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Warning!




    This work will offer a frank and candid discussion of the Pattaya, Thailand lifestyle.




    This book is like no other travel book you may have read; many other tourist guides have been written by authors who have spent a very short time in the country they are describing, and most of their information come from the idle gossip from “bar room lawyers” who are equally uninformed. We are giving you factual accounts based on living in Pattaya for nearly a decade.




    We will offer you the nitty-gritty aspects of Pattaya as well as the consequences you may have to endure if you stray outside the limits of the law. Your conduct will determine the memories you have of Pattaya.




    We will not be offering you any general history or other irrelevant facts other than what you will need to enjoy your holiday here. We are assuming your initial stay in Pattaya will be for less than 30 days and that most of this time will be spent in a party mode and so; the culture of Thailand, other cities in Thailand and the Thai language will not be covered in any detail as they will have little value for your short time you will be spending in Pattaya.


  




  

    
Dear Reader




    We are writing to you as a yet unmet meet friend and a trusted advisor. In the following pages you will be given the absolute truth as to the Pattaya lifestyle. There will be no BS (Bull Shit) in these pages as our only desire is to make your stay here in Pattaya a memory of a lifetime – not a nightmare.




    We have been offered money, a lot of money, if we would highlight a number of bars, nightclubs and certain services. We have chosen not to do this as our only indebtedness is to YOU; the purchaser and reader of this book!




    All we request is that you are truthful to yourself as to why you are coming to Pattaya; the Ladies. If there are any noteworthy cultural events or attractions, we have not found them in the ten years we have lived in Pattaya.




    Pattaya is a city in Thailand. It is not representative of Thailand just as Helsinki is not representative of Finland, London is not representative of England; and Chicago is not representative of the USA.




    Pattaya is and has been a sex tourism destination for millions of visitors since the 1960’s. There is no place like Pattaya on the entire planet Earth! As a matter of fact, when the Mars Curiosity Rover landed, you might have noticed the sign with a large arrow pointed towards earth labeled; Direction to Pattaya. Just kidding!




    IF YOU ARE COMING TO PATTAYA FOR ANY REASON OTHER THAN SEX AND DRINKING – YOU ARE ONLY FOOLING YOURSELF. You need to go somewhere else for your holiday!


  




  

    
A Special Note to our Mature Readers




    If you are over the age of fifty, you absolutely need to come to Pattaya! Some of you may have become recently divorced or a widower; some of you have spent a life being totally absorbed by your work and now think that life has passed you by and sadly, some of you have resigned yourself as being old and becoming useless. This thinking is pure Bull Shit!




    Come to Pattaya; it is the “fountain of youth”. Here you will become energized and youthful again. Here you will soon realize that you still “have it”. Your outlook on life will change along with a greatly improved self image.




    One day I witnessed an elderly man walking up Soi 8. In his left hand he was dragging a small oxygen bottle on wheels with a tube going to a face mask. On his right hand was clinging a pretty young Thai lady laughing and joking with him. His mask hid his face, but you better believe there was a big grin under that mask!




    If you are over 50 years of age, you NEED to come to Pattaya!




    Now, before we begin we want you to “clear the decks” and wipe your blackboard clean of all prior information, tall tales and lies you have received up to this point. The information you will be shortly receiving is the absolute truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.




    The only caveat we will mention is that in Thailand, as is with any other country, there can be a change in policies, rules and regulations. If these changes occur after the printing of this book then we will most probably print a revised edition to reflect these changes.




    Pattaya is my adopted home and I love her dearly. If I had a choice of being poor in Pattaya or a multi-millionaire in Moscow; I would choose Pattaya – hands down! But as with any place that has been built by man or inhabited by men, there can be some weak links in the chain. Pattaya is no exception. All we are attempting to do is to forewarn you about some of the irregularities in the Pattaya lifestyle. Remember; being fore-warned is to be fore-armed!




    We should also like to thank at this time Officer Dane Martindale of the Royal Thai Police, FPV, Pattaya City, whose assistance with this book pertaining to police matters has been of enormous value.




    And lastly, we are giving you the language of the local Thais as they say it; it is more “pigeon English, than proper English. When you see a sentence in quotations, be prepared for some “Thai pigeon English.”


