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      “But the wisdom that is from above

      is first ... willing to yield....”
James 3:17

    


    
      “If you are willing and obedient,

      you shall eat the good of the land.”
Isaiah 1:19

    


    
      “But seek first the kingdom of God

      and His righteousness, and all these

      things shall be added to you.”
Matthew 6:33

    


    
      “Many applaud the one who seeks

      first the kingdom but criticize the one

      for whom all things are added.”
Pastor Bill Johnson,

    


    
      Bethel Church, Redding, California
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      By Jack Taylor

    


    
      WARNING: Do not begin reading this book unless you are willing to be distracted from what you are doing or planning to do and be arrested by and riveted to some of the greatest, most outlandish stories you have ever read! Jay West is the real thing and is one of those unique ministers to whom God entrusts varying epiphanies or "God-happenings" as common fare.

    


    
      ANOTHER WARNING: The most daring, most graphic and most sensitive chapter is entitled, "Outmaneuvering the Manure". It may also be the most informative principle as well.

    


    
      So my advice to the reader as you help yourself to these pages is, "Proceed with caution!" Do not develop an offense with the manner in which truth is articulated so as to miss the truth that might set you free!

    


    
      Jack Taylor

    


    
      Dimensions Ministries Melbourne, Florida

    

  


  
    

  


  
    
      OPENING PRAYER

    


    
      By Barbara Crider (Ministry Intercessor)

    


    
      Dear Father,

    


    
      I come before Your holy presence In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ Your Son. I thank You that You are God and above You there is no other. I pray for all people who hold this book in their hands that you would tune in their eyes to see, minds to understand, and hearts to know Your truth revealed in these pages. May they walk in a greater yieldedness in their lives as they relinquish their rights to You. May You also bless them with a bountiful yield that comes from being Your child. I praise You for the freedom that comes to a heart yielded to the move of You, Holy Spirit. What unexplainable peace and joy awaits Your blessed ones.

    


    
      We love You, dear sweet Jesus, and we trust Your truth. It is our deepest desire to be more like You tomorrow than we are today. What a grand journey each opportunity to challenge us is to go deeper and press harder for the prize of Your high calling. We stand ready in anticipation for what You will do in and through us as You take the lead. It is in the mighty name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

    

  


  


  
    

  


  
    
      DEDICATIONS

    


    
      Samuel Lee and Sid Smith

    


    
      BO T H of these men have impacted my life with entirely different scopes of persuasion, yet each of them presented Jesus in specific ways that I acknowledge, admire, treasure, and cherish as being rich and valuable assets for all to glean and learn from.

    


    
      These two came from radically diverse backgrounds, in the face of opposing cultures, and walked in totally opposite lifestyles. Yet they each cultivated, promoted, and activated similar heavenly concepts and precepts that offered no disrespect, which ultimately changed other people’s lives forever. They were both the real deal, and my life is substantially better because of their spiritual eloquence and dedicated life-giving influence.

    


    
      If what they gave to me were to be auctioned off to the highest bidder, there would not be enough money, currency, or gold in the whole world to purchase these precious commodities. These are truly two great men of God.

    


    
      When we first began to attend Eagle’s Nest Worship Center in Omaha, there was a greeter who was always so friendly, and he and I soon became good friends. His name was Samuel Lee, but later he affectionately became known as Brother Lee. We could always count on a warm handshake or hug, a great smile, and a goofy joke, but his concern and love was genuine for everyone with whom he came in contact.

    


    
      He was a native Omaha resident, serving in the Navy before becoming an Omaha police officer, where he actually was the first Black motorcycle officer. On several occasions, he came over to our house to fellowship and join with our family in special gatherings.

    


    
      At his request, Brother Lee and I began to meet on certain afternoons to share and talk about the Bible. Even though he was almost thirty years older than me, he had a hunger to know more about God. One time, I challenged

    

  


  
    
      him to look beyond just greeting people and actually to offer to pray for anyone who looked a little down or discouraged. He came in the next week so excited because he had actually put that into practice that previous week and wanted to share how he had prayed for someone and how thankful that person was that he took that initiative. He was very authentic with his prayers when he met with me during these discipleship times.

    


    
      Brother Lee passed away on April 12, 2013. I miss him and will always remember his smile, his handshake, and the way he greeted me with the words, “Hello, Pastor. Where have you been traveling?” Brother Lee embodied yielding to God as well as to others that he met. His heartfelt smile, handshake, and friendly greeting would sincerely bless, honor, encourage, and bring cheer and joy to all he met.

