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  In Memoriam


  


  MAUREEN


  


  Mum
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  Llyn Clywedog in the sun


  Who was to know it would soon be done


  The race of life would soon be run


  No more laughter, no more fun


  


  


  


  Passed Into Glory Tuesday 29th April 2014
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  Editorial


  


  Welcome to a special bumper issue of Innovate E-Magazine, dedicated to my Mum, who passed away on April 29th of pancreatic cancer, only 2 months after being diagnosed.


  


  I would like to thank every contributor for the fantastic response to my appeal to fill this tribute issue with more than usual, and many things different than usual.


  


  I would especially to like to thank Ceri Richardson for contributing the Guest Feature on support available for those growing up LGBT, and John G Hemry for a fantastic detailed and very interesting author interview.


  


  50% of all profits from the sale of Inno #4 are going to be donated to the Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund, and it could be more. We will reserve funds to keep the website going and to look at purchasing print copies of this issue, but beyond those any additional revenues will be dedicated to http://www.pcrf.org.uk/


  


  Thank You once again to Sarah Quinn, alternative model for providing us with a photo shoot from her portfolio and to Louise Fletcher for a detailed Artist Feature and beautiful pictures of the cows.


  


  We have a full and detailed interview with Derek Roberts, London-based artist whose work has been used in numerous book covers.


  


  Gia Volterra de Saulnier’s book ‘Journey To Jazzland’ is featured in detail, a beautifully-illustrated work designed to inspire in children a love of music.


  


  Featured poet is Laura Cracknell, from Cambridge, an up and coming star. Short stories, or story excerpts include work by Eric J. Gates, Alex Shalenko and Chris Nuttall.


  


  Thank You to all our contributors, and thank you to you, our purchasers.


  


  Grey Wolf, Editor of Innovate


  4th issue : April/May2014


  


  


  Any errors or omissions are solely the responsibility of the Editor.


  The Innovate Team


  Alec Hawkes


  


  Alec Hawkes. 52 year old Englishman with no formal training, but a lively mind; a keen sense of humour, a biting wit, and an inbuilt bullshit detector.


  


  Written two books so far, working on the third.


  


  Elizabeth Audrey Mills


  


  Liz Mills is author of two full-length adult novels: 'A Song For Joey' and 'Natalie Tereshchenko, Lady In Waiting' (with a sequel in hand), and the 'Tapestry Capricorn' science-fiction series for young teens.


  


  www.itsliz.net


  


  Grey Wolf


  


  Grey Wolf is an author primarily in the genres of Alternate History and Science Fiction, as well as being a poet. He has been writing for three decades but only recently got into the world of e-book publishing. His work can be found on the following websites :-


  


  www.alternate-history-fiction.com


  www.greywolfauthor.com


  


  K D Rose


  


  K.D. Rose is an author and poet who has been published in Candlelit Journal, the Voices Project, and showcased in the Tophat Raven Art and Literary Magazine. KD has three books of poetry on Amazon: "Heavy Bags of Soul", "Inside Sorrow" and “I AM (Poetry in Motion)” and recently published "Erasing: Shadows", a new adult/paranormal as an author for Lycaon Press.


  


  Website: http://kdroseworld.com


  


  Mark Fleming


  


  Mark Fleming began his career in the film industry, editing, creating special effects and directing. Since 2006, Mark has published four books, including The Call of the Siren. Mark’s website can be found at www.rumblebook.co.uk


  


  Swaroop Acharjee


  Swaroop Acharjee is an Indian poet/Author from India in the state of Kolkata in West Bengal. Full-time he is a student of Information Technology at the RCC Institute of Information Technology.



  The Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund


  


  50% of all proceeds are being donated to the Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund.


  


  From the PCRF website:-


  


  Forty years ago, 3% of people diagnosed with Pancreatic Cancer lived for five years or more. Today, that figure is still 3%.


  Nearly 9,000 people each year are diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in the UK.


  In the past, the attention given to this disease has been minimal.


  Now, there are more voices – the voices of patients, the bereaved and researchers – talking about pancreatic cancer and the research needed to defeat it.


  


  Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund


  P O Box 47432


  LONDON


  N21 1XP


  Tel: 020 8360 1119


  Email: info@pcrf.org.uk


  Registered charity No. 1103253


  www.pcrf.org.uk
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  Advert by Titan Publishing House
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  Artwork by Swaroop Acharjee
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  Guest Feature – Growing Up in LGBT
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  Growing up can be confusing at the best of times; between the physical body changes and the surge of hormones, even the most resilient child can find adolescence difficult. Now add to that the feelings that you might be attracted to someone of the same sex, or even both sexes, and not really knowing whether this is a phase or if you might be lesbian, gay or bisexual.


