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Introduction

	Michael King, Martin Luther King Jr.'s dad, climbed out of poverty in Stockbridge, Georgia, to become an assistant pastor in Atlanta. Martin, initially named Michael Jr., later switches to Martin Jr. after his dad changes his own name, maybe inspired by Martin Luther of Germany. Growing up in a loving environment, Martin Jr. shows a keen interest in learning, soaking up his dad's sermons. Following in the family footsteps, he goes to Morehouse College with dreams of becoming a Baptist minister. But instead of sticking to his dad's path, he heads up North for graduate school and ties the knot with Coretta Scott, a smart woman focused on her career.

	After getting his PhD from Boston University, King and Coretta settle in Montgomery, Alabama, where King takes the reins at Dexter Avenue Church. It's in Montgomery that King's role in the civil rights movement picks up speed, triggered by Rosa Parks's brave refusal to obey segregation laws on city buses. Leading a boycott that lasts over a year, King becomes a big name in the fight for civil rights, giving powerful speeches and carefully planning mass protests. Though he faces setbacks in campaigns like those in Albany, Georgia, and efforts to desegregate parks, King's big moment comes with the historic March on Washington in August 1963. His famous "I Have a Dream" speech solidifies his position as a powerful political figure.

	When Lyndon B. Johnson becomes president in 1963, King finds a sometimes-supportive partner in his push for civil rights laws. Johnson's backing was key in passing the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights Act, marking big wins in King's battle for equality. But despite these successes, King deals with growing challenges. The FBI keeps tabs on him, there are disagreements within the civil rights movement, and he faces criticism for speaking out against the Vietnam War. Still, King keeps pushing to broaden his activism, fighting for economic justice and planning a massive Poor People’s Campaign in Washington, DC.

	Sadly, King's life is cut short while he's in Memphis, Tennessee, supporting a strike by sanitation workers. On April 4, 1968, he's shot by an assassin, with James Earl Ray later identified as the shooter. King's legacy as an American hero stays strong; it's important not to water down his message. His calls for justice and equality are just as urgent today as they were in his time, guiding ongoing fights against unfair systems.

	 


Chapter 1

	A Journey Begins

	In the year 1910, in the town of Stockbridge, Georgia, a young boy named Michael King had a brush with injustice that would shape his life. As he carried a bucket of milk to a neighbor, some white men demanded it from him. When he stood his ground, they beat him. His mother's intervention only further angered the men. Later that night, a violent mob descended upon their home, and fearing for his safety, Michael's father fled into the woods, leaving the family without stability ever since.

	Michael's parents, Jim and Delia, were no strangers to hardship. They grew up in the aftermath of Reconstruction, a time when the promise of freedom for Black people turned sour, leaving them trapped in poverty and segregation. Despite these challenges, the Black church provided a sanctuary—a place where the community could find solace and dream of a better future. But even within Michael's own family, peace was scarce. When his father, in a fit of drunken rage, threatened his life for defending his mother, Michael, at just 14 years old, made the difficult decision to leave home and seek refuge in Atlanta.

	In Atlanta, Michael found employment with a railroad company and nurtured a dream of becoming a Baptist preacher. He arrived in the city during a period when countless Black Americans were fleeing the hardships of the rural South for the promise of better opportunities in the North or in bustling urban centers like Atlanta. It was a time when the civil rights movement was gaining momentum, with organizations like the NAACP leading the charge for equality. In the heart of this movement was Ebenezer Baptist Church, led by Adam Daniel “A. D.” Williams.

	Michael was drawn to Williams's daughter, Alberta, and their courtship blossomed over several years. However, some friends raised concerns, questioning whether Michael's intentions were genuine or if he was merely seeking to align himself with one of Atlanta's esteemed Black families and take the helm of Ebenezer Baptist Church. Nevertheless, Michael and Alberta pursued their education and were married in 1926. The following year, Michael assumed the role of associate pastor at Ebenezer Baptist Church.

	Their family grew with the arrival of a daughter, followed by a son born on January 15, 1929. Initially named Marvin L. King Jr. by a census taker, the boy would later come to be known as Martin Luther King Jr., following his father's decision to change his own name to Martin Luther King Sr. Legend has it that this change was inspired by a trip to Germany in 1934, where Michael connected with the spirit of the Protestant reformer Martin Luther. However, there are doubts about the authenticity of this story, though it remains a part of their family history.

	Growing up in Auburn Avenue

	Martin Luther King Jr. didn't just grow up on Auburn Avenue; he lived and breathed its essence. "Sweet Auburn," as it was lovingly called, wasn't just a place but a vibrant community. It emerged as a haven for Black families like the Kings, forged in response to the discriminatory practices that pushed Black businesses out of downtown Atlanta in the early 1900s.

	In 1931, tragedy struck the community with the sudden passing of A.D. Williams, the esteemed pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church. This event thrust Martin Sr. into the role of senior pastor, setting the stage for young Martin, affectionately known as M. L., to witness his father's leadership firsthand.

	From a young age, M. L. faced the harsh realities of racism head-on. He remembered a poignant moment when he befriended a white boy, only to be rejected when they reached school because of the color of his skin. This early encounter left a deep mark on M.L., sparking questions about fairness and inequality that would shape his perspective on the world.

