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  Foreword




  A personal note from the editor…





  “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




  When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




  One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




  This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




  So without further ado, I present to you…
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  “Are you ready to go backstage?”
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  “Props and Sets”





  Book Title: A Short History of Nearly Everything




  Author Name: Bill Bryson




  Time it was written: 2000




  Place it was written: Britain




  First publication: May 6, 2003




  Publisher: Broadway




  Narrator: Omniscient Narrator




  Point of view: Bill Bryson




  Tone: Delightful, witty, informative, detailed, tongue-in-cheek, full of metaphors




  Tense: Present Tense




  Setting (Time): from Big Bang to future of the universe in theory




  Setting (Place): Earth and Universe




  Protagonist: Science & Scientists




  Theme: Modern scientific views on human effects on the Earth’s climate and livelihood of other species, unpredictability of life and the universe, science, universe




  Motif: metaphors used to explain measurements clearly, great and famous scientists, scientific theories, scientific disciplines, scientific studies, inventions




  Symbol: Earth, scales




  




  “Who’s the author anyways?”
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  Bill Bryson is a bestselling American author of witty books on travel as well as academic books on the English language and science. He was born William McGuire Bryson, son of William and Mary Bryson, on December 8, 1951 in Des Moines, Iowa, USA. As a student, he attended Drake University for two years but dropped out in 1972 to backpack around Europe for four months, going back the following year with high school friend Stephen Katz (a pseudonym). Flashbacks from this trip are included in his book Neither Here nor There: Travels in Europe.(2)




  He first visited Britain in 1973 during his Europe tour and decided to stay after landing a job at the now defunct psychiatric hospital Holloway Sanatorium in Virginia Water, Surrey. That was where he met Cynthia Billen, an English nurse, whom he was to marry. With her, Bryson moved back to the USA in 1975 so that he could finish his college degree. They went back to Britain in 1977, living in North Yorkshire, and at that time Bryson mainly worked as a journalist. He became chief copy editor of the business section of The Times and afterwards deputy national news editor of the business section of The Independent. He left journalism in 1987, merely three years after the birth of his third child. Living in Kirkby Malham (still in North Yorkshire), he started writing independently. Their fourth child, Samuel, was born in 1990. He applied for British citizenship but declined a citizenship test because he was “too cowardly” to take it. The family, Bill and Cynthia and their children David, Felicity, Catherine and Samuel, remained in Britain until 1995. (2) (4) (5)
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