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Chapter 1
A heartbreaking Farewell


  and a New Life





  1800




  It was a cold autumn day and the father of the family had been out hunting for poultry because that's the only way the family could eat even though their dad didn't like killing animals he had to so they could eat.




  The mom was roasting some nuts on the fireplace and had picked some berries for them to eat.




  The last bit of money they needed was for the rent and their two dear little girls Sharon and Julia both came home that evening from their old school, crying their eyes out because the other children for having holes in their shoes bully them at school.




  The mom didn't really pay much attention to the girls being upset, then the big brothers, both come back home from work, covered from the mine dirt.




  Their father then comes back home from hunting and both Sharon and Julia run straight into their daddy's arms, he was the one that always comforted them from the bully's at school, he also managed that night on a rare occasion to catch a goose for the starving family to eat, which the mom plucked and cooked, while Sharon and Julia went and played outside with their brothers.




  Their big brother Jack was keeping something from the girls, but he felt he had to tell them.




  Jack: I don't want to alarm you sisters, come sit on my knee.


  They go and sit on their big brother's lap.




  Jack: This family is very poor I must away for a time to work on a dairy farm the other side of the country but it will bring the money in.




  Julia crying her eyes out But no, you can't leave us please don't.




  Jack: * Sorry darling, but I have to, to bring the money in, our parents can't make ends meet, we all starving, and it's very rare for dad to be able to catch us meat to eat.




  The two little girls hugged the big brother they loved so much in tears.




  Jack: Its ok I’ll be back before you know it and we’ll be richer and more comfortable he then wiped the tears away from his little sisters eyes*




  And the little girls nodded their heads in agreement with Jack.




  Julia: When do you leave?




  Jack: Next week.




  They looked across at their elder sibling Patrick, but he was going to stay home to carry on working down the mines every day.




  Then their mom calls them all in for dinner.




  They enter the old muddy house and eat the goose nuts, berries and bread made only of flour and water and drink a bit of milk.




  After dinner, their Father takes them to bed, tells them a story, and kisses them both, smiling, telling them how proud he is of them both. He instructs the girls to ignore those who bully them because of poverty.




  Then after the girls had been put to bed, there was a knock on the door by their mean old landlord, the girls spied through the floorboards.




  Landlord: The rent has gone up I need more money or you’re all out in the streets.




  The girls hear mom crying and so both girls then prayed to God for a miracle to happen.




  In the morning as usual the family gets up at 6.30 am to head off for work, housework and school, the girls don't feel like or want to go to their schooling because, they are just so upset about Jack decides to go to work away from them, and don't want to face the taunts at school, the family is also worried about being chucked out on the streets.




  Dad made porridge out of water and oaks and the girls hugged their parent’s goodbye to go to school.




  After all the children, left their parents sat down to talk about the money situation.




  Mom: with tears in her eyes I don't want to lose the girls, but we need them to work, so they can bring the money in to make ends meet.




  Dad: Our God is good we cannot lose our girls, he will make another way.




  Mom: I can't see any other way, it's nearly winter, and if we are thrown outside we will all freeze to death.


  Dad voice choking up Yes, dear, you're right.




  They both hug each other crying, then the dad gets on his horse and rides into the country to see what work he can find for the girls, he rides for hours, but then he comes to a house way out in the sticks, it's a beautiful big house, very posh, he rides up to it.




  A tall man comes to the gate: Yes and my name is Malcolm how can I help you sir?




  Dad: I have two little girls aged 9 years old, I know they're very young, but they are very hard workers, do you have any vacancies for them?




  Malcolm: Yes, ok, I guess we can get them trained and I make sure they get to a school near here.




  Then the dad hands him some paper with their address on it’




  Dad: Thank you so much, as he rides off.




  Malcolm: I will send for the carriage tonight at 6pm.




  When the afternoon set in Jack and Patrick came home, bringing along their two little sisters who ran home together from school. They smiled at their parents.




  Julia: Daddy, what have you hunted for us tonight?




   




  Dad: tears in his eyes: Come sit on my lap, listen, we are in poverty if we don't get in the money we be living freezing cold on the streets which could even kill us, but I'm sending you to a very nice family to work who will take great care of you both.




