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  FOREWORD



"All our dreams can come true if we have the courage to pursue them." – Walt Disney


Cartoons and animated shows have become a staple in the lives of many children during their childhood. If a child was not playing outside, they often sat in front of the television screen in their living rooms, watching their favorite cartoons. How did this come to be, though? Today, one of the most famous TV channels is “The Disney Channel,” owned by The Walt Disney Company. But who is Walt Disney? 




Walt Disney was a man from a small city who had big dreams ever since his classmate introduced him to films and vaudeville. He took steps and made choices throughout his life that would ultimately lead to one of the biggest media entertainment companies in the whole world. Even long after his death, the company would continue to progress and live on, entertaining children and adults with animation and live-action films and shorts, just like how Walt Disney dreamed of when he was a young boy.




Walt Disney, most notably known as the man behind the famous Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Goofy, Pluto, and many other iconic characters, did not have an easy career. He had gone through many ups and downs in order for the company he dreamed of to achieve even a fraction of what his initial goals were: make animations. Here, Walt’s childhood, adolescence, and adulthood are all put in the limelight. From a young boy who delivered newspapers for his father’s newspaper company to becoming the owner that would continue to entertain, not just through films, cartoons, and TV shows, but even through stage plays, hotels, and a cruise line. 




Walt Disney had a very humbling beginning, but the end result of all his hard work did not just exceed his dreams and goals; it went on to inspire many others who had similar hopes and dreams. 







  INTRODUCTION



Walt Disney’s life was not smooth sailing. He was a man who had come from humble beginnings in Chicago and then later spent most of his childhood in a small town in Kansas. All he really wanted to do was create animated shorts and films, but when he achieved that and proved himself capable and worthy, he decided that he did not have to stop there. From live-action films to theme parks, there was no limit to what the man wanted to accomplish. Walt Disney was inspired by the art he saw as a child and later inspired many generations of children with the art he created. 
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The photo shows the main gate of Disney Studios in Hollywood. This entrance is also known as the “Alameda Entrance.”



Disney: Young and Hard at Work

Walter Elias Disney was born in Chicago’s “Hermosa” neighborhood on December 5, 1901, to American parents Elias Disney and Flora Call. Elias Disney was a carpenter who moved around a lot for his work. He was also never really in one place for too long. Flora Call had a bit more stability in her career by working as a public school teacher. Elias Disney was of Irish descent but was born in Canada to immigrant parents. Flora Call was an American of German and English descent. Elias and Flora later met and married each other on January 1, 1888, in Lake County, Florida. Together, Elias and Flora had five children together: Herbert Arthur Disney, Raymond Arnold Disney, Roy Oliver Disney, Walter Elias Disney, and lastly, Ruth Flora Disney, the only girl of the Disney family. 




When Walt Disney turned four years old, Elias and Flora Disney decided to move the family to Marceline, Missouri, in 1906. Marceline, Missouri, was known to be a small Midwestern town. After Disney’s move to Missouri, Walt was old enough to start attending school. It was at that time that he started to show an aptitude for art by constantly drawing and painting with crayons and watercolors. In Missouri, Elias Disney decided to take up farming to better support his family. Growing up, the Disney’s lived close to the “Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Line.” Because Walt saw trains almost all the time, he had started to gain interest in them. 




Elias saw little to no success in his farming ventures. By 1911, the family decided to move to Kansas City, Missouri. There, Elias bought a paper route for two newspaper publications: The Kansas City Star and The Kansas City Times. Elias Disney made his four sons assist him in delivering the newspapers in the morning. Walt and Roy, being the youngest boys, would wake up every morning at 4:30 to deliver copies of The Kansas City Times around the neighborhood right before school. And then, after school, the two brothers would spend the early evening going around the neighborhood again, but this time, they would be delivering copies of the Kansas City Star. Having two paper routes and having his sons do the work of delivering two newspaper publications did make the business successful for Elias. Unfortunately, even if the business was going well, Walt’s school performance suffered. Going around delivering newspapers twice a day and having to wake up earlier than most people exhausted Walt so much to the point that he would end up falling asleep while in class. It did not matter, though, because Walt continued doing the paper route for his family for the next six years. Later, he would also take Saturday courses at the Kansas City Art Institute, where he took a course in cartooning. 
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