    


    
      At the conclusion of the funeral service, our praise team sang a song called “The Keeper of the Door”1 that so depicts Brother Lee’s life and service to the Lord. I have included the words for all to read:

    


    
      I’d rather be a keeper of the door

    


    
      To know the power of Your presence, Lord

    


    
      To be able to gain entrance right into Your holy presence

    


    
      I’d rather be a keeper of the door

    


    
      One thing I ask, and I will seek

    


    
      To drink the water from Your living well My heart and flesh cry out, oh, God

    


    
      To know You in the place Your glory dwells

    


    
      I would let the door swing wide, inviting everyone to enter in Shine the light; show the way

    


    
      I am also dedicating this book to my wonderful, inspiring friend Sid Smith, but you will have to wait until chapter sixteen to read all of his accolades and to discover why Sid is worthy of this shared dedication. At that point, you will understand more fully why I selected Sid Smith as a part of this twofold dedication. But I will add that meeting Sid was one of those rare intersections in life when deep down you know that something significant just happened, and that the meeting of this person is going to change your

    

  


  
    
      autobiography. That is indeed what took place when I was introduced to Sid Smith.

    


    
      Now, let’s go to the field and begin the yield!
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      FOREWORD

    


    
      By Diane West

    


    
      WHEN Jay asked me if I would write the foreword to this book, my first response to him was, “Me? Really? Are you sure?” You see, I don’t see myself as much of a writer, so when he asked me, I was surprised. Yet, given our relationship as husband and wife, it also didn’t surprise me. I was honored to be asked but hesitant to do it. Nevertheless, I yielded to Jay’s request, mostly out of my love for him and our relationship with each other. I believe Jay had more faith and confidence in me than I did. That’s the same way it is with our Father in heaven. Sometimes, He asks us to do something that perhaps is not in an area that we consider being one of our strengths or in our comfort zone. Second Corinthians 12:9 says, “My power works best in your weakness” (NLT). We often think up reasons or excuses why we couldn’t or shouldn’t comply. Our response to God should be, “Yes, Lord, and help me where I am weak.”

    


    
      God’s desire is that we listen to the Holy Spirit’s promptings and then yield and obey Him willingly. We are the conduit through which God’s power flows. God can and will use us to bring salvation, healing, financial provision, and solutions to circumstances and situations that may appear hopeless or impossible. Even when we have fears and reservations about what God is asking us to do, we ought to yield to Him because of the love relationship we have with Him. We can trust Him because we know He is always with us, helping us every step of the way.

    


    
      In this book, you will find many personal testimonies about how Jay and other individuals were willing to yield to God’s requests. Had they not yielded to the Lord and obeyed Him, the outcomes would have been dramatically different. As it turned out, many people were touched by God,

    

  


  
    
      healed, encouraged, and grew in their faith and trust in Him. They experienced God’s love in a tangible way through a willing human vessel.

    


    
      My challenge to you as you read this book is to listen to what the Holy Spirit may be prompting you to do. Will you give Him all the reasons and excuses why you can’t or shouldn’t do it, or will you yield to Him out of your love for Him and then see how His power working best in your weakness can transform precious lives for His glory?

    


    
      By Jason West

    


    
      I have a confession to make: I don’t like to yield. Does anyone else agree with me? I mean, when I am driving, I can deal with a red, yellow, or green light because I know the anticipated outcome. I will either have to stop, slow down, or proceed. I can deal with a stop sign too, for I know that my turn to go will come quickly. But when I come to a yield sign, I just groan inside a bit because I see the cars crossing the road, and I know I will have to yield to them for an indefinite amount of time. When will it be my turn?

    


    
      Unfortunately, I have found this to be true of my spiritual life too. I sometimes find it difficult to yield to what God is doing, mainly because I have no idea how long this yielding process will take. I much prefer God’s simple, clear-cut directions of “stop,” “go,” or “slow down.” Those things I can do. However, when He says, “Just yield for a bit,” I have a hard time dealing with the waiting process. He never seems to ask me to yield when it is convenient for me. Why is that?

