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  Preface




  In no case do you get one answer which is universally accepted because it is true: in each case you get a number of totally incompatible answers, one of which is finally adopted as the result of a physical struggle. History is written by the winners.




  (George Orwell, “As I Please”,




  4 February 1944)




  




  




  J.R.R. Tolkien has frequently been accused of racist attitudes. Some critics have argued that in “The Lord of the Rings” and related books much fuss is made about bloodline, “mingling” and “dwindling”, “High Men” and “lesser men”, tall white men with grey eyes on the good side and dark, “swarthy” or “black” men on the evil side. Not to mention the author's ghastly comment about orcs looking like the 'most repulsive Mongol-type'.




  But Tolkien was of course well aware of the consequences of racial politics, having passed through both World Wars, and there is much evidence in his texts that the ethnic concepts even of the “good” Men of Middle-earth often led to ill consequences. Well-known examples are how the Dúnedain fight the Kin-strife over their idea of racial purity on the throne of Gondor or how the Númenóreans rout the inhabitants along the river Gwathló for no other reason than that the locals oppose large-scale ecological destruction.




  But there is much more about the darker side of politics in Middle-earth to be discovered in the texts. What would the history of Arda look like if it was written by those who lost? By those minor Mannish peoples whom written history passed over, dismissing them as wild and cowardly barbarians and as enemies without sense or reason?




  “The Lord of the Rings”, “The Silmarillion” and the books that followed tell us much about the epic fight of the Elves and their human allies - the Edain, the Númenoreans, the Dúnedain and the Men of Rohan - against the Dark Lords and their subjects. But we hear little about how the lesser peoples perceived this struggle - those Mannish folks who sometimes just dwelt on the wrong side of the border or wisely tried to stay out of the conflicts of their lifetime. Their story was never compiled and only shows up in short references, spread over many different source texts.




  Yet it is worth to do these peoples justice and to extract what can be found of their lost history from the available material. Vol. 1 of “Middle-earth seen by the barbarians” discusses the history of the indigenous peoples in Eriador and Gondor - the Middle Men - from their wanderings in the early First Age to the War of the Ring; two separate essays discuss the hitherto uncompiled history of Dorwinion and the mysterious Forodwaith in the far north of Middle-earth. Vol. 2 will tell about the Men of Darkness in the east and south, as well as about the history of the third Realm in Exile – the lordship of Umbar.




  “Middle-earth seen by the barbarians” developed from a series of online essays that I published on “Lalaith's Middle-earth science pages”. For this ebook version I updated the contents and added images and illustrations, and I revised the structure of the chapters so that you may comfortably immerse into some lesser known aspects of the complex and diversified history of Man in Middle-earth.




  I will assume that you are familiar with the main corpus of the stories of Middle-earth: “The Lord of the Rings”, “The Silmarillion” and “Unfinished Tales”; some additional material is found in “The Peoples of Middle-earth”. Quotes from these and other sources are set in a different colour for clarity and referenced with abbreviations that indicate the title of the source text, for some books, the chapter is also given. For example, LP refers to “The Languages and Peoples of the Third Age”, otherwise known as Appendix F of “The Lord of the Rings”.
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