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This book and topic is so important to me because having that deep, personal loving relationship with the Trinity is what this whole story is really about.

I love that I have a Heavenly family made up of a Father, a Brother and a Best Friend. These three will never leave me, never forsake me and always love me no matter what. I dedicate this book of course to these three men: God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Without these three, I would have nothing and I would be nothing of eternal importance. They have breathed me back to life and set-tled into my heart and I am looking forward to each new day that I get to be with them and experience Life with them!

There are so many men and women of God who have inspired me over the years. I have watched God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit influence their lives and become a blessing to not just me, but those around them. I have witnessed personal testimonies of redemption, Divine interference, miraculous deliverances and strong faith and endurance. These I have documented in this book so all would be exposed to the glory that is God’s alone!

I want to genuinely thank the following people who opened up and shared the truth of what God has done and the impact He has created in their lives: Beth Hall, Kristi Horak, Brandon Major, Mike Noel and Tommie Swisher. I also wanted to thank Ruth Ann and Jim Webb for their constant love and help with this book. There were so many others who encouraged me, prayed for me and supported me during this time! For you all, I thank you!

I also want to dedicate this first manuscript to my hus-band, Travis Rodgers. I am so in awe of being your wife and seeing the manifested promises from Jesus happen in our lives! I am honored to be married to you. Thank you for all of the time, energy and focus you devoted to seeing this message being carried on. Being married to such a Man of God is an exciting blessing indeed!

Finally, He doesn’t remember this, but back in 2012, Jonathan Russell shared with me “I feel like God is releasing you in the anointing to write. I know this is a gift you have always had and pursued, but in this spe-cific season of time I feel God is bringing great favor to you in this area to impact many for His Kingdom through your writing.” Jonathan, I don’t think you real-ized then that this message of encouragement was the Word I needed to get started on a Dream I had for years and a message in my heart I wanted to share.

Thank you all! And may we continue to be a witness to the most powerful trio there is and the wonderful acts they accomplish in and through us. I am hoping that we can all be so close to God our Father, Jesus our Big Brother and the Holy Spirit the Best Friend. Because there is no other Life than living with them! 
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“And I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” – 2 Corinthians 6:18 (AMP)
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God as the Father

A little boy skips home from school. “Daddy, Daddy,” he screams with enthusiasm, holding up a piece of paper with a red “A” marked on the front. The father filled with excitement comes to the boy’s call. “Dad, I got an ‘A’ in my math class...and Billy, my best friend, we played kick ball together, and Jennifer...I don’t really like her, but she saw me in the library...” The dad, knowing his boy’s story was going to run long, picked up his son and sat him on his lap on the couch. “...And then my teacher gave me my test back and...” The boy continues on with his story. “What do you think, Dad? What do you think?” the boy asks.

We are the boy in that scenario. Even to this day, we are still asking the same question; “Daddy, what do you think?” No one can free us like a father can; no one can affirm us quite like daddy. No one can show us our purpose and our identity like the man you look up to for hugs and bedtime stories. The picture perfect scenario is you cuddling up to him, his big embrace always there to hold you, and you looking up to him with assurance, wonder and warmth. While that picture sometimes does play out, the reality is more like, “Where is my dad?” The phrase, “What do you think, Dad?” has become a rare phrase indeed. Whether you are 4, 14, 45, or even older, everyone longs to be heard, to be loved, assured, and respected. Our father’s priority to us can make all the difference.

It’s hard to put the definition of a father on paper. Even a dictionary has a hard time explaining the role of a father. The only proper definition is “a male parent.” One explanation is “a man who exercises paternal care over other persons; paternal protector or provider.” The world is confused on what it should be. These pages are not supposed to be a gripe session about the fathers who failed us. We can’t change certain people and we can’t change our past. As frustrated as we get, some of us have to live with the truth that we aren’t going to get that reality of a dad tucking us into bed, dancing with us, singing in our ear and helping us and supporting us in whatever we want. Or can we?

There is one Father who would never give up on us; there is One out there who would never leave and who would love to have a relationship with you. This Daddy wants to hear you talk about the good and the bad times in your life. He still wishes you would come home, yell out “Daddy, Daddy!” and let Him hold you on the couch as you talk about your day and who you encountered and what happened. Even if we do something wrong that really hurts Him, He still shows us love and mercy. Psalm 89: 28 (NLT) says, “I will love him and be kind to him forever; My covenant with him will never end.” He will still choose you when something bad happened by your own doing and stand behind you when you did wrong. If He needs to attend a parent-teacher confer-ence, He will. If He needs to talk to a co-worker on your behalf, He will. He is behind you 100 percent. He has no intention of leaving or letting you down.

