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Chapter One





  Proverbs 1:1 says, “The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel.”




  We see that these wise sayings are of Solomon, who is the second son of David and Bathsheba. David and Solomon were each king of Israel for forty years.




  The basic meaning of the Hebrew word for proverb is “comparison,” but it came to stand for a wide range of wise pronouncements including the byword lament and thought provoking sayings. In the book of Proverbs the word is used to refer to an aphorism or a concise statement of a principle or to a discourse.




  The word aphorism (literally “distinction” or “definition”, from the Greek: “from-to-bound”) denotes an original thought, spoken or written in a laconic and easily memorable form.




  Laconic means: brief and to the point; effectively cut short; “a crisp retort,” “a response so curt as to be almost rude,” “the laconic reply; yes.”




  The proverbs are short, pithy sayings which express timeless truth and wisdom. They arrest one’s thoughts, causing the reader to reflect on how one might apply divine principles to life situations. Proverbs contain insight both in poetry and prose; yet, at the same time, it includes commands to be obeyed. God’s proverbs are not limited to this book alone.




  As Solomon became king of Israel, he sought and received wisdom and knowledge from the Lord, which led him to wealth, honor and fame.




  In verses 2-6 the twofold purpose of the book is produce the skill of godly living by wisdom and instruction, v. 2a which is then expanded in verses 3 and 4; and then to develop discernment, v. 2b which is expanded in verse 5.




  Proverbs 1:2 states, “To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding.”




  Wisdom is the key word of the book and basically means “skill in living.” It is used in the Old Testament to refer to a physical skill such as tailoring, metalwork and woodwork, spinning, engraving and designing and warfare. Used metaphorically, as in Proverbs, it refers to the skill to live life successfully.




  Instruction refers to moral discipline of one’s life, not to classroom instruction. It refers to the discipline of a moral nature.




  Understanding means the capability to distinguish between true and false, good and bad, what matters most, and what does not matter at all. To the Hebrew mind, wisdom was not knowledge alone, but the skill of living a godly life as God intended man to live. This word looks at the mental discipline which matures one for spiritual discernment.




  Solomon came to the throne with great promise, privilege and opportunity. God had granted his request for understanding and his wisdom exceeded all others. However the shocking reality is that he failed to live out the truth that he knew and even taught his son Rehoboam, who subsequently rejected his father’s teaching.




  Proverbs contain a gold mine of biblical theology, reflection, themes of Scripture brought to the lever of practical righteousness, by addressing man’s ethical choices, calling into question how he thinks, lives and manages his daily life in light of divine truth.




  More specifically, Proverbs call man to live as the Creator intended him when He made man. The recurring promise of Proverbs is that generally the wise (those of righteousness, who obey God) live longer, prosper, and experience joy and the goodness of God temporally, while fools suffer shame and death. On the other hand, it must be remembered that this general principle is balanced by the reality that the wicked sometimes prosper, though only, temporally. Job illustrates that there are occasions when the godly wise are struck with disaster and suffering.




  Proverbs 1:3




  Expanding the purposes and terms of verses 2a, Proverbs engage in a process of schooling a son in the disciplines of (1) Wisdom (a different Hebrew word from that in verse 2) which means discreet counsel or the ability to govern one by choice; (2) Justice, the ability to conform to the will and standard of God; a practical righteousness that matches one’s positional righteousness; (3) Judgment, the application of true righteousness in dealing with others; and (4) Equity, the living of life in a fair, pleasing way.




  Proverbs 1:4




  “Wisdom” is the ultimate goal, so we see it mentioned here. “Instruction” can flow out from the greatest teacher of all time and still we will be no more the wiser. The point made here is to receive the instruction into a being and in so doing become the wiser. We have to receive the instructions for it to help us. We must open up “perceive” our understanding. The “equity”, “judgment”, and “justice” are the fruits of wisdom. A wise man will be just.




  To give “subtlety to the simple.” The purpose is to impart discernment to the naïve and the ignorant. The root of “simple” is a word meaning “an open door” an apt description of the undiscerning who do not know what to keep in or out of their minds. To the young, knowledge and discretion is to make one ponder before sinning, thus to make a responsible choice.




  Proverbs 1:5




  Be quick to listen and slow to speak is a very good way of learning. A man of understanding will want to be counseled by older, wiser men. They will be quick to be instructed by someone who has already experienced the same thing. These wise counsels can save many mistakes. The wise believer will have the ability to guide or govern others with truth.




