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Book Disclaimer





     




    Here are tips on reading Bill Vincent’s Books.




    Bill writes prophetically as God speaks. The grammar may be pushed but the message is spoken from the heart of God. Bill didn’t want to lose the depth of revelation through extensive editing.


  




  

    
Introduction





    Over twenty years I have been in the prophetic ministry. There have been a lot of lessons I’ve learned from years of ministry and surrounding myself with prophetic people. This book is Volume Two of my prophetic book series. You can get Volume One “Increasing Your Prophetic Gift” if you would like to learn to flow in a deeper level of prophetic.




    This book is for everyone who has been around the prophetic and has ever received a prophetic Word. I’m talking about mostly personal prophetic ministry, where some one singles you out and prophesies to you personally. This also will be a great tool for receiving a Word for a Church, City, Country or so on. This book has the basic guidelines and the strategies for bringing your Words to pass.




    Over the years I have received hundreds of prophecies and up through 2010 they have all come to pass. I mean that ALL my personal prophecies have been fulfilled. This is by using the guidelines and strategies I’m writing in this book. So fasten your seat belt as you read “Receiving Personal Prophecy.”




    


    


  




  

    
War For Your Words





    The enemy hears the Word also, so usually things go the opposite way of what God Says.




    People should not hold personal conversations with a Prophet, or anything you want to hear from God. You should never tell a Prophet. A true prophetic Word should come from God and it should be prophetic not pathetic if a true Prophet hears from God and has a Word for you then he will not have to ask you any questions.




    God qualifies the ones that He calls. He does not call the qualified. He calls those that have been through the trenches. If you haven’t been through anything then how could you minister to those that are going through the trenches? God also does not use quitters. You have to be prepared to finish the race because if you are not you will go around the mountain until you do not quit or give up.




    A prophetic Word speaks potential it is not a guarantee, this is why we war for our Words and not only warring but contending for God to move on our behalf and we also have to line up to the Word that He speaks we can’t expect God to do great things on our behalf when we are living like the devil.




    If you are not going to do anything with the first Word God gave you don’t ask for another one, although God is full of grace and mercy and He will probably give you another one. God is good and He is faithful. There will come a time when He will want you to do something to get another Word from the Lord you will sooner or later have to line up and do something with the ones he has already given you.




    Some prophetic Words are seasonal which means if you don’t go after them when they are in season, then sometimes we miss them and God will usually bring them around our path again in another season but you will probably need to repent for not doing your part maybe you missed it because you didn’t hear correctly or maybe you didn’t line up or maybe it was because someone else didn’t line up who really knows when we all get to Heaven we will know what we missed and why. We will probably all find out how much more we could have had here on Earth if maybe we might of done something a little different. We all have fallen short of something.




    Everything you will ever do for God comes with a hefty price to pay and you will pay it or you will not do much for Him.




    This is one reason I’m writing this book. This book is to help you see the finished work of your prophetic Words.




    


    


  




  

    
God is Speaking





    God desires to have intimate fellowship with individuals. God speaks every minute of every day but His people are dull of hearing.




    God wants to speak to us through prophecy but we must read His Word. Many Christians go after prophetic words.




    The apostle Paul writes in 1 Timothy 4:14-15, “Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress.”




    Personal prophecy, as Paul mentions here, is for the upbuilding and encouragement of individual Christians, and of the Church at large. It was true in the First Century, and it is still true in the day we live in.




    But like none of the other spiritual gifts mentioned in the New Testament, personal prophecy has the greatest ability to bring edification on the one hand and to damage on the other hand -- based on how the believer responds to the prophetic word.




    To help people properly engage with New Testament prophecy, I have listed some practical ways that a believer in the modern-day church can and should respond to a personal prophetic word. Record, Read and Meditate upon the Word




    It is recommended that all prophetic words be recorded and that they should be transcribed and kept for future reference. These words can then be reviewed with one’s pastor or spiritual covering as a means of counseling and as a way to track spiritual growth.




    When reviewing a prophecy, it should be noted that not every element of the word will be applicable to the recipient’s present experience. In 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21, the apostle Paul writes, “Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good.” This Scripture warns us to prove and judge prophecy, not the prophet, if some elements may not seem to relate at the present time. If a person does not understand a portion of a prophetic utterance they should be careful not to reject it immediately as false. It may be that the word refers to something that is yet to come in the person's life and they do not yet have knowledge of it. Instead, the person should put the word "on the shelf" for prayerful consideration at a later time.




    Witness To and then War a Good Warfare with the Word In the proving process, we accept and receive that which is timely and deals with the past or present in an accurate way. 1 Timothy 1:18 tells us to prepare for warfare with God’s prophetic words to us at hand; “I am giving you these instructions, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies made earlier about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight..."