    


    
      I would imagine that many who are reading this book are just like me. You would much prefer a quick, simple answer from God, rather than a longer, complicated process. Yet, God has so much to teach us, and I believe a step toward learning to yield to Him can be taken simply by reading this book. Prepare to be challenged and stretched as you read. My father has tackled some prominent issues among believers today and has enhanced them with personal stories from his own experience. It is quite possible that through your reading you will repeatedly sense the need to yield to God as He brings course corrections to your life. Do not fear this—embrace it. For God desires to enlarge our capacity to yield to what He is doing so that we can be ready to obey Him at a moment’s notice and to do what He is telling us to do.

    


    
      Are you ready? Let the journey begin.

    

  


  
    

  


  
    
      INTRODUCTION

    


    
      WHILE checking out at a local Target store, before credit card scanners were available for the customers to use, my cashier that morning took my card and was trying to scan it with no success. I volunteered to try it, so she handed my card back to me. I leaned over the counter, ran the card through the slot, and it immediately registered and began the transaction.

    


    
      This lady, who was a middle-aged African American, smiled really big and said, “You must have the Midas touch.”

    


    
      I responded that I thought I did, and then added by saying, “No, I think I have the Target touch.”

    


    
      She smiled once again and said, “Yesssss!”

    


    
      Then I took courage. It was said of Paul in Acts 28:15 that he took courage. Many people are constantly praying for courage, and I am okay with that, but there are times we must simply take the courage, respond, and act. So I took courage and proclaimed, “You know what, I think I have the God touch!”

    


    
      To this, she responded, “I think you do have the God touch.” When she said that, her hand came up for an obvious high five, so I raised my hand up to meet hers, and just after our hands met, she spun around in the aisle. Well, I did not want to be outdone, so I spun around in the aisle too. White guys may not be able to jump, but we can spin (LOL)! At this point, everyone standing behind me in our checkout line backed their carts out and went to another cashier.

    


    
      But what ensued was that we then had a five-minute discussion about God, her church, and my church. We quoted Scripture verses to each other, and we just had a blast talking about the kingdom of God. As I was about to leave, she thanked me, stating that her morning had been tough and she was not looking forward to the rest of her day. But now after I had come

    

  


  
    
      through her line, God had cheered her up through our interaction and my transaction that led to an action point that God used to bless and encourage.

    


    
      This book you are embarking on is about yielding to the work of God in your life and mine. It is about supernatural times and opportunities when God directly intervenes and does something spectacular. But it is also about normal times like this one in Target when the circumstances are pointing in a direction, that if acted upon with courage can create a fantastic environment for the Holy Spirit to minister and change lives.

    


    
      In my first book, Downloads from Heaven, so many people commented that my teaching, stories, and sharing were as if I was in the room with them sharing dialog about my experiences with God. That is my goal with this book too. I am praying that you will experience God in new and challenging ways that will encourage you to look for avenues, doors, openings, and opportunities to yield to Him in ways that promote the kingdom of God wherever you find yourself.

    


    
      Like my first book, this is a fun and easy read. There will be some teaching and biblical references too, as I want you to see that the Bible is also proclaiming what I am sharing, but it won’t be very deep theologically. I once heard and memorized a phrase that a well-known Bible teacher stated, which goes like this: “It takes a good theologian to help you misunderstand the Bible.” This statement is explained in greater detail in Chapter 16.

    


    
      Now, I certainly appreciate good theology and look for it in others to whom I listen, whether in person, on Christian television or YouTube, etc., but I also value good theophany. Theology helps us understand God through His word, but theophany helps us to understand God through experience and His appearance. Wikipedia quotes, “Theophany, from the Ancient Greek (ἡ) Oåo4EIIvåta (theophaneia, meaning ‘appearance of God’)... . The term theophany has acquired a specific usage for Christians and Jews with respect to the Bible: It refers to the manifestation of God to man; the sensible sign by which the presence of God is revealed.”2

    


    
      I often ask people, “Where did Jesus do His ministry, including the miraculous?” I get all sorts of answers, but if we boil it down, He did those things in His body. And He is still doing those things today in His body. What is His body? It is made up of all who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. I am a part of His body, and I am appearing with Him daily with many other people, whether at home, church, or in the marketplace.

    

  


  
    
      I am His body in action, demonstrating His love and encouragement, or releasing His gifts to others as they experience God in His appearance. But I am also stressing good theology and study of the Word of God as a biblical verification of what He is doing.

