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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Jamie Ford was born about 45 years ago. He is a best-seller writer who became particularly famous by his work The Hotel on the corner of Bitter and Sweet. Sadly, there is not much information available on Jamie Ford. One thing we know is that before concentrating on writing he worked in advertising for more than 15 years (1). He was very successful and worked as an advertising agent and then as a copywriter. In fact, during his working in the advertising industry he won over 400 Addy Awards. When his first book was published in 2009 he quit his job and decided to focus solely on writing. (2)




    Another very interesting fact about Jamie Ford is his origin. Jamie Ford is of a Chinese descend and his great-grandfather had moved to the USA from Kaipling, China as early as 1865. It is impressive to know that his great-grandfather Min Chung was a pioneer in mining in Nevada and he obtained the surname Ford so as to fit better into the society of that era (1). By changing his last name into a more American name his great-grandfather only wished to be better integrated into the new country and at the same time he managed to cause a lot of confusion to the generations that followed. Jamie Ford’s father married an American and, thus, the couple had to face the discord of those who frowned upon inter-racial marriages. Jamie Ford grew up listening to the stories of his father and grandfather about life in America in the 1940s, the immigrants and the problems they faced on a daily basis. When his father died, a number of Asian characters started taking shape in his head and soon he started writing short stories in which those Asian characters starred. (2)




    Jamie Ford is an art-collector; he owns, amongst others, three paintings of the late Bill Cumming, the original cover drawing by Yuko Shimizu that made it to the DC Vertigo UNWRITTEN #14, a painting by Kathy Liao, and a skateboard by Louie Gong. He states that he cannot wait for his next manuscript to be completed so that he will get paid and thus he will be able to acquire some more paintings he has his eye on. (2)




    Jamie Ford has six children and on his Facebook page he lists his personal interests in the following way:
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