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Part One: Facts & Tidbits 
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About the Success & Uniqueness of the Book
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The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together hit the shelves last February 16, 2021. It debuted at #3 on The New York Times nonfiction best-seller list. It currently has a rating of 4.7/5 on Goodreads.


	Ibram X. Kendi wrote Stamped From the Beginning and is a New York Times best-selling author. He gave high praises for Heather McGhee’s The Sum of Us. Kendi went as far as to say that The Sum of Us is a long-awaited book.

	The National Book Foundation, the presenter of the National Book Award, acknowledged McGhee’s debut book. In fact, it is longlisted for this year’s award. While the winner was All That She Carried: The Journey of Ashley's Sack, a Black Family Keepsake by Tiya Miles, their core messages run in the same vein.

	As of September 25, 2021, The Sum of Us has a combined 8,800 reader ratings and reviews from Amazon and Goodreads. It also received an average of 4.8 stars from the customers of the bookstore giants. Furthermore, 93% of Google users have liked the book. 

	John Warner, a Chicago Tribune writer, highly commended McGhee’s The Sum of Us. He labeled it as a “required reading” for the betterment of America. He said that its contributions to the study of racism are incomparable.

	George Saunders and Jennifer Szalai of The New York Times praised the book for its writing and statistically backed-up research. Saunders claimed that America would be a more just, powerful, successful, and loving country if everyone would read and take to heart what McGhee is trying to communicate in her book. They both gave the book a starred review.

	The South African comedian, political commentator, and The Daily Show host Trevor Noah did an interview with McGhee on his show for the promotion of The Sum of Us. In the interview, Noah lauded McGhee’s perseverance in her fight against economic imbalance due to racial discrimination. Noah also expressed how he easily associated with the vision of the book, which is for readers to understand how costly it is for them to be racist and to live in a racist society.
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