is a strange world you live in. Your
world needs our message, the message of the spirit, the realization
of spirit truths, the knowledge that there are spiritual laws and
guidance both from above and from within, so that in its perplexity
it may learn where to turn to find comfort and guidance and
help.

 



We seek nothing for ourselves. We want no
glory. We have simply the desire to be of service, to reveal once
again the laws which have been forgotten, so that the world of
matter may rediscover those powers of the spirit which can bring it
new hope and new life. In your 
perplexity, when all the old standards are
being discarded, when all authorities are being questioned and
their power waning, we seek to reveal the Great Spirit, the supreme
Authority, through His laws which never fail and which never err.
If the world of matter will learn to order its life in accordance
with those laws, peace and concord will rule once again. These
things are part of the great mission which we all have to perform
so that, amidst the crumbling ruins of the discarded beliefs,
mankind may not reject all because of his doubt and scepticism, but
may learn to sift the wheat from the chaff, the fact from the myth,
and hold on to that which is precious, which is enshrined in all
religions, the great truths of the spirit, long overlaid with the
imaginations of the children of matter. The power of the
spirit—which inspired those in days gone by, which gave them vision
and courage, enthusiasm and desire to serve—is available today if
the children of matter will learn to look for it in the operation
of those laws which are at their disposal.

 



The authority of Churches, of books, of creeds,
all these are waning. They are gradually being discarded. But the
authority of spiritual truths abides for ever. When I return to
your world I see the confusion and the chaos, and I realize they
could be dissipated if the clear light of the spirit were allowed
to penetrate, if, instead of just a chink, there could be a strong
illuminating ray. Why do they prefer the darkness when they could
have the light? Why do they prefer ignorance when they could have
knowledge? Why do they prefer superstition when they could have
wisdom? Why do they prefer the dead bones of a creed when they
could have the living truth of the spirit? Why do they prefer the
dust of theology when they could have the waters of spiritual
wisdom? There are souls blindly groping in self-imposed darkness,
chained when they could be free, servile when they could easily be
men of freedom. But I am afraid they have worn their chains for so
long that they are afraid to discard them. A bird that is in a cage
for a long time is afraid that it cannot fly when it is released.
It is good when they throw off their shackles, but they must have
some path which they can tread. We do not want them to be helpless,
without a sign. We want them to be free, but we want them to know
where their freedom will lead. When you have been in bondage for a
long time, there is a tendency in the newly-found freedom that you
will not listen to any guidance that comes to you. You say: “I have
had enough of all this. I have had years of doubt and perplexity.
Now that I have discarded it I do not any longer wish to be
associated with what is called religion.”

 



Sometimes, with the casting off of shackles,
there is a violent reaction. I do not want too much attention paid
to me, the individual, the messenger. I am only concerned with the
message. Your world has for too long concerned itself with
teachers, whom it has aggrandized into exaggerated positions, and
has forgotten what they came to teach. Our mission no longer is to
exalt men and women into high places of authority, but to seek to
reveal truth, knowledge and wisdom. What does it matter whether I
am a teacher of great distinction or a lowly beggar, so long as the
seal of truth stamps what I say? Our appeal is no longer to names
and authorities and books, but to reason alone. We demand nothing
that is contrary to your intelligence. We preach nothing that you
can say is untrue, that is undignified, that is ignoble, that
debases mankind. We seek to reveal that which will elevate the
whole human race and give it a true conception of its position in
life and in the universe, its relationship to the Great White
Spirit and an understanding of its kinship with other members of
the vast human family in your world. No longer will we resort to
books or teachers or authorities, but only to divine Reason, and we
appeal to her. Our truth will not be spread by the citation of a
text said to be stamped with 
divine authority. If it violates reason, then
reject what we say. But you will find that we appeal to the highest
and the best instincts, that we only seek to brush away old
falsehoods and to bring the great truth that man will prize. What
your world calls religion must be founded on truth, and you must
seek to discard all that will not stand the onslaught of
reason.

 



I am only an instrument, striving to reveal
those truths which your world has had so many times and then lost,
and which we are now determined shall be placed in the forefront of
your world of matter, never to be lost again. This time, we are
striving to be certain that the forces of materialism and
selfishness shall not prevail, so that your world may learn to save
itself from the evil which is ready to overtake it. Only the
application of these truths in their ramifications in your daily
lives can avert the fearful catastrophe that looms in front of you.
Your world is bankrupt and chaotic. It is filled with despair and
strife and bitterness. Reason has been dethroned and selfishness
rules in the world. We seek to restore reason, to replace error
with truth, superstition with knowledge, darkness with light, so
that those who are weak in the struggle may find strength and those
who are helpless may become whole again, so that those who are
tired may become refreshed, so that those who suffer injustice may
have their due.