  Proverbs 1:6




  Jesus said that now we look through a dark glass. We cannot understand the secrets of proverbs and parables now. We understand them to the extent that the Holy Spirit reveals them to us. Even the disciples had Jesus interpret his parables. The Holy Spirit, working as a teacher, helps us interpret the hidden meanings.




  Proverbs seek to sharpen the mind by schooling one in “parabolic speech” and “dark sayings” that need reflection and interpretation. Study of the Scriptures is sufficient to provide the wisdom for the perplexities of life.




  Proverbs 1:7




  There is very little left to say about this statement. We know the fear of anything other than God is lack of faith. This type of fear of God would cause reverent worship of him.




  In James 1:5 “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that gives to all [men] liberally, and upbraided not; and it shall be given him.” A fool does not even realize that instruction, and wisdom will benefit him. He goes away ignorant as before, because he will not let anyone instruct him.”




  The fear of the Lord means submission to the Lord and His revelation. When one is afraid of something, he either runs from it or submits to it. The latter idea is in view here. It is a healthy fear, like the fear of electricity or the fear of one’s parents, which causes one to act in an appropriate manner. The beginning does not mean that “the fear of the Lord” is left behind in the course of acquiring wisdom, but that it is the controlling principle of wisdom.




  Proverbs 1:8




  The two people in the world who want you to have the best of everything are your mother and father. The instructions they are trying to get you to heed are to save you headache and troubles. They have your welfare at heart. Accept their instructions so that you can gain from their experience and not have to make the same mistakes they have already made. They wish you only good, not evil.




  A son begins the first of ten similar discourses in which the father appeals to the son to listen to his counsel and choose wisdom over folly. The mention of the Mother shows that the original setting of the book was the home, not the court or school.




  Proverbs 1:9




  The greatest gift a parent can give to a child is the gift of good moral teaching. This “grace” above, I believe, is just that. These parents have set high moral standards and passed them on their children. Chains about thy neck: refers to an adornment or a thing of beauty in one’s life.




  Proverbs 1:10




  You see, we are a free moral agent. We decide whether we will sin or not. Just because the crowd is sinning, is no reason to get involved. Use your own free will and say “no” to sin, even if it is inviting. In the long run, we are responsible for our own decisions.




  Sinners is a term reserved in Scripture to describe unbelievers for whom sin is continued and who endeavor to persuade even believers to sin with them. The sins of murder and robbery are used as illustrations of such folly.




   




  Proverbs 1:11




  “Come with us.” The intimidating force of peer pressure is often the way to entice those who lack wisdom.




  Proverbs 1:12




  The wicked devise a plot of deception in which the innocent are captured and victimized like one who is taken by death itself, as with Joseph (Genesis 37:20); Jeremiah (Jer. 38:6-13); and Daniel (Dan. 6:16-17).




  “The Pit… Shoel” is the place of death. For the wicked it is a place of no return (Job 7:9), darkness (Psalms 143:3) and torment (Isaiah 14:11).




  Proverbs 1:13-14




  This is the enlisting of the innocent without full disclosure of intent. Abundant spoil is promised by this outright robbery, which is made to appear easy and safe for the thieves and murderers.




  Proverbs 1:15




  This directly confronts the invitation of verse 2. Sin must be rejected at the first temptation by refusing even the association that can lead to sin. Avoid the beginnings of sin (see 4:14)




  Proverbs 1:16




  This is warning not to keep evil company. There is guilt by association. You may not be guilty of their sins; but if you are caught with them, you will pay the terrible penalty with them. Many a youngster has gotten into serious trouble because he wanted to be part of the gang. Children’s favorite saying to parents is, “everyone is doing it.” Sometimes peer pressure causes a youngster to join a gang. He probably has no idea they are stealing or killing when he joins, but the longer he stays, the more deeply involved he becomes. The only way to avoid this is just what the Scripture advises. Do not go with them in the first place. The time to say “no” is before you get in deep.




  Proverbs 1:17




  As a bird flies into a net and is caught, so will the sinner get caught if he goes headlong into sin. We know the net is there, but get into it anyway.