  The two little girls: holding dad crying Please daddy don't make us have to go. We would rather die than be without you and mother.




  The father with tears streaming down his cheeks holds them close.




  Dad: We have to be brave my sweet little flowers, we are in poverty which could kill us all if you don't go and work for these nice people, they are good to you, give you the things we cannot afford and we will still visit you regularly.




  The two little girls go up to their mom weeping and then hugging her, all have family hugs each other and cry together before Malcolm's carriage came to pick the girls up.




  Feeling overwhelmed helpless and sad the girls with sunken hearts climb onto the horse drawn carriage, waving goodbye to their parents and brothers, with tears streaming down their face, their parents and big brothers get smaller and eventually disappear out of sight, the girls hold each other close, scared, sad and alone, they travel through a vast forest and eventually arrive at the house, all the time traveling up there the girls remains very quiet, both just very heartbroken.




   




  The house was massive and the garden seemed to have no ending, they get into the house both looking it up and down shocked at the size of it.




  Malcolm big smiles: Hey hello girls, my name is Malcolm and this is my wife Lisa, what are your names?


  Sharonhalf-smiling Sharon.




  Malcolm: And what about your big sister?




  Julia just looks about and ignores him




  Malcolm: Well, I appreciate you coming to work for Lisa and me.




  Julia: Whatever, just take us home to our family.




  Lisa giving them both a harsh look you better be good and not give us any grief.




  Malcolm: Come on Lisa just leave the girls alone they have been through a hard time being separated from their family.




  Malcolm takes the girls upstairs and shows them their bedroom; he then kindly gives us a very nice meal of macaroni cheese and mash potatoes and veg's.




  Malcolm: Girls keep this quiet about the meal if Lisa finds out I fed you well she won't be amused.




  Sharon half smiled at him and Julia gave him a dirty look because she blamed him and his wife for taking them away from their family, but both girls eat down their food quickly because they were starved and never tasted anything so delicious in their lives.




  Malcolm: Would you girls like a story.




  Julia: No thanks just leave us alone.




  Malcolm: Ok, just let me know if you need anything.




  As he left out of anger, Julia threw a cup at him: How can you take us away from our family.




  Malcolm: That wasn't my intention darling; I am just trying to help your family through a bad situation.




  He left the room. Then the girls talk between themselves.




  Sharon: Michael seems nice, but I don't like the look of Lisa.




  Julia* crying * I hate them both because they took us away from our parents and brothers.




  Julia started crying her eyes out and Sharon comes climbs in bed, beside her, hugging her, to console her.




  Sharon: I know sister but at least we still have each other, no one is going to separate us sisters.




  The girls wake up the next morning to the sounds of the birds singing sweetly in the trees, both girls had been crying all night long and Sharon had gone back to her own bed, Julia woke up realizing that she had wet the bed.




  Julia: Oh no!




  Sharon: What's wrong sister?




  Julia: I wet the bed what shall I do?




  Sharon: shh, its ok big sister, I will creep down, sneak out some dry sheets, and put this with one in the laundry without being noticed for you.




  Julia: Please be careful sister.




  Sharon: Don’t worry sister, I will be.




  So Sharon sneaks past everyone she hears Lisa being sick and Sharon thinks oh disgusting in her mind, she hides and puts the dirty laundry into the washing basket and sneaks to get out a dry sheet.




  Behind her comes a boy servant *the bullyboy Daren*: What are you doing?




  Sharon: Never mind.




  Daren: He pulls her hair you wet the bed haven't you?




  Julia overhears and walks in: No, it wasn't her it was me.




  Daren ridiculed them badly and pulls at their hair, Julia runs off crying.




  Sharon: Julia please don't be upset it’s not your fault.




  As Julia runs she nearly run into Lisa, who is pregnant with triplets.




  Lisa: For goodness sakes stupid girls, can't you see I'm pregnant?




  Malcolm: Come, come now everyone what's the matter?


  Daren: Julia wet the bed.




  Lisa: Yes then nearly ran into me, she ought to be punished for wetting the bed and for running into me.