 



We strive to reveal these truths, not only as
they are known in their relation to the laws of the spirit, but
also to the laws of matter, for to us the world of matter is part
of the universe of the Great Spirit, and you cannot be “religious”
if you are indifferent to the sufferings of despairing humanity.
Those who serve are accounted as the great ones by us, and the
service they render is not confined to helping the soul to find
truth, for there is other service to be rendered. There is the
service of freeing poor, racked bodies from pain, the service of
fighting injustice and tyranny, the service of fighting hate, the
service of preserving freedom and the service of abolishing the
evils of your world and giving the spirit in man a chance to
express itself as the Great Spirit desires that it should.

I am sorry that the children of the Great
Spirit have wandered so far from the things of the spirit that a
rap on a table has to be used to make them understand His laws. You
are all parts of the Great Spirit. He says to you: “Here are all My
laws and here, in you, is a part of Me. Beside you there is all
that can be used to make a perfect universe. I give you all the
tools and you can choose between the things that are right and the
things that are wrong. You can try to work with My laws or against
them.”

The children have chosen. But always those who
are the masters in the world of spirit have to make sure that they
incarnate into matter men who are so tuned to the vibrations of the
Great Spirit that, through them, His work can go on. So far have
the children wandered that they are blind to the things of the
spirit and only understand the things of matter. But after the
storms and the wind have blown through the world there always comes
the new life of the Spring. When the snow lies on the ground and
all looks very bleak, you are not able to see the freshness of the
Spring. But it comes.

 



And gradually, as the great sun of life moves
through the heavens of the Great Spirit, so the majesty of life
comes to its fullest. Throughout the whole world of matter there is
a great cloud of discontent. There will come the Spring of dreams
and the Summer of fulfillment. It will come quickly or slowly as
the children of the Great Spirit exercise their free will. But
wherever in the world of matter one man strives to uplift one other
man, then behind him there are a thousand spirits who try to make
his victory a greater one. No effort for good can ever be lost. No
desire to serve can ever be wasted. There must be a pioneer who
hacks his way through the 
forest and makes the path a little easier for
those who follow. Gradually the path is beaten down and worn
smooth.

 



Sometimes I see the many masters in my world,
with tears in their eyes, looking down on the follies of those who,
one day, will realize how they have thrown away the great
opportunities they had of raising up the children of the earth. And
sometimes I see their faces wreathed in smiles because, in your
world, some unknown man has rendered a service which lights a new
torch of hope in the world.

I, like many others, have come nearer to the
vibrations of the earth to help to push forward that great new
world which waits just round the corner. I come to teach you the
laws of the Great Spirit, and to show you how, if you live
according to them, the bounty of the Great Spirit can be poured
into your hearts and minds. I only see a world filled with sorrow
that should be filled with happiness, darkness where there should
be light, hunger where there should be plenty. I see that the Great
Spirit has provided everything, and yet there are those who are
preventing its distribution. There are obstacles which must be
swept away. I cannot do it. I cannot even criticize. I can only
tell you how the Law can work if you, who are still encased in
matter, will allow it to work through you. Those who do must point
a finger of scorn to the things of earth and show the remedies of
the Great Spirit.

 



Show in your own lives you know the things of
the spirit because the power of the spirit is in you. If I can
teach you the laws and how they work, then I rejoice. If, between
us, we can in one case bring happiness where there was unhappiness,
knowledge where there was ignorance, then at least we shall have
done some service. We do not seek to take away from you the
responsibilities of your own lives, but only to try to inspire you
to live so that men may know the Great Spirit is working through
you. It makes me sad, sometimes, to hear people say: “Oh yes, we
give them bread, but they must thank the Great Spirit first.” Why
not give the bread and not worry whether they thank the Great
Spirit or not? If a man is hungry, why not give him bread? Or they
say: “You can sleep here, but you must say a prayer.”

Have you who possess this knowledge of
Spiritualism ever tried to strike a balance? You have something
that your world cannot measure. You have the priceless knowledge of
the truths of the Great Spirit. You have the realization that your
soul is linked with His great soul. You have the knowledge that you
are a part of the Great Spirit. You have learned how to respond to
the vibrations of the messengers that the Great Spirit sends to
watch over you. Compared with these things, the things of matter
are as mere baubles. You will live for many thousands of years. You
will find that the knowledge you have gained here and the wisdom
you have learned are of greater value to the life of your immortal
soul than the few things that the body of matters seeks in the
world of matter. Do not judge anything by the apparent result. You
see only with the eyes of matter. If you could see with the eyes of
the spirit, you would know that with every child there is perfect
justice. Sometimes I listen to your prayers and sometimes to the
prayers of others. I think that if the Great Spirit were to answer
them all you would not be happy with the result. I have spoken to
many who have crossed from your world to mine. I have not yet met
one who has said, when he saw with the eyes of the spirit, that he
has not been served well by the Great Spirit.