  It would be ineffective to set up a net for catching a bird in full view of the bird. Taken with verse 18, this analogy means that the sinner sets up his trap for the innocent in secret, but in the end the trap is sprung on him (v. 19). This greed entraps him. Stupid sinners rush to their own ruin.




  Proverbs 1:18




  A person lying in wait to kill someone else is actually sealing their own doom.




  Proverbs 1:19




  Greed for things that do not belong to you is certainly the cause of most sin toward your fellow man.




  From this section of Scripture from verses 20-33, wisdom is personified as a prophetess calling in public places for everyone to come to her and learn. Three groups are especially singled out in the appeal: the simple ones or untaught. The scorners, or scoffers; and the fools, or morally dull. The consequences of rejecting wisdom are immense as we see in verses 26-28. Similar personifications of wisdom occur later in this book. (See 3:14-18; 8:1-36; and 9:1-12)




  Proverbs 1:20-21




  While enticement is covert and secret, verse 10, wisdom, with nothing to hide, is available to everyone, being found in the most prominent of public places.




  Proverbs 1:22




  An idle mind brings on sin. Wisdom is a gift from God, and we must pray to receive it. Knowledge is accumulated learning that we study and acquire by effort upon our part. Only a fool will turn away from the knowledge and wisdom of God.




  Three questions reveal three classes of those needing wisdom and the downward progression of sin: (1) the simple or naïve, who are ignorant; (2) scorners or mockers who commit more serious, determined acts; and (3) fools or obstinate unbelievers, who will not listen to the truth. Proverbs aim its wisdom primarily at the first group.




  Proverbs 1:23




  God is telling the people to learn by His reproof. God is offering to pour out His Spirit. God the Holy Spirit will reveal the meaning of the word to us if we will accept His Spirit into us.




  What does reproof mean? After a lengthy study I came up with this: The sense is: “The Spirit will teach men the true meaning of these three words: sin, righteousness, judgment.”




  God’s wisdom brings to bear against the sinner indictments for sin that the demand repentance of the one who does repent, God promises the Spirit or essence of true wisdom linked to divine revelation.




  Proverbs 1:24-25




  Sinners who respond with indifference and mockery at God’s indictments increase their guilt (Romans 2-5) and bring upon themselves the wrath of God’s mockery and indifference, verses 26-27. Some wait to seek God until it is too late.




  Proverbs 1:26-27




  Those who refuse the call of Jesus Christ as Savior or those who have not reached out to receive the Lord have nothing good to look for. In their time of trouble, they have no one to turn to. The Lord will have no sympathy for those who have rejected His salvation.




  Notice the terms, calamity, terror, destruction, distress and anguish. All these terms describe the severe trouble of divine judgment. When sinners who have rejected wisdom call on God in the Day of Judgment, God will respond to their distress with derision.




  God’s rejection of sinners is carefully detailed in verses 28-32. This is the aspect of God’s wrath expressed in His abandonment of sinners. See Romans 1:24-28. No prayers or diligent seeking will help them (8:17)




  Proverbs 1:28-30




  There is a time when the Lord will turn his back on us if we totally reject the Lord. When that time comes, the Lord will not hear our plea anymore.




  This shows that they had totally rejected everything that the Lord had offered them. They did not want to learn the way of the Lord.




  Proverbs 1:33




  This is a beautiful description of the security and peace that comes when we are hidden in the Lord Jesus. Fear will not be a part of our vocabulary, because it is the opposite of faith. If we have faith in the Lord, there is no fear.




  Proverbs 1:31-32




  The Ultimate punishment is God’s giving a people up to the result of their wickedness (Romans 1:24-28)




  This is just another way of saying: if you reject the Lord, you will reap whatever you sow. Having your eyes and desires set on things of this world can do nothing but destroy you. There is no eternity in earthly desires.




  

  
Chapter Two





  In talking about wisdom, I will make a lot of references to the book of Proverbs, the book of Ecclesiastes in the Bible because in the Bible there are, as you know, 66 books in the Bible; 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. The Old Testament Books can be divided into different categories: the first is the books of the Law. The books of the Law are the first five books of the Bible, sometimes called the Pentateuch; “penta” meaning five (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy). These are the books of the Law.




  And then we have the books of history; the historical books that start with Joshua, Judges, 1st and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah. These are historical books.




