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Thank you for buying this book. We hope you will enjoy
it.
    
  
  

    
 Please leave a review or a star rating on the website where
you bought it
  
  
. 





  
People will be interested
in your opinion, and you will help the authors and other readers.





  
If you have the e-book
version of this book, why not get the paperback version as well,
for yourself or for someone else as a great gift! Our e-books and
paperbacks are available for sale worldwide at all good bookstores
and online marketplaces. Just search for 'Melanie Voland' or the
name of the book.
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Once upon a time, there was a
handsome prince called Prince Siegfried, and today was his
twenty-first birthday. He was having a lavish birthday party with
all his friends and royal family, who were gathered together at the
castle for the special occasion. 

 



There was lots of dancing and singing and feasting and
entertainment, and the prince was given lots of wonderful birthday
gifts. As Prince Siegfried liked to go hunting birds in the woods
with his friends, his mother gave him a beautiful well made bow and
arrow, crossbow. 

 



Then she said to him, "My son, as you are now a grown man, it is
important that you choose a wife. So I am going to invite some
beautiful princesses to the castle soon, and I want you to meet
them, and see if there are any whom you might choose to marry."


 



"Mother, I am not ready to get married. I like to enjoy my life
and go hunting in the woods with my friends." said the prince. 

 



"Well my son, it is very important that you marry as soon as
possible, because you are the heir to the throne. You have a very
special and fortunate position in your life, and you must act in
accordance with your royal duty," she insisted. 

 



"I understand, mother," said Prince Siegfried, "I promise that
will meet the princesses and try to find one I like." Then he
gathered together his hunting friends and they ran off into the
woods. 

 



Deep in the woods, Siegfried had got ahead of his friends, and
had reached a peaceful clearing alone, next to an enchanting lake.
Through the trees, he could see a flock of beautiful swans floating
gracefully on the water. 

 



Although in many ways he was a good person, in the time and
place where Prince Siegfried lived, most people didn't think it was
wrong to hunt and kill any birds and animals they liked, even
swans, just for fun, and the prince didn't know any different. 

                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
So the prince lifted up his
crossbow and pointed it at the swans, ready to shoot. Then he
noticed that one of the swans was wearing a golden crown on its
head! Prince Siegfried was stunned and full of wonder and
curiosity. 

 



As he slowly lowered his crossbow, the swan wearing the crown
saw him, and realized that he was ready to shoot her. She was
afraid, and flew fast away. The other swans were startled too, and
flew away with her. "Wait!" called the prince "I'm sorry. Please
let me speak to you!" But they had gone. 

 



Prince Siegfried's hunting friends caught up with him,
"Siegfried, there you are! We thought we had lost you!" But he
didn't tell them what he had seen. It was so strange, that he
decided to keep it to himself. The prince told his friends to go
ahead, and leave him for some time alone, and when they had gone,
he went deeper into the forest to look for the swans and find out
more. 

 



Soon, again he came up on the swans. Through the trees, he
watched their magical, graceful dancing on the lake. To his
amazement, as the light began to fall, he saw them slowly transform
into beautiful young women. It appeared that the swan princess
wearing the crown was their queen or leader. He was transfixed by
her majesty and she took his breath away with her beauty. When he
could contain himself no longer, the prince gently approached them,
"I'm sorry," he said, "I saw what happened. I saw you change. I am
so amazed. Please speak to me." 

 



Realizing that it was better for her to try and explain, and
perhaps get his help, the swan queen allowed his approach and
answered his questions. She told him that her name was Odette, and
that she and the other princesses had each been cast under a spell,
by an evil sorcerer called Rothbart, who was himself part man and
part unknown, bird-like beast, as a punishment for all having
rejected him, when he had tried to court them as a romantic suitor.
But they had done so because he was unreasonable and extremely
selfish, and bad tempered and cruel. 

 



Odette told Prince Siegfried that Swan Lake had been formed from
their tears. By day they were turned into swans, and only at night,
at the side of the enchanted lake, that they could return to human
form. Odette said that the spell could only be broken, for her and
the other princesses, if someone who had never been in love before,
pledged himself, in love, to her forever. 
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