  Malcolm: Oh come on Lisa these girls didn't mean anything by it, I will just go and change Julia’s bed and all is well.




  Lisa: You stupid husband going all-soft on them.




  Malcolm: Well.




  Malcolm went upstairs with the girls to change the sheets on Julia’s bed; Daren follows them all ridiculing them all.




  Malcolm pays no attention to Daren then just changes the sheets.




  Sharon: Michael are you and Lisa having a baby together, she was having morning sickness wasn't she?




  Malcolm: Yes, my dear, we are having triplets, which means that we, having three babies all at once.




  Sharon: How do you make a baby?




  Julia: Yes how is it done, please tell us how new life is made.




  Malcolm blushing Well a man and a woman have a very special hug and kiss.




  Daren is crude and rude and a boy who had seen life to the full, let the girls know all about the birds and the bees and facts of life.




  The girls together: Yuck disgusting.




  Julia: I hope that ain't true right?




  Malcolm: blushing nods his head Yea girls it’s true’, but Daren you should not of told them.




  Julia: Yuck, that is so disgusting.




  Malcolm: Not if you love someone's sweetheart.




  Julia just gave him a dirty look, and then the girls got ready for their new school. On the way downstairs, Lisa brushed their pretty long hair and put it into pigtails.




  Lisa: You girls ought to be grateful that we are looking after you and stop whining all the time.




  The girls: Yes, Mrs. Jackson.




  Both of the girls went off with Daren and another boy called Nick, to their new school, in their very new classy school clothes.




  When they got there they all queued up in an orderly fashion and went inside, as they got into their seats behind them was a really nice looking boy with dark curls and brown skin, Sharon looked and stared at him and he poked his tongue out at her, he then started giggling at her and pulled her hair, Sharon got a bit upset about that and gave him a dirty look back but he just teased her and laughed.




  The teacher: Now come on settle class.




  From that, time the children all did as we were told and concentrated very hard.




  After school a couple of girls from their class went over to them, and started to befriend them, they told the girls that the boy who teased Karen was called Ben. They told Sharon that they think he teased her because he seems to like her, but Sharon just thought yuk to any boy liking her, because of what Malcolm told them about the facts of life or rather Daren. And even the thought of kissing a boy was too much for a little girl so young and innocent.




  Anyway, the children got back home and had dinner, and then did their 3-hour cleaning schedule to raise the funds for their parents back home, in the background they heard Malcolm and Lisa arguing about letting the girls see their parents over the weekend, Lisa being against the girls visiting them.




  Then that just really upset Julia that she lacked concentration for a bit and Daren came deliberately kicking over her bucket of water and laughing.




  Nick came to the rescue.




  Nick: You fool!!! Daren you better leave those girls alone or you have me to deal with.




  Daren: Oh, you again Nick the too good to shine, did you know the girl you stick up for wets the bed?




  Nick: I'm ignoring that comment, because Daren I'm not interested in what you have to say.




  Lisa comes out: Why on earth is this water all over the floor.




  The girls defending each other: It was Daren.




  Lisa: No, it wasn't.




  Nick: It was, I saw it.




  Lisa: No, it was one of you and I'm going to crown you both for it.




  She gets out the little girls' precious hands and hits them both very hard on the knuckles with her ruler, Julia runs off crying, and Sharon runs after her.




  Malcolm: shouting in anger at Lisa you did not need to do that Lisa.




  He runs after both girls to find them both crying near the riverbank, he gives them both a nice long warm hug, takes them both back, and gives them a meal and a nice warm mug of hot chocolate, he tucks both girls in for the night, then leaves the room.




  Sharon: There you are Julia, Lisa is a real piece of work, but Malcolm is really nice.




  Julia: I still don't like either of them; they both took us away from mom and dad.




  

  
Chapter 2
Julia and Sharon’s New Home





  That day Malcolm carried the girls safely back home and tenderly wiped away the tears from their little face, he showed them around the animals in his garden, trying to keep them out of Lisa’s way. Malcolm did keep the girls out of Lisa’s way until it was bedtime and he went to give them a warm mug of milk and a bedtime story. The next day was going to be a big day for Julia. But Malcolm went to bed feeling so much anger for Lisa at the way she treated the girls that he did not even talk to her that night.




