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1 The Trouble with Siblings
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Spenser stared at the clock on the wall, willing it to be 3:15. He couldn’t wait to go home and try out his wishing stone again. He had only gotten to use it once since receiving it, and he was aching to try it again. 

A week ago, Spenser had come across a mysterious stranger on his way home from school. The man, after hearing that Spenser didn’t like to read, had offered him a white stone. The man had said that magical things would happen when Spenser held the stone while reading.

Spenser hadn’t believed the mysterious stranger at first, but then Spenser had held the stone and wished to meet Arco, the character in the book he had been reading, and had been transported back to dinosaur time, where he got to see a T-rex up close. That had been amazing.

Since then, he had been begging his mother to take him back to the library to get another book. Finally, yesterday, she had agreed, and at home on his bed right now was Merlin and the Dragon. Spenser loved magic and dragons, so he was excited not only to read this book but to visit Merlin himself. 

The bell finally rang and Spenser bounded out of his seat. He slung his backpack over his shoulders and headed for the door.

“Hey, you want to ride bikes?” his friend Zane asked.

Spenser was torn. He did want to ride bikes and he had just gotten a new bike for Christmas, but he really wanted to try the  stone again. It was in his pocket right now, and his fingers itched to touch it.

“I can’t tonight, but do you want to ride tomorrow?”

Zane’s face grew sad for a moment before lighting up at the prospect of a meeting tomorrow. “Sure, that will be fun.”

Spenser waved goodbye and started towards home. He didn’t live very far, so he walked to and from school. The path went through a little park and kept him away from the streets. Every day, he kept his eyes peeled for the mysterious stranger. He hadn’t seen him again, but he hoped to. For one, he wanted to thank the man for the magical rock, but he also wanted to see if the man had any other magical items. 

There was no luck today, either. He did not spot the man on his walk home. 

Spenser opened the green front door of his house and called out to his mother. “Mom, I’m home.”

“In the kitchen, honey,” came her reply. 

He tossed his backpack by the door and headed that way, but before he had even rounded the corner, Kayleigh appeared, hugging his legs. 

“Brudder,” she said, smiling up at him.

“Hi, Kayleigh. Did you have a fun day today?”

“Yesh,” she said, her little blond head nodding up and down. 

When she finally released his leg, he continued into the kitchen. His mother sat at the table with Jackson, showing him how to write the letter D.

“Spenser, look,” Jackson said, holding up his picture. “D is for dragon.” Jackson was just as fascinated by dragons as Spenser was.

“It’s nice,” Spenser said. His hand patted his pocket. How much longer would he have to stay down here before he could sneak up to his room?

“Do you have homework, Spenser?” his mother asked.
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