  


  What if, as you grow up you realise that you identify more with the opposite sex - you are a boy but long to be able to wear a pretty party dress or a girl who is happier on a BMX that playing with Barbie dolls? Does that mean you’re transgender, or that your gender expression is more closely aligned with the opposite sex?


  


  What if you didn’t know about all the different sexualities, gender identities and expressions? You might think that you are the only one to feel like this and that you were losing your mind.


  


  Coming to terms with one’s sexuality and/or gender is the first step in an ongoing process for someone who is lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender. Once you come to terms with your own issues, you then face the further problems attached to coming out to your family and friends, your classmates, your work colleagues… the list is never-ending. And then, if you change schools, change jobs, change your social circle, or move to a different area; you face the prospect of coming out all over again


  


  Who should you tell about your sexuality or your gender reassignment? Are you legally bound to tell anyone? What if someone asks you and you haven’t said anything? So many questions. These are just a few of the issues that someone may face when trying to come to terms with their sexuality and gender.


  


  The LGBT Cymru Helpline is a Freephone service that offers advice, guidance and support between the hours of 7PM and 9PM on a Monday and Wednesday evening. We offer one-to-one counselling locally in Swansea, but are also able to provide telephone and Skype counselling if you are unable to travel. We also provide support for parents, partners, families and friends. If you are in need of support just give us a call. Outside these hours there is a 24 hour answer-phone service and, wherever possible, we will contact you the next working day.


  


  Although our society has changed dramatically over the last couple of years, with first civil partnerships and now equal marriage being recognised, there is still a long way to go before true equality will exist. Thankfully the City & County of Swansea is at the forefront of the fight for equality; with the Swansea Bay LGBT Forum consisting of over 36 partner organisations all with the common goal of making life better for those who identify under the LGBT Rainbow.


  


  In September 2013, a pilot LGBT Youth Group was launched with funding from City & County of Swansea and is run in partnership between LGBT Cymru Helpline and Swansea YMCA. It runs on a Thursday evening between 6PM and 8PM, and provides a safe space for young adults between the ages of 13 and 25 to meet and be comfortable in their own skin. There are youth workers and qualified staff on hand if anyone needs help; so far we have tackled homophobia at college, homelessness and support with drugs and alcohol.


  


  As well as the Thursday evening meetings, so far we have run trips to Cardiff, a residential in the Brecon Beacons and an evening at the Museum of Water with Amy Sharrocks. Future ventures will include more residentials, a summer trip and going to Swansea Pride. For further information you can contact the LGBT Cymru Helpline on Freephone 0800 840 2069 or Swansea YMCA 01792 652032.


  


  Other support groups within the area include Swansea Bay Unity Project, who provide housing support, youth support and a fortnightly Social Brunch. There is also an umbrella organisation for Transgender in Wales which provides advice, guidance and support for those identifying under the trans* spectrum. For further information, contact info@untiyproject.org.uk.


  


  Bi Cymru runs a fortnightly evening social and coffee afternoon, and provides a safe space for those who identify as bisexual, pansexual, polysexual, bicurious or maybe questioning. There are meetings held in Swansea and Cardiff, with a regular membership who are friendly and welcoming to all whatever your persuasion. For further information contact Bi Swansea at biswansea1@yahoo.co.uk.


  


  Even though at times it may seem hard growing up in today’s society, whether gay, straight, lesbian, bisexual, genderqueer or trans, there are always people and organisations out there to help, so never feel that you have to go through this alone. Know that there is someone there able to help you, support you and introduce you to others who may have experiences similar to your own. I have been blessed to work for the LGBT Cymru Helpline for several years now and through the forum have worked with many of the partner organisations, many of whom I now consider dear friends. Therefore, if you would like any further information about the Swansea LGBT Community, the Forum or this article please do not hesitate to contact me at ceri@lgbtcymruhelpline.org.uk.


  


  Thank you.


  


  Ceri Richardson


  Secretary


  LGBT Cymru Helpline


  www.lgbtcymruhelpline.org.uk


  



  Author Interview with John G Hemry


  


  Author of The Lost Fleet, The Lost Stars and JAG In Space series.
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  1- When you were young did you read science fiction?


  


  - Not at first. History and mythology were my first major reading interests. I read all the history I could, non-fiction and fiction, and the older history tied into the mythology in lots of ways. The first SF book that I remember reading was The Mastermind of Mars by Edgar Rice Burroughs when I was in 5th Grade. That blew me away, because there was a history and a mythology that had been created to tell a story. After that I increasingly read SF and fantasy as well, including Andre Norton and Robert A. Heinlein. By my late teens I was reading any SF I could get my hands on, and (especially after reading The Lord of the Rings) increasing amounts of fantasy. I've pretty much stuck to that pattern (though I don't read nearly as much now that I am writing full time) - history, mythology, SF, and Fantasy.