This man I am describing is God and, indeed, this Dad in Heaven loves you. God is not just some far away man in some far away place called Heaven. This is a God who isn’t just going to stay on His throne. He walks and talks with you and He is here with you in this room right now. His life isn’t complete until He has you with Him. He wants to travel along with you on your journey, talk to you and give you advice. You are His life’s pur-pose and love. In Jeremiah 3:4 (NLT), it says “...Father, you have been my guide since my youth.” God will and is right now leading you. He is giving you answers to life’s most difficult questions. However, you can’t just come home, put your headphones on, listen to your music real loud and shut out what God is saying to you. You can’t expect the answer to be there when you purposely quiet the voice of God. God is just like any other person on this planet. He will talk to you, but let’s make room for Him. Show God you care about Him. Let’s spend time with Him. Turn the TV off. Put the phone down. We all have things to do and lives to live. However, without our Dad, we can only go so far before we wonder where we are and what is happening to us. To get to know Him, you have to hang out with Him, ask Him questions and let Him talk back. I am not implying that you go to a restaurant and talk to the empty chair on the other side of the table. I don’t think the waiter will ever come to take your order. I am implying however, to talk aloud in your own home, in your own room, etc. and be as if He is right in front of you (because He is). He is your Dad - where else would He be! He is going to guide you in all the answers that you need in your particular circumstance right now. He is the Dad who grabs you by the hand and says, “I’ll get you through. I’ll tell you what I think. I’ll tell you what I would do.” He is actively persistent to be by your side for your whole life. You have a Dad.

Your God, your Dad knows you. Matthew 6:8 (NLT) says, “...Your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask Him!” He has been your Dad for as long as you have been alive. He has watched you and has seen you develop and grow. He knows who you are, what kind of personality you have, what you do and what you need help with. He knows His son and He takes care of His daughter. Anything that you do doesn’t surprise Him. He knows your favorite color, movie and book. He can answer a quiz and be the only One to get all the answers right no matter how hard you try to make it for Him. God is your Father in the fact that He is willing to look the other way. “Be ye merciful, as your Father also is merciful,” states Luke 6:36 (KJV). God, our Dad, loves us, even though we are human. We are going to hurt probably everybody at least once while we are living. We all say, act and do the wrong things; we all offend people. We are sarcastic, angry, offensive, obscene and dirty. Come on, let’s face it! But we all long to be our-selves around people we love; we want to show our entire hearts to those around us. We want to be comfortable in an environment where we can be good and not so good. We want someone in our lives who can love us and excuse us of our ugly sides.

Matthew 6:14 talks about God forgiving the ones He loves. God knows that you cursed out the taxi driver, and He saw you yell at your friend. He knows what just happened and He still loves you and wants you. He still thinks you are the best thing that has ever happened to Him. He still wants to hear what is going on. He still wants to have a relationship with you. He doesn’t want you to go anywhere. He’s forgiven you and He will tell you that you are forgiven, in case you use that reason to ignore His love. He doesn’t want you to leave. God misses His son and daughter on your busy days. He put you as a priority and would love it if you would do the same for Him. The things He wants to show you and tell you are remarkable!

God wants you to know that when you are with Him, He will take care of everything. He takes care of little birds outside, providing for them shelter and worms in the ground. Matthew 6:26 (The Message) describes the scene, “Look at the birds, free and unfettered, not tied down to a job description, careless in the care of God. And you count far more to Him than birds.” He does this because He cares and He loves them. He finds pleasure in His creation. YOU are His ultimate creation! He cre-ated you in hopes that He would have someone to con-verse with. He wants to have company, He wants to have a friend and He wants to have a family. There is no one else comparable to God Himself, but God still made us similar to Him. Genesis 1:26 (The Message) says God spoke: “Let us make human beings in Our image, make them reflecting Our nature...” The “us” in that verse refers to God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit forming man with their traits. God wanted someone with His looks, His genes, and His bloodline. He places value on you and sees you as His own. God knows what is on your heart right this second. He knows if you are happy about your family. He knows if you are frustrated with the people in your life. He knows if you are desperately in search of something. Your Dad, your God, understands that you have certain and specific needs and wants in your life.

He knows you are craving that promotion, that you need money until the next payday, that you need a certain person to call you back. He is very aware and very active in your life and He will make sure to give you all that you need. Matthew 6:32 confirms that your Heavenly Father already knows all your needs. It may not come today. It may not come tomorrow. A delay does not mean that He is not working in your favor and not working for you.

There is a whole dimension going on above our heads! The Heavenly realm is swarming with activity. Don’t think that the angels are just singing all day and care nothing about you. Don’t think that Jesus’ scars on his hands are just for decoration. The Heavenly realm is in hot pursuit for you. Because you are family, you are God’s son and God’s daughter. Anything that happens to you happens to God. He is your Dad and He feels your pain. He cries when you cry and gets mad when you get mad. He may be the God of the Universe; however, He is very personable and useful to you! He is on your side. As your Dad, He would rather walk through life with you than without you. It’s better if He can hold your hand and hold your heart and enjoy this thing called life with you.

