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PREFAZIONE


In this brief study Dr Randazzo carefully analysed three concepts (gentleness, perseverance, and simplicity) present in the works of the Apostolic Fathers, which are important primarily from an ethical point of view. In her opinion the role of these virtues in the everyday life of early Christian communities – which were held in high esteem by the earliest Christian writers – have not been analysed yet profoundly enough by modern scholarship. As she usually does, Dr Randazzo carefully examines several passages from the works of Clement of Rome, Ps.-Clement, Ignace of Antioch, Polycarp of Smyrna, and Hermas, but her research extends also to the Didache, the so-called Letter to Diognetus, and the Letter of Barnabas. These three moral qualities are very much in the heart of Christ’s message, present in a prominent way in the Sermon on the Mount, but their importance was not obvious either for those converted to Christianity from Judaism, or for the Christians of pagan origin. However, these virtues were crucial in the life of the church in the second century, because without them the small Christian communities probably would not have survived in a hostile environment.
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