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What You Will Learn

 


PEARL KNOTTING Doesn’t Need To Be Hard


 

In this very detailed book, with thoroughly-explained instructions and pictures, you are taught a non-traditional Pearl Knotting technique which is very easy for anyone to learn and do.    Does not use special tools.   Goes slowly step-by-step.   Presents a simple way to tie knots and position the knots to securely abut the bead.    Anticipates both appeal and functionality.   Shows clearly how to attach your clasp and finish off your cords.    And achieves that timeless, architectural perfection we want in our pearl knotted pieces.

 

Most traditional techniques are very frustrating.   These can get overly complicated and awkward.   They rely on tools for making and positioning the knots.    When attempting to follow traditional techniques, people often find they cannot tie the knots, make good knots, get the knots close enough to the beads, nor centered between them.    How to attach the piece to the clasp gets simplified or glossed over.

 

Pearl Knotting doesn’t need to be this hard.

 

Pearl Knotting…Warren’s Way teaches you how to:


	
Hand-knot without tools



	
Select stringing materials



	
Begin and finish pieces by (1) attaching directly to the clasp, (2) using French wire bullion, (3), using clam shell bead tips, or, (4) making a continuous piece without a clasp



	
Add cord



	
Buy pearls, care for them, string and restring them, store them






By the end of this book, you will have mastered hand-knotting pearls.  

 

I know you are eager to begin.  Let’s get started.

 

 

 

NOTE: This book is also available as a video tutorial.     Click here.


https://so-you-want-to-be-a-jewelry-designer.teachable.com/p/pearl-knotting-warren-s-way
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The Debates

 

We set up a jewelry design educational program in 2000.    A pearl knotting class was part of that curriculum.    From the start, we felt that the traditional pearl knotting technique was too difficult for most students to learn.    We explored ways of adapting it.    But it was a long road until we figured out a better way.     That was in 2014.    

Along the way, I had three different pearl knotting instructors.    Each had their own adaptive version.    And each was a disappointment.   Their students could not get their knots close enough to the beads.   Even each instructor had difficulty with getting consistently well-tied and well-positioned knots.    

In 2014, I convened a meeting with two of the instructors and myself.    For two hours, they argued with each other about which strategies and steps were best.     Which bead cord to use.    How to tie a knot.   How to get the knot tied closely abutting the bead.    Whether to take one cord through the bead or two.   Which knots to glue.  What glue to use.   Where to tie the final knot.   Whether to use French wire bullion or clam-shell bead tips or attach the cord directly to the clasp.    There was no meeting of the minds.   No compromising.   No give and take.    I cut the meeting short.

I had to figure this out myself.    I did some research in books, magazines and online.    I found 14 significantly different approaches.   I implemented them all and took notes about what I liked and what I didn’t like.

I developed some criteria for evaluation, based on my understanding of both aesthetic as well as architectural goals.    Simple, the finished pieces had to look good, function well, and be secure over time.

There were three core problems that had to be resolved:


	
Pearl holes are very sharp and can easily shred the stringing material.    The technique had to minimize the movement of the pearl up and down between knots, as well as the rotation around the cord.



	
Glued knots, incorrectly sized knots, and off-centered knots minimize the ability of the knots to adequately respond to stresses and strains on the piece when worn.  



	
Starting and ending a piece – that is attaching to either side of the clasp assembly – is not as straightforward and without complications that you might think.   You do not want the clasp assembly to be insecure, look ugly, or compete visually with the pearl knotted piece itself. 





The resulting technique and approach which is detailed in this book is what I came up with – Warren’s Way.     I chose a technique which does not use tools because I found tools get in the way of tying good and well-positioned knots.    I decided to bring two cords through the bead to minimize any negative effects resulting from the pearl rotating around the cord.    I only have you glue one knot in the piece.    I use a simple overhand knot which is easily centered.   I developed a rule for choosing the thickness of your bead cord.   I lay out different steps for starting and ending a piece, based on how you want to attach the piece to your clasp assembly.    There are four very simple variations:   (a) attaching bead cord directly to the clasp, (b) using French wire bullion, (c) using clam-shell bead tips, and (d) making a continuous piece without a clasp assembly.     Each variation has pros and cons.     The steps for hand-knotting between beads is the same, no matter the variation.

 

 

Thank You

 

We organized a community group made up of jewelry making instructors, advanced students, and bead store staff.   They were tasked with coming up with a design-focused educational curriculum useful for bead stringing, bead weaving and wire working.   The goal was to come up with something that takes the student beyond craft – that is, beyond merely following a set of step-by-step instructions.    It was important to educate students on both aesthetic, artistic requirements as well as architectural, functional ones.     This group did an excellent job.     But our Pearl Knotting class was one of the few areas where adaptation was difficult.

I want to thank the group for their hard and insightful work, but particularly Connie Welch, who spearheaded many ideas and efforts.

My three Pearl Knotting instructors tried their best, and did come up with some good adaptations along the way.      These were Reesha Leone, Margerie Miller, and Jayden Jones.