God is just like the perfect Father. He gives good gifts to you. Matthew 7:11 (NIV) says, “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your chil-dren, how much more will your Father in Heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!” It doesn’t matter if you just sinned right this second. You are still His child! He looks after you, protects you and is able to give you things that you need. He brings you friends at work. He brings money out of nowhere; He brings favor and bless-ings when you don’t deserve it. He gives you a good day where you are surprisingly cheerful just because He can. Your Father, your God thought about you today. That’s why He made sure your favorite team won this year. He made sure you saw the sunset during your evening walk. He made sure someone would make you laugh today. He knows what you like; He’s been watching you this whole time.

The fantasy scenario of a perfect father is still true and still happens. I know we all have been hurt by our family members in some way. That pain is very deep and very real. The good news is there is a Dad who loves us. When we have the worst day, He holds us tight and loves on us. He makes sure things get right again. He sings over us while we fall asleep.

––––––––
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“For the Lord your God is living among you. He is a mighty Savior. He will take delight in you with gladness. With His love, He will calm all your fears. He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.” – Zephaniah 3:17 (NLT)
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He is our Dad and He acts like it. We don’t have to live in bitterness, anger, sorrow and depression if we don’t have any real family. The God, your Dad, is family and He’s not going anywhere because He loves you.

God will do what any Dad does; He will tell you about life. He will tell you about yourself and your situation. He will slay the dragon for you. His love is by far better than anything or anyone the world has to offer! God wants you to trust Him and in order to trust Him, you must know Him. You must believe in Him; you must believe that He exists. You may have your doubts but if you give God a chance, He will show up and talk back. He will be there when you need Him. So go ahead and give Him a call. Shout out his name and take a moment; you’ll see He loves talking.

Another thing God loves is sharing. God made Heaven and Earth for His sons and daughters. He loves blessing you and sharing His goodness and His love. He enjoys sharing ideas, creativity, dreams and secrets. He’s just like you. He would never tell a secret to someone who can’t keep it, so be the kind of son and daughter who God can trust. It pleases God to give His kids His life’s work and like it says in Luke 12:32 (The Message) the Father wants to give you the very Kingdom itself. Like an Earthly father, He wants to be able to pass down the family business. It’s God’s dream to give you the job of growing the Kingdom of God and glorifying His name on Earth. It’s a compliment; He wouldn’t give His Kingdom to just anyone!

It says in Matthew 16:16-17 that God in Heaven revealed to Simon something the world could not and did not tell him. It states that Simon “knew” Jesus was the Son of the Living God (verse 16). Simon only knew this because of God telling him. God was sharing that infor-mation to one of Jesus’ apostles and He can let you in on stuff, too. You are not going to find the answers from the world and if you try to, you will feel lost. Everyone has their own opinion. Even your own heart can get confused. God is the only One who knows all. He knows your situation and knows where you should go from here. He knows what you should say next. He knows and cares and would love to share it with you. You just have to be willing to stop and listen.

––––––––
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“For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all He does. Yes, and He will show Him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed.” – John 5:20 (NIV)






“...Papa, Father, you can—can’t you?—get me out of this. Take this cup away from me. But please, not what I want—what do you want?” – Mark 14:36 (The Message)
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God will share things with us, but what if we hear something that we don’t want to do? You can ignore God’s word all you want, God then just uses life’s cir-cumstances to speak to you. Don’t ask God for anything unless you really mean it because He will talk back. If you don’t want this relationship, don’t pursue it. It will bring you love, peace, answers and hope, but it will require something of you. God is like any dad; He wants His children. He doesn’t want to give up any custody rights to anyone. So even though you fall in love with your high school sweetheart or adopt a little child from India, God still wants to be the person you talk to during the day. He still wants to be the person you come to. He still wants your relationship with Him to be the most important relationship in your life!

When God tells you something, a faithful and obe-dient child will follow, with no strings attached. However, we are human and we ALL have strings attached. We all automatically want answered, “What’s in it for me?” We all want to see the vision of the prize before we start running. We all want to make sure our journey in life is stable, functional and realistic before we even sign up. The part about God is, He operates in this Earth but His residence is in Heaven, so He functions on a completely different level than us. He wants us then to trust Him. We cannot see everything and we cannot know every-thing. Quite frankly, I think it would scare us if we did. So we need a God who is looking out for us. We need a Dad who is acting in our best interest. If He says to do or say something, we need to trust Him. He’s the only One who knows what is fully going on. If something hap-pens that is completely out of our comfort zone or very unexpected, we have to trust that God knows what He is doing and our Dad in Heaven has it all under control. He sees how one event leads to another and He wants to lead us. We also then must be willing to follow.

Travis Rodgers is a 35 year old who is a TV news pro-ducer. He describes God as being a Dad for him since he feels like his dad wasn’t really there for him most of his life. Even though Travis feels like his dad did the best he could, he still saw his father put work ahead of family time. When Travis was growing up, he may not have had his dad to guide him or do things with him, but he still feels like God made everything okay for him by showing him other ways to learn things or gain wisdom. Travis says that he had his mom who was his best friend and God, and he felt like he was never lacking anything. “God blessed me as a kid, as He still does now!” Travis exclaims.
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