    Do Nothing Different unless Definitely Directed By God When a prophetic word refers to transitions in life such as romance, geographical moves, changing churches, and so forth, it is important that a person never make hasty changes until prayer, godly counsel and much reflections are made. Through careful prayer, counsel with spiritual leadership and cautious small steps of faith, God’s purposes can be established in the believer's life.




    The Bible gives many examples of caution in the face of a prophetic word. We see in 1 Samuel 16:13 that David tended sheep for many years after being told he would be king. Jehu received very specific instructions in his anointing as king concerning what he was to do in 2 Kings 9. King Jehoshaphat was shown in 2 Chronicles 20 to follow all the divine directives in detail. It is imperative that we not only hear God’s word, but also listen for the way and the timing on how that word is to be fulfilled.




    Remove All Hindrances to Receiving the Promise When dealing with personal prophecy, a Christian must be willing to judge him or herself to make certain they are able to hear from God. Attitudes that can hinder our hearing from the Lord include negative mind-sets, an inflated or a low self-image, pride, self-justification, blame-shifting, self-preservation, people-pleasing, carnal reasoning and procrastination. Hidden or unconfessed sin or unforgiveness can also hinder our ability to hear from God.




    A biblical example of a person needing to judge himself was King Saul. When the promises of God were presented to him, he rationalized God’s directives and chose what he wanted. This brought about God’s judgment on his life and he never received the promises of God (1 Samuel 15).




    Wait Patiently upon the Lord We are told in Isaiah 40:31 to wait patiently upon the Lord. The principle of waiting on the Lord is found throughout Scripture. The biblical meaning of waiting is active, expectant faith.




    Allow God to Form Character in the Process God’s primary intent in the life of the believer is to call leaders and to test every area of their lives in preparation for ministry. Prophecies given to us about future ministry should be received with joy, and with respect for the process God will use to prepare us for that leadership.




    Men in the Bible like David, Joseph, Abraham and Moses were tested first before they were given dynamic ministries. Women like Deborah, Esther and Priscilla showed themselves to be women of character. God developed these people through testing, trying and time.




    The foundation of a person’s character will determine the height of the person’s ministry. God’s timetable of ministry revolves around our growth and maturity in Him and our willingness to allow Him to be Lord in every area of our lives.




    Receive God’s Promise in Faith The Scriptures show us that people of God have missed God’s best for them by not receiving His Word in faith. Hebrews 4:2 says, “For indeed the good news came to us just as to them; but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened.”




    While the accomplishment of any prophetic directive is largely up to God, our role in the process is to put aside doubt, and to give God freedom to make whatever changes in us that are necessary to bring about His plan. 




    “If you have received personal prophecies from the Lord, or your church has received prophetic words, go back and read over them again. If you’ve neglected them, repent and commit yourself to responding in faith instead."




    “What has the Lord said to you? Begin to say it with Him. Confess it to yourself and to others. Once you’ve started confessing God’s word to you, it’s time to act on it as well. Take those refresher lessons for that instrument God said you will use in worship. Start that Bible correspondence course to prepare yourself for the mission field. Set aside the money you’ll be needing to make it all come to pass. Get ready to see God’s prophetic word bear fruit."




    “Finally, flow with the authority God has placed over you and in you, and join with others to exercise corporate faith — both for the words given to you and for the words given to the whole congregation." 




    Peter declared in Acts 2:17 that the prophet Joel was speaking of the Church age when he proclaimed, “I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy.”




    In 1 Corinthians 14:39, 40 the apostle Paul writes, “Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order.” The Greek word used in this passage for covet or desire earnestly is Zeloo, which means to have great desire, to be jealous over and to be zealously affected. This term notes a fervency of mind and emotional jealousy, as a husband would be jealous for his wife. The only divine attributes that the church is told to covet are the gifts of the spirit. 




    The reason that God calls for us to covet the gifts, especially prophecy, is that these manifestations are not for our own benefit, but primarily for the benefit of others. It takes an unselfish, dedicated Christian to be raised in purity and maturity in their ministry.




    The Gifts of the Spirit are a manifestation of God’s love and grace. God continues to reveal Himself to individuals and groups of Christians in the Church today to mature them and to bring about His plan and His Kingdom in the Earth.




    He wants you to eagerly desire to be used in the gift of personal prophecy so that He can make Himself known to lost and hurting people through you. What a privilege it is to be His minister of reconciliation to his lost sheep (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). We are His ambassadors in the earth today. He desires for believers to walk in the manifestation of the Holy Spirit to see the Great Commission fulfilled so that those who are lost in darkness can come to know Him as their Father.




    Now is the time to "let all things be done, decently and in order"!




    To help bring Christians into a place of maturity, God has set within the Church the ministry of the New Testament prophet with special anointing and authority. Through the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, He has also established the gift of prophecy to communicate in the local church. And as He inhabits the praises and prayer times of His people, He releases the spirit of prophecy to give testimony to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in the earth today!




    The Bible makes it clear that prophecy is the most powerful gift, and it is encouraged throughout the Scriptures.
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