  




  

    
Chapter One - Planning Your Vacation




    If you are a citizen of one of the following countries, you are not required to obtain a visa beforehand. When you arrive at the airport in Bangkok, you will be issued a stamp in your passport which will be good for thirty (30) days. The list of countries is as follows; (From the Royal Thailand Consulate, New York)




    1. Australia 2. Austria




    3. Belgium 4. Brazil




    5. Bahrain 6. Brunei




    7. Canada 8. Denmark




    9. Finland 10. France




    11. Germany 12. Greece




    13. HongKong 14. Iceland




    15. Indonesia 16. Ireland




    17. Italy 18. Japan




    19. Korea 20. Kuwait




    21. Luxembourg 22. Israel




    23. Czech 24. Hungary




    25. Malaysia 26. Monaco




    27. Netherlands 28. New Zealand




    29. Norway 30. Oman




    31. Peru 32. Philippines




    33. Portugal 34. Qatar




    35. Singapore 36. Spain




    37. South Africa 38. Sweden




    39. Switzerland 40. Turkey




    41. United Arab Emirates 42. United Kingdom




    43. USA 44. Vietnam




    45. Liechtenstein 46. Poland




    47. Slovak 48. Slovenia




    When to Arrive – Timing is Everything




    In terms of tourism, Thailand is a monster. It has been generally reported and accepted that Thailand receives 20 million tourists per year. Pattaya does not get them all of course, but estimates from various reporting agencies range from 3 to 5 million visitors per year.




    Now let’s think on this a bit. 20 million visitors divided by 360 days gives an average of 55,555 tourists – per day! Not all fly into Bangkok airport of course, but many do.




    Now here is our point; for some unknown reason, a majority of arrivals takes place at 22:30 (10:30 PM). There could as many as eight or ten jumbo jets arriving at the same time with each plane at near capacity; 747’s, A380’s, 777’s and so on. Using an average of 300 passengers per plane means there could be up 3,000 tourists landing simultaneously. Now, if there are 20 immigration check points, AND IF THEY ARE FULLY STAFFED, then each check point would have a queue of 150 passengers. If it takes one minute to process each passenger then the wait to clear customs could take 150 minutes or 2.5 hours, OR LONGER!




    You arrive with jet lag, dehydrated, a lack of sleep, you are hot and sticky, beginning to smell, your teeth are beginning to grow fungus; and now you are looking at standing in line for one hour or more. You are not a happy camper. In addition, by the time you get to Pattaya and check into your hotel, the bars will be shut and so you have just lost your first night of vacation.




    Here is how to avoid the long lines; do not arrive at 22:30. Simply go online and find a flight that LANDS in the morning, say 0830 to 1030. Even if you have to leave your country at 0230 and pay a little more for the flight, it is preferable to lose a little sleep the night before than to wait in line for maybe two hours. Case in point; we left Los Angeles at 2230, the flight with a stop at Narita, Japan took 24 hours. But when we arrived at Bangkok it was 1030. We cleared customs in about two minutes, caught a taxi to Pattaya, checked in at our hotel, threw our bags in the room, went to the first bar we saw, grabbed a girl and were in the room doing the horizontal mambo in less than TWO HOURS from touchdown!




    SOME DATES TO REMEMBER




    Thailand has five official holidays where buying alcohol is prohibited. You will not be able to buy a beer or a drink from bars, 7/11’s or supermarkets. The period of no alcohol sales starts at midnight the night before and continues until midnight the next day. The holidays are;




    25 February – Magha Puja Day; celebrates Buddha’s first sermon to his disciples.




    24 May – Visakha Bucha Day; the holiest Buddhist holiday celebrates the birth, enlightenment and entry into nirvana of the Buddha.




    22 July – Asalha Puja Day; commemorates the Buddha’s first sermon in the Deer Park in Benares and the founding of the Buddhist sangha.




    23 July - Buddhist Lent Day (Wan Khao Phansa); this day marks the beginning of the Buddhist ‘lent’ period, a time when monks are supposed to retreat to their temples while new life springs forth.




    5 December - H.M. the King’s Birthday; His Majesty the King’s birthday is celebrated throughout the country and is also the country’s Fathers Day. This holiday is a little “iffy”. It tends to not be as strictly enforced as the other holidays, but it is there just the same.




    You will need to plan around these holidays. There is nothing worse than coming to Pattaya and on your first night having nowhere to buy a beer.




    One More Festival to Consider




    Usually 13 to 19 April (in Pattaya) Songkran - Songkran is the traditional Thai New Year, generally celebrated as a water festival. This is DEFINITELY A DRINKING FESTIVAL! This holiday is sheer pandemonium, chaos and a visit to Monkey Island all rolled into one. You will laugh until it hurts; you will become a teenager again and will have the time of life. The only rules are; all rules are suspended.




    You will be drenched with water and you will drench others with water. Even the police get doused! You will become soaking wet from head to toes, from morning until when the sun goes down. There is no escape!




    If this holiday puts you off, don’t visit Pattaya on these dates. But do remember;




    “We don’t stop laughing when we grow old,




    We grow old because we stop laughing!”




    WHAT TO BRING – WHAT NOT TO BRING




    Bring the largest carry-on piece of luggage allowed by your airline. It should be mostly empty except for the few articles of clothing which will be mentioned shortly. By bringing only a carry-on piece of luggage will allow you to get into the customs area way before all the others that have to wait for their checked in baggage.




    Do not bring a backpack! Backpackers have a very poor image here in Thailand, as in the rest of the world, generally. There are some hotels that refuse to register guests if they show up wearing a backpack, even if they have a confirmed reservation!