    


    
      Several years ago, a church in the greater Omaha area gave its Easter Celebration the provocative title “Jesus, Live and in Person.” My God is alive today and is living in me and around me, and I have communication with Him, just like I do with any of the rest of my friends. I can talk to them, and they talk to me. I can talk to God and He talks to me. Jesus says in John 10:27 that His sheep know His voice, they hear Him, and they follow Him. We follow God by listening, responding, and yielding to His voice.

    


    
      My beliefs in God must be worked out in my own life so that when the opportunity strikes, whether at Target, the mall, the post office, at church, or on an airplane, I will be ready and willing to yield to what God is doing. Jesus said in John 5:19 that He only did what the Father was doing. To me that is the key and is the founding premise of my book, Downloads from Heaven. I will share more about this later, but for now, let’s pray.

    


    
      Dear Jesus,

    


    
      I want to know You. I want to know Your Word and have a good theological perspective. But simultaneously I want to have a good theophany perspective that includes experiencing You wherever You might be appearing. I know that You are “live and in person.” I recognize that since You live in me, I carry You with me, and You may just want to make an appearance at any time, including while I am checking out at Target. I pray that I will take courage, listen, speak up as I hear You speaking, and then respond as I see You responding. I simply ask that You use me to advance Your kingdom this day. I anticipate that before I get done with this book, I too will have many testimonies to share with others of how You used me to touch and make a difference in the lives of others, while promoting the kingdom and doing life together. I thank You by speaking the name of Jesus. Amen!

    

  


  


  
    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER ONE

    


    
      DISCOVERING THE POWER

    


    
      A few years ago in 2008, I was invited to be a presenter at the International Lutheran Renewal Conference at North Heights Lutheran Church in the Minneapolis area. This was a great honor, since this conference has been in existence for many years and thousands of people attend each year. At the time of the invitation, Paul Anderson was the primary leader of this ministry, and before him it was Larry Christiansen. Paul asked me to speak and to come up with a catchy title that might attract folks to experience the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.

    


    
      My presentation title was, “Fresh Manna, Fresh Manifestation,” and I was given about ninety minutes to share my topic. As I awoke the morning of the day of the presentation, I was praying in bed, and I received two downloads from heaven regarding ministry that would happen. The Lord spoke to me and said that at some point in the middle of the presentation, I would stop and pray for eye problems, specifically those who battle floaters, shooting stars, and spots in their eyes.

    


    
      One of the surprises to me was that nearly 1000 people showed up for my session. That was incredible. My presentation was videoed on the giant screens to the side of me, and while I am tall at 6’ 7”, I was a giant on those screens for sure.

    


    
      Anyway, when I offered this prayer for eyes in the middle of the presentation, over fifty people got healed of visual problems in less than three minutes. This is verified on the CD and that you can order from me on the products page in the back of this book. I simply prayed twice from the front, never laying hands on anyone or specifically naming or praying for any of the eye problems. Those who needed prayer just stood up across the worship

    

  


  
    
      center. I prayed two times, checking in-between the two prayers to see how people were doing.

    


    
      Years later, I learned from Kris Kildosher, who works in the healing rooms at Bethel Church in Redding, California, that there is a miracle when you check. I had been doing this for years myself, but had not used the phrase “there is a miracle when you check.” At the time, I would have people raise their hands if they were experiencing significant healing. Now I have since learned from Randy Clark and Global Awakening to have people wave their hands over their heads if they are experiencing healing of 75% or higher. This works well, as it builds faith and releases encouragement in the room for those still waiting to be touched by the Holy Spirit.

    


    
      One lady who was a leader in her church later shared that as a teenager she had injured her eye in some way and that for over forty years there was a kind of diagonal zigzag shadow in her eye. As I prayed, this totally disappeared. Every time she saw me during the conference she would exclaim that it was still gone and that she could see great. This is amazing. I give God all of the praise and honor for these miracles and many others that you will read about. But if I had not yielded to those instructions, the outcome might have been significantly different, as Diane West wrote in her foreword. To stop in the middle of a presentation when prompted by God and to pray for these specific needs really stretched me that day too.

    


    
      The second download that morning was that the Lord instructed me to have people come forward at the end of the presentation who had never experienced a personal touch from the Holy Spirit in prayer. I honestly felt like maybe thirty or forty people might come forward, but over three hundred people came forward. As you read the rest of this chapter, you will discover what happened through the experiences of a retired couple who came to the conference for the very first time. These two classically-trained musicians whose main diet of worship music consisted of 16th- and 17th-century Lutheran chorale tunes were about to encounter the kingdom of God in a whole new way. After you read their firsthand account as a precursor, I will later share more about this in Chapter 13.