  


  2- Which books most influenced you when you were young?


  


  - One that still stands out was Heinlein's Citizen of the Galaxy. The way it showed the different ways that different cultures constrain choices and people, its realistic depiction of the evils of the enslavement of the individual, and how the main character had to find the place that he felt he belonged, really impressed the boy I was then. The Lord of the Rings had a big impact because of the depth it offered. It felt real because of the immense amount of detail in the world of Middle Earth, things like geography, the history that intruded on the present, and the languages. The heroism of the ordinary hobbits was also a major factor. It wasn't superhero Conan battling demons of the dark, it was just regular guys doing their best. And Eowyn against the Nazgul!


  When I was maybe five years old I read a picture book about a little puppy. The reason I remember it is because the little puppy wanted to be different, and ended up getting into lots of trouble, but finally made it home and resolved from then on to be just like the other puppies. I hated that story, and then and there vowed that I would never try to be just like everyone else just to feel safe.


  A few years after that I read a children's book from the library. I remember nothing about it except that there was a hidden treasure and an old sea captain and his ship and adventure. That and the fact that it was (I thought) a great story. But I could never find the book again no matter how many times I went back to that library. I think in some ways I have been trying ever since to find that book and the pleasure I got from it. That takes the form of trying to write stories that make people want to find them and read them over and over. I want to write the kind of book that my young self wanted to find but never again could. I guess in many ways that means it was the most influential book for me, even though I have no idea of the title and author.


  


  3- Were you brought up in the great adventure tradition of Mark Twain?


  


  I didn't read nearly enough Mark Twain when I was younger. I wish I had. I've been catching up on him ever since, mostly recently his last book Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc. I never would have thought an old cynic like Mark Twain would have written such an admiring homage to Joan of Arc, but his extensive research had led him to conclude that she was the most remarkable human being ever known. There are parts of that book that recall the homey segments of stories like Tom Sawyer, and others (like a couple of paragraphs that sum up the horror and devastation of the Hundred Years War) that are amazing in their artistry.


  


  4- Today, do you read other modern science fiction series - Timothy Zahn's, Elizabeth Moon's for example? Do you think they read yours?


  


  - One of the big ironies of being a writer is that we become writers because of how much we love reading, but once we become writers it doesn't leave nearly as much time to read. On top of that, my two eldest children are autistic, which means they need a lot more time and attention than typical people their age. I do keep up with the work of Elizabeth Moon, and that of Madeline Robins, but otherwise I catch books here and there as I see them. I think the same is true of other writers and we understand that about each other, that we respect each others' work but just don't have the time to immerse ourselves in others' worlds as much as we would like to.


  


  5- Are you a fan of 'Game of Thrones' ? Outsiders to both series of books (The Lost Fleet and A Song of Ice and Fire) may see similarities in how difficult they would appear to be to bring to the screen; what do you think of this?


  


  I like Game of Thrones. The hardest aspect of bringing Lost Fleet to the screen would probably be making the battles work, since they have lots of down time between firing passes. Keeping the tension up, the sense that the fight is underway even though there can be considerable time between exchanges of fire, would be hard to do in a movie. But I hope someone talented tries.


  


  6- Are you a fan of the Bourne films? How do you feel about how different they are from Robert Ludlum's books? Do you think this is something that authors have to accept?


  


  Movies are a different medium than books, and sometimes that calls for different ways of telling stories. I think as long as any changes made in films are those that respect the underlying source material in the books, that it will work out. The Bourne books are very good, and so are the Bourne movies. The Lord of the Rings movies are another example of that, where changes were made to the books, but those changes were either understandable or improved on the books because the screenwriters respected the writer of the books. On the other hand, it sometimes seems that Hollywood too often is (as someone once said) fanfic, where the movies take the names of the story and the main characters, and then does something totally different with them. But the truth is that few authors have the clout to force films to pay attention to their input. J. K. Rowling is a notable example of someone who could, but she is very much the exception. For the vast majority of writers, a movie adaptation is a roll of the dice which can produce a great movie like Captain America, or a sad mess like Starship Troopers. Why do writers do it, then? Robert A. Heinlein summed up the reason - "Of course the game is rigged. Don't let that stop you--if you don't play, you can't win."


  


  7- If The Lost Fleet were to be made into a TV series or film, who would your ideal actors and actresses to play the main parts be?


  


  Lucy Lawless as Victoria Rione, but the others, I don't know. There are so many different aspects of them, so depending on what was emphasized it would change which actor best suited them. Katee Sackhoff could be Tanya Desjani. Antonio Banderas could be Roberto Duellos. But Geary himself? That's a tough one.


  


  8- You have created a very realistic stellar political system, across several star empires, alien species, and economic spheres. How much research did you do for this, and did you consciously base the final product on anything?


