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  Foreword



"Good can exist without evil, whereas evil cannot exist without good." – Thomas Aquinas





The Middle Ages was a time that was heavily influenced by religion and power. There were conflicts between the Christians and Muslims, Christians versus the Jews, Muslims, and other religious communities, and the Christians even had conflicts within themselves. At the same time, people were also fighting for more power. They wanted to expand their lands and create their own empires. The fall of the Roman Empire, Constantinople, and subsequently, the Byzantine Empire, are major examples of the want and need for expansion and power. 




Fighting for these had high costs. For a long time, there were problems with the hygiene and cleanliness of the surroundings, which led to some of the most tragic viruses and illnesses of all time, and had also cost the deaths of almost half of the European population. These events, though not really caused by man, influenced the decisions of men much later on, especially when it came to war and battle. Political and religious leaders were closely watched and examined by the people. This was the time when people started becoming more vocal about what they want and what they deserved. They fought for their rights, for their beliefs, for their lands, and for themselves and their futures. 




In this article, the history of the Middle Ages, its major events, conflicts, battles, and wars will be discussed upon. Along with that, the development of cultures and beliefs, especially when it came to the religious beliefs of the Muslims, Christians, and the Catholics, will also be discussed in order to fully understand the reasoning and objectives behind all the blood that was shed. At the same time, the history of the Romans, the Roman Empire, and the Byzantine Empire will also be touched upon in order to completely comprehend just how the Middle Ages came to be. 




The Middle Ages was a time that started with relative peace. However, it is a time that ended under the light of war. 
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The photo shows a model of the city of Ancient Rome that is scaled down in size. This model is in display at the Musée de la Civilisation in Romaine, Rome




One of the most famous names in history is none other than “Julius Caesar.” Most know him by the play, “Julius Caesar” written by William Shakespeare 1599, they know him as the general who “fell in love” with Cleopatra, the famous hotel and resort inspired by Roman architecture, Caesar’s Palace, and some even know him as the one “named after a salad,” even though this is wrong and is actually named after a different Caesar. However, many do know him as the leader of the Roman Empire – which is actually not correct. 




Before there was a Roman Empire, there was first a Roman Republic, which ruled from 509 BCE all the way up to 27 BCE. What made the Roman Republic different from the Roman Empire was that the Roman Republic was a society led by democracy. The Roman Republic had a Senate that led their people, and one of the members of the Roman Senate was none other than Julius Caesar. Julius Caesar was a member of what is called the “First Triumvirate.” The First Triumvirate consisted of three political leaders: Julius Caesar, Pompeius Magnus, “Pompey” for short, and Marcus Licinius Crassus. 




After Crassus died in battle and Pompey was later assassinated, Julius Caesar rose through the ranks and gained even more power with every battle he won, and with every land he was able to obtain. He was later elected to be the leader of the Senate, and it was actually during his reign that the Roman Republic flourished. The Roman people were happy with him, and thanks to the many lands he was able to obtain through his prowess in war and battle, he had many lands to give to his retired soldiers as a sign of thanks for their service, among many other deeds he did. However, many senators of the Roman Senate believed that Julius Caesar was gaining too much power and would eventually lead the Republic into destruction. 




Believing that Julius Caesar’s leadership would lead to the downfall of the Republic, the Senate decided that he needed to be left out-of-the-picture. This led to the infamous death of Julius Caesar who entered the Roman Senate and was stabbed by the other members of the Roman Senate twenty-three times. With Julius Caesar gone, the Roman Senate believed that the Roman Republic could be led into a better direction. 




The Roman Senate was wrong. After Julius Caesar’s death, Marc Anthony, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, and Octavian came together to form the second triumvirate. Prior to his infamous assassination, Marc Antony was a supporter of Julius Caesar. Julius Caesar was said to have treated Marc Antony like his protégé. To avenge Julius Caesar, Marc Antony went into war against Marcus Junius Brutus and Gaius Cassius Longinus who led the stabbing of Julius Caesar on the floor of the Roman Senate. The war was known as the “Liberators’ Civil War.” The war lasted from 43 BC all the way to 42 BC. The war came to its conclusion when Marc Antony and Octavian won against Brutus and Cassius in what is known as the Battle of Philippi, which took place in Philippi, Macedonia. 




They then ruled over the Roman Republic for the next ten years. It was during this time that Marc Antony travelled to Egypt and fell in love with the Egyptian queen, Cleopatra. Though they ruled the Roman Republic together and were brothers-in-law, Marc Antony and Octavian were rivals. After falling in love with Cleopatra and leaving his wife, Octavia, behind in the Roman Republic, Octavian used this to his advantage by turning the Roman Senate against Marc Antony. However, the Roman Senate were hesitant to wage war against Marc Antony, fearing a mutiny, so they waged war against Cleopatra and Egypt instead, thus starting the War of Actium. 




Octavian led the Roman forces, whilst Marc Antony led his remaining forces and Egypt’s forces in battle. Both sides had about two hundred thousand legionaries, however Marc Antony had the upper hand with the additional Egyptian forces. Octavian only had four-hundred-fifty Roman warships, while Marc Anthony had a combined total of six hundred Roman and Egyptian warships. Marc Antony also had twenty thousand Egyptian soldiers under his belt. However, even though Marc Antony had the numbers, Octavian won in the end when Marc Antony and Cleopatra were trapped in Alexandria and decided to take their own lives instead of facing possible repercussions. 
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