  Then we have the prophets; Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and so on and so forth. Sometimes the prophets are separated into Major Prophets and Minor Prophets. They are not major because they are more important or minor because they are less important. We call them Major Prophets because their books are longer and the Minor Prophets because their books are shorter. That is all; not more anointed, but longer book, shorter book because there are people who go around saying they are Major Prophets and others are Minor Prophets because they are more anointed. It only has to do with the length of the book, but there is also another category called the Wisdom Books and the book of Psalms is included in the Wisdom Books and sometimes the book of Job is a Wisdom Book, then Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Songs of Solomon. These are the Wisdom Books but the anchor, the main Wisdom Book is the book of Proverbs.




  So I will make a lot of references to the book of Proverbs because if I am going to talk about Wisdom, then I must talk primarily from the Wisdom Books and primarily from the book of Proverbs.




  What exactly are proverbs? Proverbs are short, memorable sayings whose meanings are relevant to many different situations. Normally, proverbs are not long. They are short. They are memorable and they capture a certain thought. The book of Proverbs in the Bible grew out of the experiences of the Israelites. As they lived under God’s Law, as they walked in the ways of God, they observed how God dealt with them and they captured their observation in Proverbs.




  For example, when God says to them, “Thou shalt not lie.” Or “Thou shalt not bear false witness.” It is a Law but God did not tell them why they should not lie. “Thou shalt not lie.” “Why should I not lie?” God did not say why; He just said, “Do not lie.” Or “Do not bear false witness.” God did not tell them what will happen if they bore false witness. So here, they have the Law of God, but they did not know why they are supposed to obey it, what benefit it is to them. But as they lived their lives, they realized that those who bore false witness, this is the result they produced in the society and those who did not bear false witness, this is the result they produced in the society, so they saw the effect of the Law of God and as they saw the effect of the Law of God, they started writing down their observations. Although it is not directly a Law of God, it is the practice of the Law of God. So the book of Proverbs is the practice of the Law of God in the lives of the people. For many of us, our lives are proverbs being written because anytime we live out the word of God, we are declaring a Proverb. The Proverbs are wise sayings and they are relevant to many different circumstances.




  For example, if you read Proverbs 26:4 and 5, it says, “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him.” The next verse, verse 5 says, “Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes.” Now if you look at those verses, it seems to be contradictory; “Do not answer a fool.” “Answer a fool.” So how can the same Bible say, “Do not answer a fool.” And the same Bible says, “Answer a fool.” Remember, Proverbs are not laws. The Book of the Law is the first five books. Proverb is not law; proverb is experience. Proverbs is saying there are times you must answer a fool and there are other times you do not answer a fool. Now, how to determine which time to answer a fool and what time not to answer a fool is based on your Wisdom. So when you answer a fool when you must not answer a fool, the repercussion will not be good for you; and when you leave a fool unanswered when you should be answering him, the repercussion will also be wrong for you. How do you determine how to use these words? Wisdom determines everything.




  The Book of Proverbs gives us rules and regulations; general observations about life and then we apply them based on the circumstances and the relevance of the moment.




  I am starting the talk on Wisdom with three readings; one from the book of Proverbs and two from the book of Psalms. Proverbs 3:19-20, “The Lord by Wisdom founded the earth; by understanding, He established the Heavens, by His knowledge the depths were broken up and clouds dropped down the dew.” Psalm 104:24, “Oh, Lord, how manifold are your works. In Wisdom you have made them all. The earth is full of your possessions.” The Lord by Wisdom founded the earth. That is a very powerful statement. Now if you take those two verses together, “The Lord by Wisdom founded the earth” and “Oh, Lord, how many manifold are your works in Wisdom you have made them all.” If you put those verses together, a thought will emerge and the thought is that Wisdom is the foundational law of God’s universe. Everything in the universe, on this earth, the sun in our Solar System in our galaxy, outside our galaxy, in the known universe, every law in the universe, every law of physics, and every law of science is a product of Wisdom. If you are going to operate in God’s universe, you have to operate by Wisdom because Wisdom is what God used to found the universe. Everything God made He made by Wisdom so correspondingly if God made all things by Wisdom, then you can understand all things by Wisdom. You cannot run away from Wisdom.




  Psalms 19:1-3, “The Heavens declare the glory of God. The firmament shows His handiwork. Day unto day utters speech and night unto night reveals knowledge. There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.”




