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Lesson 1
God is Love
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On August 13, 2017, Sunday afternoon, while I was praying the Lord spoke to my heart and said, “Go tell people how good I am.” That night, at the church where we were pastors at the time, I shared with our congregation about the goodness of our heavenly Father. From that night on I have continually taught, exhorted, preached, spoke, and ministered about the goodness of God. However; the truth is, I myself did not even know of the depth or the scope of the Father’s love. I talked about the goodness of God, the goodness of his Son, the goodness of the Holy Spirit, and even the goodness of the Word but I did not fully comprehend the truth of the love of God. But oh how that has changed over the course of the last few years! 

Let me begin by explaining some of the completely wrong ideas I had about our gracious, loving, wonderful Father. For some reason, I thought that God was always waiting to punish me for something I did wrong. If I made a mistake, if I said something I should not have said that hurt someone’s feelings, if I started talking negatively about someone, if I shorted my tithes by two dollars, if I did not fast enough that week, if I fell asleep before reading my Bible for an hour, I thought God would punish me by not answering any of my prayers. I thought that when I did something, anything, wrong God would withhold goodness from me. I believed that if I gave into temptation then God would withdraw himself from me; like literally ignore me, until I proved myself worthy enough to gain his trust again. Then, he would fellowship with me and I could “feel” his Spirit and goodness while I was praying or worshipping him. I know that all sounds ridiculous and I am probably the only person on the face of the earth that has ever thought that is how God feels about us or that is how God treats us when we do wrong. 

But then I had an encounter with the love of Jesus like I had never had before and it began to radically change my wrong ideas about God. I went from thinking God is continually waiting to punish his children to understanding the truth about the passionate, longsuffering, endless and enduring love the Father has for his children. So let’s begin this journey of love by establishing the true nature of God. I want to encourage you to read closely, open your heart, and have ears to hear the truth. Many times I have heard this statement, “God is good...all the time” but then I hear from the same people, “So and so was just diagnosed with cancer, you think  God is trying to get their attention?” Or, “Did you hear about that terrible accident that killed that mom and her 3 children? Well, God has a plan”, implying God himself caused that accident because everything that happens good or bad is part of God’s sovereign plan for people’s lives. If you have ever said or ever believed either one of those statements to be true of God, you DO NOT know the nature of God himself. Now stay with me because I, at one time, believed that is how God operated in people’s lives also. I thought everything bad that happened was a part of God’s divine plan for my life because I simply did not know the Word of God.  

Let’s start with James 1:17:

Is cancer good or perfect? Is a tragic car accident good or perfect? Then it did NOT come from God. God does not strike people down with cancer or any other sickness or disease. God does not orchestrate tragedy, heartbreak or sorrow to destroy people’s lives. God does not do these things and they are not any part of God’s will for anybody’s life. How do I know this? Because I now know what the Word says about my heavenly Father. The Word says that God is love!  

John 3:16-17: 

There is no condemnation in God’s love. Condemnation means to pronounce to be guilty, to sentence to punishment, or to pass judgment against, to accuse. 

Revelation 12:10: 

The accuser in this scripture is Satan himself. Satan charges us with offense; accuses us before our God day and night. If you are feeling condemned or being condemned by the words or actions of someone else that is the work of the enemy of your soul, Satan. That is not God speaking to you and that is not God making you feel that way. Condemnation is from the devil. It is not from God because God is love!

Romans 5:8:  

God did not wait for us to be “good enough” or to believe first on Jesus before he sent his Son to die for the sins of the world. God’s love is unconditional; he loves us because we are his children and he is love. We do not have to earn his love by doing religious works of some kind. We cannot buy his love through paying tithes and giving all we have to the poor, and we do not have to be perfect enough so we will deserve his love. While we were yet sinners, God demonstrated his love for us by sending his Son to die for our sins. 

1 John 3:1:  

Do we get that? We are God’s children! When my three sons were born, they did not have to do anything for me to love them. The truth is I loved them before they were even born but oh how that love was demonstrated once they were born. I took care of my sons’ every need when they could not offer me one thing in return. I gave them my undivided attention, my every waking moment, and most of my sleeping moments to nurture them, take care of them, and love them even when they could not show me in any kind of way that they loved me in return.  

I John 4:16: 

Romans 8:37-39:  

There is nothing in this life that is stronger than God’s love for us. There is no heartache, no sorrow, no hardship, and no tragedy that is more powerful than the love of God. God’s love has made us victorious over every trial, every circumstance, and every temptation we will ever encounter in this earthly life. His love has already conquered and defeated the works of the devil for us!

Ephesians 2:4-5:  

God’s love for us is sustainable; meaning that it never goes away or runs out. Wow! That is just amazing to me that no matter how bad we mess up and no matter how many mistakes we make God’s love never quits! God never stops loving us! Even when we are at our lowest point in life his love is still great and immeasurable toward us! 

1 Peter 5:7:  

That is love!

Isaiah 41:10: 

That is love!

Lamentations 3:22-23:  

That is love!

Isaiah 54:10:  

Psalm 86:15:  

Zephaniah 3:17:  

So where did you read about a God of hate, a God of destruction, a God that kills people in car accidents because it is part of his plan for their life? Where did you read in the Word about a God who strikes down children with incurable diseases for some unknown reason that we will understand more about it in the sweet by and by? You will never find that in the scriptures. That is NOT the nature of God. That is NOT the nature of Jesus. That is NOT the nature of the Holy Spirit. That is not even Old Testament scripture under the Old Testament Law. If you read the Old Testament and rightly divide it and you will find that God IS, WAS, and WILL ALWAYS BE LOVE! 
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