    


    
      Before I get to that story, let’s discover what the word yield actually means. The definition of the word yield really has two distinct themes.

    

  


  
    
      First, there is the idea of giving the right of way to another, or to be flexible, resilient and stretchy. Within those thoughts are more direct phrases of actual giving up and surrendering. There are several connotations that accompany this definition including relaxed, easy, gentle and mild.

    


    
      Can you see the influence of the Holy Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit in those words? The Holy Spirit will prompt us just as I shared above about the healing of the eyes, and our response in yielding at the appointed time will surely make a difference in the lives of others and also release kingdom power and authority into the situation.

    


    
      The second and often less-thought-of explanation or meaning of the word yield is that of a farming term used to describe the size, proportion, and harvesting of a certain crop. The yield then becomes a quality or commodity of the product itself. What is actually produced is often referred to as the “crop” or the yield.

    


    
      Every farmer knows that the yield does not just consist of the harvest of the crop, but also must include seed to plant for the next year. I will share in Chapter 15 how important this seed is to bringing an even greater yield, but please understand that in order to walk in the fullness of the things of God and progress from strength to strength, faith to faith, and glory to glory, we must value the yield. The pictures on the front and back covers of this book reveal both concepts of yielding that I have now shared with you.

    


    
      As I am writing this chapter, I am also having some discussion with a friend on Facebook, and she wrote the slang “duh.” I countered with “Divine Unction Here.” In a sense, that is what yielding is about. As we give the right of way to the Lord, He then brings a yield or harvest back to our lives, in a divine unction here with us now. Yet it is more than just for us, but rather to impart truth and expand the kingdom of God so that others can also experience Jesus in a significant, impactful, and personal way.

    


    
      Now, let’s get to that narrative from my friends Diane and Harris who attended the conference. Here is some background information about them that you will be interested in for sure, as it clarifies and verifies that these are seasoned folks with advanced degrees and wonderful talents who were literally touched by God in significant ways.

    

  


  
    
      Diane graduated from the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music with a Masters Degree in Violin Performance and Chamber Music. She was hired to the faculty of the University of Wisconsin in Superior in 1966, where she taught violin, chamber music, music theory and ear-training, and conducted the University Orchestra. In addition to her teaching duties at UWS, she won the chair of Concertmaster of the Duluth-Superior Symphony—a position she held for thirty-seven years. (They’ve been told that it’s a world record for a woman.)

    


    
      Harris graduated from the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis with a Masters Degree in Choral-Vocal Music Education. After eleven years of public school teaching, he joined the faculty of UW-Superior, where he directed the choral program, gave voice lessons, and taught choral music methods and music fundamentals with methodology to classroom teachers. In addition, for a number of years he conducted the Duluth-Superior Symphony Chorus and Opera Chorus.

    


    
      As you read the following chronicle of my two friends Harris and Diane, who were long-time traditional Lutherans, see if you can begin to identify the two yielding definitions in their report. The story is fun and humorous, written in their own style and way, and I am confident you will enjoy it. This verbal recital will then launch us into our study of what it means to be willing to yield to God and what the benefits are for those who actually respond in that realm and way. Now, here is Harris’s account of their experience.

    


    
      Our lives have been changed. I was baptized, confirmed, and was a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod all of my life. I have sung in or directed church choirs for sixty-five years. We attended church regularly because that is what we did. My wife Diane was baptized, received first communion, and was confirmed in the Catholic Church. She went to confession and attended church regularly because that is what they did. Then one day in August of 2008, we both received a touch of the Holy Spirit, and from that day, that moment, our lives were changed.

    


    
      The accompanying testimonies are some of the highlights of our journey. We are not special people. We share them with you because the

    

  


  
    
      evangelists and pastors we’ve met along the way and who have become part of our lives told us to give our testimonies, not for ourselves, but for the sake of the Gospel and the Glory of God. In that spirit, we share them with you in the hope that you, like we, come to know that THERE IS MORE.

    


    
      It all began in the summer of 2008 when I was in the process of downsizing. I was sorting through and arranging by subject matter a large number of paperback books I had collected over many decades. One particular paperback caught my eye and piqued my interest: Healing by Francis MacNutt, a former Roman Catholic priest. Francis was married to a Southern Baptist lady named Judith whom he had met in Jerusalem.