  What is the Bible saying? The Heavens declare the glory of the Lord, the firmaments show His handiwork and every day they are speaking. “Day unto day, utters speech.” In other words, when I watch the creation of God, the creation of God is uttering speech. It is speaking to me. What does that mean? It means God is going to speak to me through the things He has made. And there is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard. Wisdom is the language of God’s universe. So, there is no place on this earth where you can live and not see the Wisdom of God because the whole of creation is God’s Wisdom. The whole of creation is speaking to us, whether I live in the city or I live in the village or I live in a place where I have never been to school, I live way out there in the Amazon forest in Brazil and nobody knows who I am, even there Wisdom will speak to us. Wisdom is unavoidable. It is there; everywhere. It regulates life in the universe and it sustains the universe.




  Wisdom is the instrument of God’s works; powerful Wisdom. Now if Wisdom is such a powerful thing, how should we relate to Wisdom? Proverbs tell us what we must do with Wisdom. Proverbs 4:5-9, “Get Wisdom. Get understanding. Do not forget or turn away from the words of my mouth. Do not forsake her and she will preserve you. Love her and she will keep you. Wisdom is the principal thing. Therefore get Wisdom. In all your getting, get understanding. Exalt her and she will promote you. She will bring you honor when you embrace her. She will place on your head an ornament of grace. A crown of glory she will deliver to you.” It is an instruction. That is what Wisdom will do for you. Now if you look at this passage, Wisdom is portrayed as a woman; a female because you will find the phrase, “Get her.” “Exalt her.” Wisdom is a woman. I am going to explain why Wisdom is a woman. Wisdom is not a man; it does not mean that women are wiser than men. No. The reason Wisdom is portrayed as a woman is to tell you that you pursue Wisdom the way men pursue a desirable woman. “Get her. Pursue her. Do not forsake her.” It is talking about the way a man pursues a woman and you know how a man pursues a woman.




  When a man sees a woman he likes and loves, no school rule, no father’s rule, no guard dog, no wall shall separate them from the love of the woman. They would make sure they overcome every obstacle. The father of the girl says, “Do not step here.” They will step. Guard dogs are released; they will find a way around it. The wall is high, they will find their way somehow inside. No message to be sent, they will send a message. Why? Because they are pursuing something they love. And the Bible says that is the attitude you must have for Wisdom. If a man loves a woman and you go to see the girl and say, “Hi, sweetie. I like you.” And the girl says, “Leave me alone.” How many men leave them alone? Nobody leaves them alone. “Oh, I should leave you alone.” Then you find other words to speak and the girl will say, “I do not want to hear anything from you.” The man says, “Even your insults are like honey to me.”




  Well, the Bible says if you are going to get wisdom that is the attitude you must have towards Wisdom. You have to pursue it; you have to run after it, you have to sacrifice for it. You have to die for it, but in all your getting, get Wisdom. It does not mean other things are not important. I know that in Ghana we will say, “In all your getting, get the anointing.” Or “get the poooower.” But that is not what the Scriptures said. He said, “In all your getting, get wisdom.” What do you want to get in life? You want to get the degree, money, married, house, this and that. In all your getting, get wisdom. That phrase, simply means above everything you want to get, the number one thing you must get is Wisdom. In other words, if you get everything and never have Wisdom, you have failed. So when you look at the passage, it says a few things about Wisdom.




  Firstly, get Wisdom. That means passionately pursue her. Wisdom must be pursued.




  Then it says, “Love her.” Deeply care for her.




  Exalt her. Give Wisdom high value.




  Do not forget her. Always think about Wisdom.




  Do not forsake her. That means do not exchange Wisdom for anything.




  

  
Chapter Three





  Sometimes after people have received Wisdom, they exchange Wisdom and replace Wisdom with something else. A classic example is the man who wrote this proverb. He prayed for Wisdom. God says, “What do you want?” and to his credit, he said, “I need Wisdom.” Let us face it. How many of us will ask for Wisdom if God stood in front of you and said, “Ask me. What do you want? And I will give it to you.” Wisdom will be very far away from your prayer. “Lord, I need American visa. Oh, Lord, I need a good husband, a wife, the car, 10,000 dollars.” But Solomon says, “Wisdom.” And God says, “You have asked well because I will add other things to you.” But after Solomon had received Wisdom and had become great because of Wisdom, he forsook Wisdom; he forsook her and pursued power and fame instead of Wisdom. He made a fool of himself. We hear that Solomon married seven hundred women and three hundred concubines. I mean, no matter how you define it, you cannot call that Wisdom. How do you even remember their names? This is Akosua from Ho, this is the Tamale girl, this is the Bawku girl, this is the Yoruba girl; how is he going to remember their names? But why did Solomon marry women? He did not really marry women because he loved women. He married women because he loved power.




