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DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

A main difference between them is based on the idea that in criminal
procedures, the accused has committed a crime or a wrongdoing not only
to the certain person or group of people, but to the entire state by
virtue of him or her breaking an existing law.

Civil procedures on the other hand focus solely on the value of a single
party doing something against another party that resulted into the loss
of profit, disadvantage, or damages to the said victim of such wrong
doing.

TYPES OF CIVIL PROCEDURES

Civil procedures differ across different sovereign and independent
states. But a common thing among these different civil procedures is
that they are usually come in two types: inquisitorial and acquisito-
rial.

THE INQUISITORIAL CIVIL PROCEDURE

This is a process by which a court or a part of a jury is actively in-
volved in investigating the details and facts of a certain case. In
this system, instead of acting as an arbiter or an impartial judge and
simply listening to the cases and information or evidence presented by
both parties, the court is involved in investigating, questioning and
cross examining witnesses in order to get to the bottom of a case. The
court does not side with a single part, but rather, it conducts inves-
tigations as an impartial person to know the truth without the biases
presented by the opposing parties.

THE ACQUISITORIAL CIVIL PROCEDURE

This is the exact opposite of an inquisitorial procedure. Unlike in-

quisitorial procedure, by its root word ‘inquire’, it does not seek to
investigate. Rather, it decides to act as an impartial and unbiased
judge to two opposing parties. It seeks to listen and contemplate which
side has a strong case, and whether or not the side of the accused is
“beyond any reasonable doubt” guilty. Rather than looking for the evi-
dence themselves, the judge, or the jury in some cases, listen only to
the statements of eyewitnesses and analyse the evidence that is pre-
sented before the court. Whether or not the evidence is strong enough
to prove guilt or not is their main goal. This is what is common among
most courts. There is usually a jury that helps the presiding judge
decide whether or not a certain party is guilty.
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Civil Procedur‘
Defined, NN

The law is diverse and there are several branches that cover specific areas.
Law, by simple definition, is a set or a system of rules by which a particular
community, city, or country acknowledges to be a force that regulates, or
controls the actions of its members and which it may enact by the threat of
a punishment or sanction. Rules are applied to the members of a society in
order to ensure order and avoid reckless misdoings that can cause chaos and
terror among its citizens.

Usually, laws are defined or classified based on the traditions, cultures, or
social mores and standards upon which a certain society is built upon. For
example, a certain culture or a certain country may dictate that a man can
have multiple wives, as it is guided by their religious belief, however, a
different country may have laws allowing only one. This is an example in
countries that believe and employ what is called The Sharia Law.

WHAT IS CIVIL PROCEDURE?

Civil Procedure is a branch or a body of law that sets the rules and the
standards for the court to follow in cases of having to adjudicate civil law-
suits. In essence, it is simply a set of rules that tells a certain jury or
court how a lawsuit, a case or a disagreement between two opposing parties
should be settles or heard of in a court. It details what kind of service,
of process 1is required, the motions that can be applied, the pleadings or
the statements that have to be made, or the orders that are allowed in civil
cases.

An important thing to note is that the Civil Procedure is only applicable to
civil cases, and not to criminal cases.
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Differences between Civil and Criminal Procedure

Some systems in the world, specifically those of the British and the French,
allow governmental persons to bring a criminal into court. Thus, the phrase
“The Republic of France” or “The People of the Philippines versus (name of
criminal)” is used in the beginning of a trial.

Civil Actions or civil procedures on the other hand, are those cases started
by companies or private individuals against other private individuals for
their own benefit. It usually goes with the lines: “(name of complainant) vs
(name of accused) when referred to by law professors.
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