    


    
      As I browsed through the book, I was astounded by his testimony of receiving a baptism in the Holy Spirit and a subsequent healing ministry. I called to Diane, who was working at the computer, to tell her of this amazing book. She said she would “Google” his name to see if he was still active in the ministry.

    


    
      To our surprise and delight, we learned the MacNutts have a School of Healing Ministry in Jacksonville, Florida, and Judith was appearing as a guest speaker at a Lutheran Renewal Conference on the Holy Spirit at North Heights Lutheran Church in Arden Hills, Minnesota. We “Googled” the conference and learned that it was to be held Wednesday through Saturday, the first week in August. We enrolled with great anticipation, not knowing what to expect.

    


    
      We arrived in Arden Hills late afternoon on Wednesday, checked into our motel, ate a light dinner, and arrived at North Heights Lutheran Church in time to register before the first session that evening.

    


    
      As we walked into the 2000-seat sanctuary we were stunned at what we heard and saw: an incredibly loud rock band playing unknown-to-us praise songs for a packed house of worshippers who were standing with arms raised, singing at the tops of their voices. A number of worshippers were also running throughout the sanctuary waving banners, and a few were even dancing exuberantly before the altar of the Lord.

    

  


  
    
      Stunned is an understatement! We collapsed on two vacant chairs at the very rear of the sanctuary, gawked in awe and disbelief, turned to each other and asked, “What in the world have we gotten ourselves into?” This is not for us: two classically-trained musicians whose main diet of worship music consists of 16th- and 17th-century Lutheran chorale tunes. After considerable discussion, we decided that since we had paid our nonrefundable registration fees and for our lunch tickets, we would stay to hear the speakers and witness their ministering.


      Thursday morning the guest speaker was Jay West, a former Missouri-Synod Lutheran school principal and evangelist who worked a great deal with adults and young people. At the conclusion of his talk, Jay asked how many in the audience had never experienced the presence— “received a touch”—of the Holy Spirit. Several hundred people raised their hands (including us). He then invited all who would like to have that experience to come forward and line up along the front of the sanctuary.

    


    
      Over three hundred people went forward—along the front, the side aisles, middle aisles, and along the back, actually spilling out into the foyer of this extraordinarily large worship center auditorium. I turned to Diane and asked in as skeptical of a tone of voice as I could muster, “Do you want to go forward?” Her immediate response was, “Sure!” So, forward we went, with attitudes probably as opposite as you could imagine, finding room along the right front of the sanctuary. Jay then arranged for a “catcher” to stand behind each person in the event one of the persons for whom prayer was offered would “fall in the Spirit.”

    


    
      Jay began by telling us not to pray but to close our eyes and just focus on Jesus. I was not even sure how to do that, so I closed my eyes and just kept repeating in my mind, “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus.” We then heard Jay offer a simple prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to make His presence known. It went something like this: “Come, Holy Spirit. Make your presence known to these your people who are hungry to experience you. Come, Holy Spirit, touch them with the power of Your love and light.” The next thing I heard Jay say was, “There goes one.” Someone had fallen in the powerful loving presence of the Holy Spirit. I squinted

    

  


  
    
      my eyes to take a peek. IT WAS DIANE!! She was on her back on the floor with her arms raised heavenward! As she tells it:

    


    
      It was a very strange sensation: It seemed I fell because I couldn’t stand. I fell backward as gently as a feather; I was hardly aware of my “catcher” guiding me to the floor. I lay on my back, arms extended heavenward, feeling nothing but inexpressible peace.

    


    
      At one point I lowered my arms to my sides only to have them go right back heavenward. As time went on, I was aware of others who subsequently fell in the Spirit, laughing, weeping, or speaking in tongues, but was totally unaware of what transpired with Harris. He told me that I later lowered my arms to the floor in the shape of a cross and that my face glowed.

    


    
      Others then began to fall in the Spirit. I was standing there thinking, “This is what I get for being so skeptical; I’m going to be the only one left standing! Jesus, help me!” Within a matter of seconds I felt an incredible heat in my chest and “something” being lifted out. Then the heat returned to the top of my head and descended slowly through my entire body to the very tip of my toes . . . and over I went! The little lady who was my “catcher” had no difficulty in guiding me gently to the floor. I lay there with arms raised toward heaven, immersed in total peace: truly, “the peace that passes all understanding.” There are no other words. As I lay there, I too was completely aware of all that was going on in the sanctuary: some people who had fallen in the Spirit were laughing in the joy of the Lord, others were weeping, and others were speaking in tongues. After a several minutes I thought, “I really don’t have to have my arms raised like this.” I brought them down to my sides from where they immediately shot back up! That was a surprise; I was amazed! After some time, however, I did bring them to my sides. Big mistake!

