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Preface


The original cover carries this imprint:


CONCERT / für das / PIANO = FORTE, / mit Begleitung zweyer Violinen, Viola und Violoncello, / (nebst einigen Blasinstrumentum ad libitum) / von J. N. HUMMEL / 73tes Werk. / Eigenthum der Verleger. / WIEN / bei S. A. Steiner und Comp. [Plate no: 2500; Preis (not marked)]


The present source for this edition is held in the Herzogin Anna Amalia Bibliothek (HAAB) in Weimar Germany, and was released as an online resource in 2007, three years after a devastating fire which destroyed tens of thousands of manuscripts and books. Out of the 95 works by Hummel, only five survived the fire including this one which was among the 52 works of Hummel captured on microfilm.


The piece made its first appearance in Vienna cl816 and the ‘Concertino’ (Opus 73) as it is colloquially known today was an arrangement of a much earlier piece, the ‘Mandolin Concerto’ in G (s28) from 1799; a good seventeen years before its reincarnation for the piano-forte. The title of Concertino “Little Concerto” (or Konzertchen) added later, should not lead one to think of this work as being in any way inferior since in our opinion, it compares favourably alongside the piano concertos of Mozart; hardly surprising since Hummel received free lessons from Mozart up to 1788 and even lived with the Mozart family during this time.
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