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It
was a friend of mine, a maronite monk, who proceeded to tell me,
synthesized, the life of this saint who achieved miracles going
beyond the frontiers of Lebanon, so much that his intercession
concerned people from all over the world, regardless of their
religion.


Youssef Antoun Makhlouf was born
on the 8th of May 1828 in BeqaaKafra, north of Lebanon, of 
maronite parents, from whom he received a Christian education. As a
small child he enjoyed praying and was attracted to the ways of
living the monastery and hermitage offered, following the example
of two of his uncles living in the monastery of Saint Antonius. He
was raised by his mother, having lost his father. He was studious
as well as a very kind child, to the point where he was called “the
saint” in the village where he lived. He loved to play with friends
but whenever he could, he would run into a cave, kneel and pray
before images of the Madonna. This cave then became his place of
prayer, his first hermitage, and then became a sanctuary and a
place of pilgrimage.
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