    


    
      As I lay quietly, eyes closed, soaking in this incredible experience, I suddenly felt a heavy pressure on my chest and the lower part of my face. I opened my eyes in alarm to see an enormous blue bottom settling down on me. The very large lady to my right had fallen in the Spirit and her little “catcher” couldn’t handle her. She sat right on me! Immediately two men from the congregation rushed to lift her off of me and guide

    

  


  
    
      her to a seat in the auditorium where she began to laugh hysterically in the Spirit. The experience of peace left with that lady, so I decided to sit on the floor, give thanks to the Holy Spirit for experiencing His presence, and contemplate the “sitting”: whether it was Satan’s attempt to give lie to the experience or the Holy Spirit saying, “Harris, lighten up!” I concluded it was the Holy Spirit.

    


    
      As I continued to sit, observing other manifestations and keeping watch over Diane, I could not help but notice the beatific expression of peace on her face. After several more minutes she slowly lowered her arms to the floor in the form of a cross. I thanked God for His unfathomable love, for Diane, and for this incredible experience. Several minutes later I helped Diane to her feet and we returned to our seats soaking in the presence and wonder of the Holy Spirit. I did stop by the “big lady” to ask her, “Did you sit on me?” to which she loudly squealed, “YES!” as she continued to laugh loudly in the joy of the Lord.

    


    
      Another amazing aspect of this touch of the Holy Spirit was that for two or three weeks after we returned home, we just marinated in indescribable joy. When I went for my daily walk/jog, I could not keep from singing to myself. All of nature seemed so vibrantly alive, as did we. Diane commented on how vivid the colors were of sky and earth as she took her daily walks. Also, for both of us, how alive the Holy Scripture became: not mere words, but a living text that touched our hearts and minds. Glory to God!

    


    
      Additionally, after two weeks—as I was walking—it came to my mind that I had not used the Albuterol inhaler for my asthma, that I had experienced no tightness in my bronchial area since the conference. I then knew that when I had experienced the incredible heat in my chest and “something” being lifted out, God had healed me of forty-five years of asthma! I was awestruck! I didn’t know how to process that! Thank you, Jesus! Then the words of Isaiah 40:5 in the King James Version—the text of the first chorus of Handel’s Messiah—came to mind, and has remained:

    


    
      And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together:

    


    
      For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.
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      One of the foundational verses of this book is Isaiah 1:19, which says, “If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land.” As you read the testimony of Harris and Diane, can you identify a “good of the land” result? Can you recall a time when you yielded to God and you were surprised at how it all turned out? Write down that remembrance either here at the end of this chapter or in a journal. Then pray, asking God to help you to yield quicker and faster the next time He calls on you to do something. Anticipate the good of the land surprises in your life because God just loves to bless, encourage, and demonstrate His love toward you. Now say out loud, “I am on a new journey that requires me to yield to God.”

    


    
      Finally, what did you like best about the history and testimony of Harris and Diane and why? Write down your thoughts as a remembrance to how God worked in their lives so you can be encouraged that He will also work in your life too.

    

  


  


  
    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER TWO

    


    
      STUDY TIME: PART 1

    


    
      LET me briefly remind you in a capsule form of the definitions of the word yield. One definition is to give the right of way to someone, to be flexible and resilient, including giving up and surrendering. Another definition of the word yield is a farming term used to describe the size of a crop. But I want to add one more definition in the mix, and that is “to do or to make.” Say that out loud: “To do or to make.”

    


    
      Let’s read the initial biblical text from James 3:13–18:

    


    
      Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

    


    
      I am not going to spend a lot of time dissecting this section of Scripture, but I want you to see the context by which the phrase “willing to yield” is used. It is within the framework of wisdom and being wise. A person who yields is someone who uses wisdom in a confident yet meek way that promotes the kingdom of God without hypocrisy. Our goal is to be authentic Christians. Let me say it this way: Our goal is to be authentic believers in Jesus and followers of Jesus, without religious overtones. We definitely don’t need more religion, but we do need more of Jesus. Would you agree?
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