 

 

Other Books By Warren Feld

 

So You Want To Be A Jewelry Designer

Becoming a Jewelry Designer is exciting.   With each piece, you are challenged with this profound question:   Why does some jewelry draw people’s attention, and others do not?    Yes there are some craft and art aspects to jewelry making.   But when jewelry designers turn to how-to books or art theory texts, however, these do not uncover the necessary answers.   They do not show you how to make trade-offs between beauty and function.  Nor how to introduce your pieces publicly.     You get insufficient practical guidance about knowing when your piece is finished and successful.   In short, you do not learn about design.   You do not learn the essentials about how to go beyond basic mechanics, anticipate the wearer’s understandings and desires, or gain management control over the process.     So You Want To Be A Jewelry Designer reinterprets how to apply techniques and modify art theories from the Jewelry Designer’s perspective.   This very detailed book reveals how to become literate and fluent in jewelry design.   

The major topics covered include, 


	
Jewelry Beyond Craft: Gaining A Disciplinary Literacy and Fluency in Design



	
Getting Started



	
What Is Jewelry, Really?



	
Materials, Techniques and Technologies



	
Rules of Composition, Construction and Manipulation



	
Design Management



	
Introducing Your Designs Publicly



	
Developing Those Intuitive Skills Within: Creativity, Inspiration and Aspiration, Passion



	
Jewelry In Context



	
Teaching Disciplinary Literacy In Jewelry Design





Order: Publication expected 10/2022

 

Conquering The Creative Marketplace

Many people learn beadwork and jewelry-making in order to sell the pieces they make. Based both on the creation and development of my own jewelry design business, as well as teaching countless students over the past 35+ years about business and craft, I want to address what should be some of your key concerns and uncertainties.   I want to share with you the kinds of things (specifically, a business mindset and confidence) it takes to start your own jewelry business, run it, anticipate risks and rewards, and lead it to a level of success you feel is right for you.     I want to help you plan your road map.

I will explore answers to such questions as: How does someone get started marketing and selling their pieces?   What business fundamentals need to be brought to the fore?   How do you measure risk and return on investment?   How does the creative person develop and maintain a passion for business?   To what extent should business decisions affect artistic choices?   What similar traits to successful jewelry designers do those in business share?    How do you protect your intellectual property?

The major topics covered include, 


	
Integrating Business With Design



	
Getting Started



	
Financial Management



	
Product Development, Creating Your Line, and Pricing



	
Marketing, Promotion, Branding



	
Selling



	
Professional Responsibilities and Strategic Planning



	
Professional Responsibilities and Gallery / Boutique Representation



	
Professional Responsibilities and Creating Your Necessary Written Documents





 

Order: Publication expected 10/2022





Thank you. I hope you found this introduction useful.

Also, check out my website (www.warrenfeldjewelry.com).

Enroll in my jewelry design and business of craft Video Tutorials online. Begin with my ORIENTATION TO BEADS & JEWELRY FINDINGS COURSE.

Follow my articles on Medium.com.

Subscribe to my Learn To Bead blog (https://blog.landofodds.com).

Visit Land of Odds online (https://www.landofodds.com)for all your jewelry making supplies.

Check out my Jewelry Making and Beadwork Kits.

Add your name to my email list.

My ARTIST STATEMENT

My TEACHING STATEMENT.

My DESIGN PHILOSOPHY.

My PROFESSIONAL PROFILE.

My PORTFOLIO.
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1. Pearl Knotting Is For You


[image: A picture containing accessory, decorated, chain

Description automatically generated]

Classic Elegance! Timeless!  Architectural Perfection!
Learn a simple Pearl Knotting technique anyone can do. 
No special tools. Beautiful. Durable. Wearable. 

 

“Over the years, I have found it very difficult for most students (and even my instructors) to get good knots and good hand-knotted construction using tools. It is difficult to maneuver the knot close to the bead, and it is difficult to keep sufficient tension on your bead cords, as you make the knot. After much trial and experimentation, I developed this set of non-traditional steps.     My students usually master this approach on their very first try!” – Warren


There is no need to be intimidated by the idea of hand-knotting between pearls.   What is important, however, is not only to learn the basic technique, but also to understand how each design and technical choice leads to a more finished and durable piece, one that will provide pleasure for years and years.

Pearl knotting is a relatively easy technique. There are many variations in how to implement the technique. Here we present the steps for a non-traditional approach to pearl knotting. We feel that, for most people, the traditional approach, without a lot of practice, can be a bit awkward, and result in a less-than-desired functional outcome. The non-traditional approach we present here is easier to achieve a better outcome.

There are 4 different ways for starting and finishing off your pearl-knotted piece.    How-to steps for each way are presented.

In this approach, we do NOT use any tools -- like tweezers, awls, or tri-cord knotters -- to make our knots. We do, however, pull two thicknesses of bead cord through each bead, as does the classical version of the traditional methodology. We minimize the use of glue.

 

What You Will Learn



	
Buying, caring for, re-stringing and storing your pearls



	
Discussion of differences between traditional and non-traditional 





techniques for knotting pearls


	
Selecting and testing out bead cords



	
Discussion about support functions of knots, and some glue-ing considerations (architectural considerations)



	
Design considerations when beginning a hand-knotted piece of jewelry



	
Measurement considerations



	
Attaching a clasp



	
Making knots between pearls



	
Using French Wire Bullion



	
Using bead tips (knot covers)



	
Making pearl knotted necklace without a clasp
(continuous piece)



	
Adding more cord to make longer necklaces
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Easy. Simple. No Tools. Anyone Can Do!
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