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  Introduction




   




  Do not 'buy a bonsai'. That is a poor way to begin this remarkable hobby and usually doomed to failure. Bonsai is not about 'owning' bonsai plants, but rather the satisfaction of taking care of them and specifically developing them.




  One finds out the essentials of bonsai best by creating them, even your first one. Without these basics, it is unreasonable to expect that somebody could keep one alive, let alone maintaining it as art. There is likewise the cost aspect. Any 'real' bonsai will take at least five years of advancement to be persuading. To get such a bonsai would cost several hundred dollars. Of course you can find 'shopping center bonsai' everywhere, even supermarket. These are junk, they are not bonsai. A 2 year old juniper cutting plunked unceremoniously into a bonsai pot is not bonsai. It is the care and training that makes bonsai; these plants have none.




   




  If this seems daunting, well, it is. It takes years to find out most bonsai skills, well, 2 years to find out the basics anyhow. Styling skills are discovered over a life time. Well then, how do you begin? First and foremost read as much as you can find about bonsai. My internet site is an excellent start, there are many others. Join the Internet Bonsai Club. The instructions go to Links. Following appearance at as many bonsai as you can, even if just pictures. Many images are readily available online, examine them seriously. Try to determine simply what it is that you like about them. Till you can envision bonsai, you will not be able to produce one. But you can start by copying and following the Rules. Get a book or two, first an easy book, like Sunset's "Bonsai", then a great book like John Naka's "Bonsai Techniques I".
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