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Part One


In this segment, we'll delve into 15 principles for effective witnessing. Before we explore this list, I want to share some general reflections. Initially, God's plan was not to create Christians, but rather citizens. He desired not a religion, but a Kingdom, which is a central theme throughout the Bible. The message of Jesus was fundamentally about this Kingdom. According to divine intention, God aimed not for servants but for sons.
 Here are two critical concepts to grasp: firstly, God sought citizens over Christians; secondly, He preferred sons to servants. A third crucial concept is relationships; God's objective for humanity was not about fostering a religion but nurturing a relationship. He wasn't in search of worship through song or service, as angels and seraphim fulfill those roles. Instead, God longed for a family dynamic, where at the core of biblical teachings lies a familial bond between a father and his children, with the unique aspect being the father's kingly status, thus elevating his children to royalty. His ultimate wish was for his children to reign, mirroring his kingly rule, thus inviting us back to a position of rulership.
 Genesis encapsulates this vision, emphasizing dominion over Earth as a primary human role. This vision contrasts sharply with the church's evolution over centuries, where the essence of citizenship and familial leadership was often obscured by religious rituals and forced conversions, as seen during the Crusades. True citizenship in God's Kingdom is about voluntary submission, not coercion.
 The concept of the Kingdom of Heaven is pivotal, representing God's dominion and the standard-setting role of a king. This Kingdom extends beyond the visible, with Earth designated as the realm for human dominion, echoing God's intent for humanity to govern rather than dwell passively in religious observance.
 The New Testament further clarifies this, particularly in Philippians 3:20, highlighting our heavenly citizenship, which paradoxically situates us in the world but not of it. This distinction offers profound comfort and confidence, assuring us of a support and preservation that transcends earthly means.
 Understanding our citizenship can profoundly shift our perspective on life's challenges and our reliance on material provisions. It prompts a reevaluation of our purpose and resources, encouraging us to live not merely for temporal needs but with an eternal perspective that influences our actions and interactions in the world.
 Jesus's teachings and the early church's understanding illuminate a path beyond mere religious adherence to a dynamic engagement with the world as representatives of a heavenly Kingdom. This invites a radical reassessment of our identity, purpose, and how we navigate life, anchored in the assurance of our divine citizenship and familial ties to a sovereign God.
 Particularly when he is aware of his kingdom's might, Christ remained silent until threatened. At that moment, he revealed the nature of his sovereignty to Pilate, asserting that his kingdom transcends this world. He claimed the authority to summon legions of angels in defense, demonstrating his kingly power. Pilate, recognizing the language of authority and power, attempted to release Jesus, understanding the implications of kingdom dynamics.
 Many of us fail to grasp the significance of what it means to be a citizen of God's kingdom. Salvation, fundamentally, is about immigration. Through disobedience, humanity lost its rightful place in God's government, becoming spiritual exiles. The term 'alien' in the Bible describes this condition of being in the world without rightful status in God's kingdom, likened to living under a stepfather, Lucifer, instead of with our true Father.
 Jesus's mission was to reclaim us from this lost status, likened to a big brother rescuing his siblings. His parable of the prodigal son illustrates God's longing for our return, not through coercion but through willing repentance and restoration. Salvation is thus framed as a legal change in status, granting us citizenship in heaven while we continue to live on earth. This dual citizenship challenges us to prioritize our heavenly allegiance, even when it conflicts with earthly demands.
 This perspective calls for a profound transformation in how we interact with the world, recognizing non-believers not as enemies but as family members estranged from God. The gospel's call is to welcome them back into the family, emphasizing God's love and sacrifice rather than judgment or condemnation.
 Our mission, inspired by Jesus's example, is to approach the world with compassion, understanding, and a message of redemption. Criticism and judgment should be replaced with friendship and love, embodying the welcoming arms of a Father eager for his children's return. This approach reshapes our engagement with the world, moving from condemnation to invitation, from alienation to reconciliation, in the spirit of true kingdom citizenship.
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