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 • Hold the kalimba with your your thumb on the keys and your other   fingers on the side. • Using your nails to strike the keys will minimize finger pain and   make the sound more crisp. • Use your middle finger to cover the hole on the back to create a   WAH sound. • Train your thumb to move easily between all the keys on each side. • Tune with a mallet.
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The central (the fourth normally) octave has no dots under the letters,
the second (in reality fifth) is represented by one dot, and the third
(sixth) has 2 dots under the letters. We also put one or two dots above
the numbers in the sheet music if they use an octave other than the main
kalimba octave. The dots will help you to begin to play immediately.

Occasionally, the keys make a slightly buzzing noise. If this happens,
simply move the keys left and right softly. If this doesn't work, just
place a paper card between the key and the bridge to solve the problem.
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The low notes are usually in the center of a kalimba. The notes become
higher as you move away from the center. The order of the notes
alternate from right to left, going outward as you move up the scale.
Taking "Do Re Mi Fa So La Ti Do", "Do" is on the right side,

and then you will find "Re" on the left.

Also, the modern kalimba usually has enlarged letters representing the

name of the notes. Often under the enlarged letter (or above the numb-

ers), you can find one or two dots. These dots indicate the octave. Most

kalimbas usually involve fourth, fifth and sixth octaves, and therefore
can produce a high sound.