    The Thais have a special name for backpackers; “Farang khi nok” which is loosely translated as “a scruffy bird-shit Foreigner”.




    Do not bring a lot of clothes as they will be most likely made of the wrong fabrics for the tropics. In Pattaya, the average daily temperature is around 33 degrees C (91 degrees F) and 29 degrees C (84 degrees F) at night. The humidity averages around 75%. These conditions are fairly stable all year round.




    Most clothes made or bought in Europe and America are blends of Dacron, Nylon or Polyester materials and do not “breathe” which will cause you to sweat enough water to float a battleship.




    You must only wear 100% cotton clothes; underwear, shirts, tee shirts, polo shirts, and shorts. The accepted footwear is flip flops and sandals.




    The clothes here will be of the right fabric and a very inexpensive. You will be able to buy excellent quality designer knockoffs for a fraction of the price you would pay back home and when you do return to your country you will have a bunch of new clothes from Thailand. We once bought a BMW polo shirt. When we visited some friends in Ft. Worth, Texas, we saw the same shirt selling for $45 US. The cost of the shirt in Pattaya was just under $5.




    What you should bring then is the following; all cotton underwear, a few tee shirts/ polo shirts and shorts, (IF they are 100% cotton), shaving gear and some toiletry items such as toothpaste, razors, shave cream, medicines, sandals and flip flops. If you bring blue jeans or long pants, they will most likely collect dust hanging in your closet as you will not wear them. Everything else you may want to wear can be purchased locally and cheaply.




    Another couple of items to bring which will make your life a little easier are condoms and KY Jelly.




    Thai people are generally smaller than Western people and this applies to their anatomies. The condoms sold here are for the Thai market and if you are reasonably endowed, they can be a very tight and painful fit. Condoms produced in the USA and Europe reflects the size requirements of Western men.




    The Thai ladies are equally small and as a result, Western men (Falangs) can be a painful experience for them. KY Jelly can be a real blessing in disguise for you and will be greatly appreciated by your lady friend!




    DO NOT BRING YOUR WIFE, FIANCEE OR GIRLFRIEND TO PATTAYA!




    It will be an absolute disaster for you! 100% guaranteed!




    Here is the analogy; Pattaya ladies are a buffet of the flesh. They are like a prime rib, porterhouse steak, broiled Maine lobster, rack of lamb, filet mignon and etc. By comparison, your wife, fiancée or girlfriend is; a BOLOGNA SANDWICH. You will look at this buffet and say to yourself “I don’t need the buffet; I’ve got my bologna sandwich”. BULL SHIT! Here is what happens; your testicles slowly start to swell to the size of grapefruits, you will be sweating, tossing and turning in your sleep, you will start internally hemorrhaging and steam will be coming out of your ears as you look at the buffet, and then look at your bologna sandwich. Next you will be desperately seeking a way to “get away” from your bologna sandwich for a couple of hours so you can go to the buffet; and here is where the Titanic meets the iceberg. You will be found out! If you are lucky, maybe all you will get from your bologna sandwich is a black eye. Usually it ends at some time in future in divorce or breakup. Even if you don’t breakup, there will always be the sword over your head when she reminds you, “remember Pattaya?!”




    Take you wife, fiancée or girlfriend to Phuket or Bangkok or Chiang Mai or the River Kwai, but do not bring her to Pattaya!




    Some Other Things You Don’t Need




    For a stay of one week, ten days or up to 30 days; you do not NEED your cell phone or laptop.




    In order to use your cell phone you will have to buy a sim card for Thailand. However, who are you going to talk to? If you want to call back home to give a blow by blow description of your holiday- cool it! Your friends back home really could care less and may become jealous and resentful. If you don’t buy a sim card and pay for roaming fees, just wait until you get your bill next month! There is always the chance your Samsung Galaxy 37 or Apple iPhone 22 could go missing. This will be covered in more detail later.




    Your laptop is another potential hazard as far as getting damaged and/or going missing. There are internet café’s everywhere in Pattaya, and if you really need to check emails and etc., you may easily and cheaply do this between walking to different bars.




    We once noticed a young man in an internet café. Sitting next to him was his lovely “date”. She was about 4’10” tall, maybe 95 pounds, wearing a thigh high miniskirt, tube top, stiletto high heels and her hair was down to her waist. Drop dead gorgeous! What was her “stud” doing? He was playing a computer game. If this is the type of person you are, you have a definite problem. We are not medical experts, but we think you may need some form of therapy!




    We realize that on this point you will probably not take all our advice but, you do not need to bring either your cell phone or your laptop.




    DO NOT BRING ANY FORM OF ILLEGAL DRUGS




    If you are a drug user you know exactly what we are talking about so we will not elaborate on this point. Leave your drugs at home.



OEBPS/Images/su.jpg
I
SURVIVING
Bl T A ANCA -

James Dobken





OEBPS/Images/logo_xinxii.png
X1n X11