  


  Most of the research took place over decades as I read up on different subjects. The more you know, the more your mind can draw on to build the next story. That applies not only to history, like Republican and Imperial Rome, but to other fictional stories if you look at the premises in them. How would different political systems work in space using the sort of technology that exists in the Lost Fleet universe? How are such systems justified, how well have they actually worked, and what sort of problems have developed in them? Knowing how Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, Soviet Russia, Imperial Russia, and Communist China have worked (and not worked) provides a lot of input for other totalitarian societies. The way things like graft, abuse of authority, and theft happen are fairly similar across those kinds of systems. Conversely, knowing how Republican Rome, Imperial England, the US, and other more free societies have functioned provided examples to work with, both good and bad. Neither the Syndicate Worlds nor the Alliance are based on any specific example. Both are composites.


  It worked the same way with alien species (though without the advantage of actual aliens). How have others dealt with the idea? Usually by creating aliens who acted like humans even though they looked different. One notable exception is CJ Cherryh. I was determined to create aliens in the way she does, creatures who think as well as humans but not the same as humans (as the editor John W. Campbell challenged his writers to do). One thing I did consciously choose to do was to avoid the "cute aliens are good and ugly aliens are bad" model. It also helped to have met so many people, and different types of people, while in the Navy. That helped drive home the fact that different people could have reasons for doing things that made perfect sense to them but might never have occurred to me. And that different approaches could each have their own merits, and that things could be done by intelligent creatures simply out of habit or tradition even if those things made no sense whatsoever.


  To sum up, then, it was decades of research, and experience on the job when I was in the Navy.


  


  9- Your Navy background is very interesting; how much of yourself do you put into the experiences, situations and reactions in your novels?


  


  There is some influence, of course. In the mechanical sense, my training in ship driving taught me how to feel the movements and momentum of massive objects and their relative motions to each other. I gained a lot of experience with other people, both in casual settings and in difficult or crisis situations. I gained experience with equipment, learning first-hand the difference between the glowing descriptions of what something can do and how it actually works in the field. And, of course, the basics of how it works in the first place. More than anything else, I try to convey how important teamwork is. It's not just the hero, it's the entire team of people who support that person and make it all happen.


  The most specific use of my Navy experience takes place in my Sinclair/JAG in space books. There a lot of specific situations (and people) are based closely on what I experienced.


  


  10- Geary is very much my type of hero, someone who both did not intend to be a hero, but at the same time does not shirk his duty as one. Did you base him upon anyone, or did you have a selection of people in mind whom together come to make up Geary?


  


  Geary is a composite. Partly he is someone there isn't any model for; the legendary hero who actually awakens and is called on to save the day, even though he never thought of himself as a hero and is dismayed by the legends that have grown up around him. Beyond that, I drew on many different examples. One of the most prominent was George Washington, someone who really could have been king but rejected the chance. There are also aspects of Joan of Arc to him, the regular person who is suddenly called to save the day and wins victories which have eluded others. One of the most prominent aspects of Geary is that he embodies what Clausewitz (in On War) called both kinds of courage. The first kind is what people usually think of, the courage to face the enemy on the field of battle, But courage of the second kind, which was what Clausewitz called having the courage to do the right thing off the battlefield, is at least as important, perhaps more so.


  


  11- How much are the shipboard weapons in The Lost Fleet an allegory for the weapons aboard modern naval warships?


  


  - I wouldn't call any of them allegories. I approached the problem of combat in space in as realistic a way as I could. The biggest factors influencing it are the sheer size of the battlefield, which is so immense that human minds have a lot of difficulty grasping it. Here I'm talking only of space within a star system, not of the incredibly larger space between stars. Because it is so empty, space also allows tremendous velocities, limited only by available propulsion means, time, and the games relativity plays with mass as a ship gets closer to the speed of light. Put those together and they mean that space warships are going to be capable of tremendous speeds, which they are going to need in order to get anywhere in any reasonable period of time, and it's ridiculous to think of them suddenly slowing to a dead stop relative to each other to slug it out. Instead, they would be tearing past each other at those velocities measured in tens of thousands kilometers per second.


  If that's how the ships must fight, what weapons would work? Missiles, but only within certain ranges. It's good to have a longer-ranged weapon, but in space against ships already moving very fast missiles could be easily outrun is their targets have enough distance to work with. Anything else (particle beams, lasers, what have you) is going to dissipate, spreading out and losing energy as it covers the huge distances involved. So even those must be used only during those very brief moments when ships are close enough to each other. Should it be lasers or particle beams? I chose particle beams because lasers can be more easily countered. Then, for the very closest moments of encounter, in space a weapon that depends on kinetic energy is very viable. Basically, ball bearings, which, when they hit something going very fast, can unleash serious amounts of energy. That became what I call grapeshot, because really it is exactly the same weapon, just employed differently.
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