  In the days of Solomon, the way to become powerful is to marry your enemy into your enemy’s family; and so Solomon realized if I am going to really become a powerful king, then I have to make sure I make peace with every nation around. So any nation that is a potential enemy, I go to marry from that family; he keeps marrying. That marriage is a desire for power. He forsook Wisdom and pursued power; and power made him a fool. There are people who start in Wisdom and end in foolishness; there are people who start in foolishness and end in Wisdom because Wisdom is not a permanent state. Nobody is permanently wise and nobody is permanently foolish. It is a lifetime pursuit. So he says, “Do not forsake her.” because there is the temptation to forsake Wisdom.




  Now, Wisdom has many dimensions; many sides because many times, when we talk about Wisdom, people think of intelligence. They think of going to school, having degrees, they think of somebody who sits in the village and recites proverbs about antelopes and “krotuamansa” and we say, “Oh, he is wise.” So when we say, “Seek Wisdom.” Sometimes people are thinking, “What is it that I should be seeking? What is it about Wisdom that I should seek?”




  There are five different dimensions of Wisdom. Wisdom is both personal and collective. In other words, there is personal wisdom and collective wisdom. When you see a person, you can see and experience his Wisdom and when you see a group, you can also see and experience their Wisdom so you can say that the wisdom of a group can be seen; the wisdom of individuals can be seen. You can see the wisdom of a family, the wisdom of a church.




  When you go to Lighthouse Chapel, you can see the wisdom of Lighthouse by what it has done. If you go to a nation, you can also see their wisdom. You can see a family’s wisdom, a company’s wisdom.




  The first dimension of Wisdom is spiritual. It is called the fear of the Lord. Psalm 111:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom. A good understanding has all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever.” The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. The fear of the Lord has two sides: one side is to hate evil and the other side is to delight in the will of God. The fear of the Lord here means to look at God with deep respect. The fear of the Lord is to have a high value for God. So when somebody says, “I fear God.” It does not mean that God is a terror to him. It means that he has a high respect for God and that is the beginning of wisdom, not the end of wisdom. It just opens the door to wisdom; the beginning, you may not enter in after that. There are people who have the fear of the Lord, they have begun in wisdom, but they did not grow in wisdom. The fear of the Lord is high respect. Let me give you an example. Every good electrician fears electricity. When you get a good electrician who is working on anything in your house, before he unplugs anything, he goes to all the sockets, turn them off, he goes to the mains and turn off the power from the mains and removes the fuse; makes sure nothing flows because he fears that power. He has worked with it and the reason they fear it is that the power has manifested itself to them. And when that power manifests itself to you, you will respect it.




  Now the person who does not have any experience with that power just wants to do anything; just unplugs things, just puts screwdrivers into sockets because there is no fear of electricity and so there is no beginning of wisdom. In the same way, when we fear God, we respect His laws; we begin to be wise because the whole universe runs on His law. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. That is the first dimension of wisdom.




  The second dimension of wisdom is mental. Deep insight into life. This is the wisdom that most of us are familiar with. It is having a deep understanding of how life works. Biblical wisdom is not having a high IQ. Biblical wisdom is not going to school. The wisdom here, which is mental, deep inside, it is not your grades; whether you got 4 A’s or 9 A’s, 1st class or Pass, university or no university. That is not mental. That is not even this wisdom. This wisdom comes from observation and appreciation of how things work. In the book of Proverbs 6:6, the writer of Proverbs says to the lazy man, “Go to the ant and you will learn wisdom.” How am I going to study ants and be wise? Because you are going to see how they function and apply it to your life; because when they have abundance, they store for the day of scarcity. Ants know there is a day of scarcity coming; that is wisdom and when you observe it and apply it to your life, you have become mentally wise. A mentally wise person understands the principle of savings. There are people with high university degrees who do not have wisdom; they have knowledge. They have information, but not wisdom. Wisdom here is an observation and application.
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