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Trinity turned into greater prescient than he probably found
out, however then again, both Trinity and Luanne had regarded that
Maggie had another appointment with Dr. Brodigan scheduled on
December 10. And sure sufficient, at that appointment, Dr. Brodigan
had urged Maggie to attention on her quality of lifestyles. 

Now it changed into December 18. More than per week had passed
after that lousy day and Maggie nonetheless felt nearly numb. Nor
had she advised every person about her analysis. Her mother and
father had continually believed that in the event that they prayed
long enough, God might somehow heal her, and telling them the
reality might take greater energy than she could summon. Same thing
in a unique manner along with her sister; long story short, she
didn’t have the power. Mark had texted a couple of times to check
in on her, however saying anything about her state of affairs thru
text struck her as absurd and he or she hadn’t been equipped to
face anyone just then. As for Luanne or even Trinity, she decided
to name them, but what would be the result? Luanne deserved to
enjoy the time she was spending with her family without hearing
about Maggie, and Trinity had his own life, too. Besides, there was
nothing that either of them could in reality do. 

    Instead, dazed through her new fact, she’d
spent much of the final eight days both in her condominium and on
quick, slow walks through her community. Sometimes she truly stared
out...

 



To be continued...
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Introduction

        
1996 was the year that
changed everything for Maggie Dawes. Sent away at sixteen to live
with an aunt she barely knew in Ocracoke, a remote village on North
Carolina’s Outer Banks, she could think only of the friends and
family she left behind…until she meets Bryce Trickett, one of the
few teenagers on the island. Handsome, genuine, and newly admitted
to West Point, Bryce gradually shows her how much there is to love
about the wind-swept beach town—and introduces her to photography,
a passion that will define the rest of her life.

        
 

        
By 2019, Maggie is a renowned travel
photographer. She splits her time between running a successful
gallery in New York and photographing remote locations around the
world. But this year she is unexpectedly grounded over Christmas,
struggling to come to terms with a sobering medical diagnosis.
Increasingly dependent on a young assistant, she finds herself
becoming close to him.

        
 

        
As they count down the last days of the season
together, she begins to tell him the story of another Christmas,
decades earlier—and the love that set her on a course she never
could have imagined.

        
’Tis the Season

        
Trinity turned into greater prescient than he
probably found out, however then again, both Trinity and Luanne had
regarded that Maggie had another appointment with Dr. Brodigan
scheduled on December 10. And sure sufficient, at that appointment,
Dr. Brodigan had urged Maggie to attention on her quality of
lifestyles. 

        
Now it changed into December 18. More than per
week had passed after that lousy day and Maggie nonetheless felt
nearly numb. Nor had she advised every person about her analysis.
Her mother and father had continually believed that in the event
that they prayed long enough, God might somehow heal her, and
telling them the reality might take greater energy than she could
summon. Same thing in a unique manner along with her sister; long
story short, she didn’t have the power. Mark had texted a couple of
times to check in on her, however saying anything about her state
of affairs thru text struck her as absurd and he or she hadn’t been
equipped to face anyone just then. As for Luanne or even Trinity,
she decided to name them, but what would be the result? Luanne
deserved to enjoy the time she was spending with her family without
hearing about Maggie, and Trinity had his own life, too. Besides,
there was nothing that either of them could in reality do. 

        
Instead, dazed through her new fact, she’d
spent much of the final eight days both in her condominium and on
quick, slow walks through her community. Sometimes she truly stared
out the window, absently fondling the small pendant on the necklace
she always wore; different times, she people-watched. When she’d
first moved to New York, she had been enthralled by the ceaseless
activity around her, seeing people dashing down into the subway or
peering up into business towers in the dark with the knowledge that
people were still at their desks. Following the frenzied moves of
pedestrians under her window reminded her of early maturity in the
town and the younger, healthier woman she once was. It felt like an
entire life had been in view then; it additionally felt as although
the years had passed in the blink of an eye, and her incapability
to understand that contradiction made her more self-reflective than
most. Time, she thought, could continually be elusive. 

        
She hadn’t expected the impressive—deep down,
she’d known a cure turned into a question—however wouldn’t it have
been amazing to find that the chemotherapy had slowed the cancer a
touch and bought her a year or two more? Or that a few experimental
medicines had emerged as available? Would that have been a lot to
ask? To be given one last intermission before the final act
started? 
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