 



There are three great problems in the world of
matter. One is ignorance, another is sorrow, and the third is
poverty. These three things you will always have until knowledge of
the spirit is joined with politics and the children of earth think
and live as the New Knowledge shows them. 
But the tide of victory rolls on. The old
order dies, giving place to the new. The New World is coming. But
do not think that, because of this victory, there will be no more
dark places. There will still be much shedding of tears. There will
be many aching hearts. There is great sacrifice to be made. That
which is a part of the Great Spirit cannot be achieved without
sacrifice. You cannot build up unless you tear down. In times of
great material disaster, the people of your world begin to examine
the foundations of the things of the spirit. When all the things of
matter have failed, they look for a reed to clutch, and they look
into the systems that have been tried and found wanting. Then the
truths of the spirit begin to emerge, and they begin to build their
new world—a world where the laws of the Great Spirit begin to play
their proper part. Until you do that, there will always be great
troubles. The world will never become perfect, because the nearer
perfection it becomes, the more will it realize the perfection in
front of it.
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Questions and Answers



  

    


  



  
If the spirit world is interested in propaganda for
Spiritualism why has it not made greater effort in regard to
newspaper inquiries?


Oh, how little you know. It is always good that
knowledge is spread. Who are you to judge the value of propaganda?
You do not always know when souls are touched. We have our own
methods. Our plans are all prepared, we only need the co-operation
of your world to help us. But you must always remember we do not
wave a wand. We offer no magical formulæ. We seek to reveal the
natural laws of the universe. We seek to touch the souls of your
people so that they can understand that they are all part of the
Great Spirit and the laws of the Great Spirit can work through
them. Our propaganda never ceases. It is not always done by the
noise of your world, but by impressing the soul and the heart, by
closer union with the spirit.


  

    


  



  
Are not the experiences on this earth—such as war, pain, mental
and physical suffering, disease, sorrow, love, hate, joy and
happiness—essential for the development and progress of mankind and
a part of the divine plan?


No, they are not. Wars are not made by the
Great Spirit. Disease is not given by the Great Spirit. These are
the things that the children of matter have brought upon themselves
by the misuse of their free will. There are lessons to be learned,
but they can be learned without the brutalities and the hideous
cruelties that the children of the Great Spirit perpetrate against
each other. Do not mistake the doings of man for the acts of the
Great Spirit.


  

    


  



  
Do you consider the maintenance of the “British Empire,” now a
commonwealth, to be advantageous to the world?


Yes, because all that which binds people in
unity is to be prized. The world must learn to draw closer
together, seeking to find those factors of unity on which it can
stand together. That is why we are opposed to those who strive for
separation. When the soul is liberated it desires to draw together
in harmony all the others in the world.


  

    


  



  
Why is it that we hear so much about a spirit plan, and yet see
such little apparent result of it?



You do not see the results of a plan because
you look at these things with the eyes of matter. You judge
progress in relation to your own short span of life, but we see
progress because we look at things from another plane. We see the
spread of knowledge, a greater understanding of spiritual things, a
rise of tolerance, an increase of good will, a breaking down of
barriers of ignorance and superstition and fear and spiritual
slavery. It is not as if there were to be a sudden revolution. That
could never happen, because all spiritual growth must be slow and
progressive. Do not think that there is need for despair. There is
on one hand—when you see the growing masses of materialistic
forces—but on the other hand there is growing hope as the light of
spiritual truth penetrates the fog of materialistic selfishness.
And, as long as knowledge spreads, truth will be victorious. That
is why our message is so important. It is not for us—it is for you.
It is we who strive to serve you, to make your world realize the
price it must pay for its selfishness, for its wanton ignorance,
its deliberate cruelty. We strive to serve you, to help you,
because we love you. We are not evil spirits, seeking to lure you
on to paths of destruction. We do not seek to make you debase
yourselves, to practise cruelty or sin. Rather do we strive to make
you realize the divinity that is yours, the powers of the Great
Spirit that you possess, how you can practise the law of service
and help the Plan of the Great Spirit.

                    
                





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Teachin

Silver Birch

“May... raise your faces to the sun,
the golden symbol of the Great Spirit”

DEDIZIONE

editrice