  The next day was a very cold autumn November morning the day and it was the day of Julia’s birthday, Sharon was nine months younger than Julia was, so her birthday was in August, anyway like the day before the girls got ready for school.




  Sharon: Malcolm it’s my sisters birthday today she is 10 years old.




  Malcolm smiling Awww, we will have to give her a party tonight*Malcolm reaches down to Julia’s cheek and gives her a tender kiss on the cheek, but Julia in disgust rubs his kiss of giving him a dirty look* But Malcolm gently says ' here a kiss for a very pretty blue eyed little girl.




  Julia blushes as Sharon thinks it's funny, and Nick sees Malcolm kiss Julia on the face and smiles.




  Lisa glares at Julia with a filthy jealous look even though she was but just an innocent a child.




  Julia replies nothing back to Malcolm. Then, as they walk outside Nick, Sharon and Julia get on the horse and carriage taxi to take them to school.




  On the way to school.




  Sharon: Julia you really need to stop hating Malcolm, he is really nice and kind and cares about us deeply.




  Nick: I agree with Sharon that Malcolm is really nice and only tries to do what is best for us all.




  Julia: How old is he, he shouldn't be kissing me, because I am only just a child.




  Nick: Don't worry, he don't mean anything by it, he is 27 years old and you're just a child, there's no way he be in love with you anyway because he's too much in love with Lisa, he is a married man expecting children of his own, come on Sharon just give the gentleman a chance?




  Julia: I will never like him and his wife, they are not my parents and I will only remember them for taking Sharon and me away from our parents.




  Sharon: He was trying to help our family not hinder it.




  Julia glares at her sister with a dirty look as if to say how you dare take their side over your own sister's side.




  As the children get on their carriage into their school and into their classes, Young Ben is there again staring at Sharon and sniggering to himself.




   




  The children go into their school, spend their day at school as normal, and after school the kids wish Julia a happy birthday.




  Meanwhile, back at the house, Malcolm and Lisa are having a big argument about whether to invite Julia’s family over soon, as it's her birthday.




  Lisa: You can't invite those poor pheasant people to our house.




  Malcolm: I can do as I please, come on give them a chance its Julia’s birthday for heaven sakes.




  Lisa gave Malcolm a glare that would kill, but she knew she could not win over Malcolm so she sulked saying: very well then.




  So to Julia’s most wonderful surprise when the children got home the carriage had already gone and picked the girl's family and the girls go running into their parents and brother's arms so very happy to see them come.




  The girls Dad and Mom tears in their eyes, hugging them we longed to see you both.




  The girls: Us too, we missed you so much, our hearts and souls have been heavy without you both here.




  Malcolm had also invited all the school kids along including Ben, and two girls they befriended called Leona and Daphne.




  At the party was a big feast set up for everyone followed by fun and games, Malcolm feeling like a big kid, especially enjoyed the hide and seek.




  When everyone calmed they just sat, talked, and enjoyed each other’s company.




  The girls walked over the bridge with their new friends Leona and Daphne.




  Leona: Julia, Malcolm he's really nice you ought to give him a chance.




  Daphne: Yes, I agree you should let him be your friend he's nice.




  Nick: Malcolm is a perfect gentleman he has been very nice it’s just Lisa we all hate.




  Julia said sadly: I just can't because he's still the cause that I miss my mom and dad.




  All of a sudden, Ben behaved badly coming behind Sharon and laughing devilishly, he pushes her into the cold water laughing.




  Sharon snapped angrily: That's not funny she then pulled him into the water with her and they both climbed out the river again shivering cold




  Malcolm took them both inside the house, put towels, and blanket round them both, the little girl's parents following them in too.




  Malcolm dry’s them both up again in the towels, and as he wipes down the children dry, he looks at the girl's family with compassion as he notices their poor clothes and how hungry they were.




  He gets the kids warm and dry again and then sends the school kids home and puts Ben in clean dry clothes.




  He then orders the cook to slaughter one of the turkeys so that the poor family has plenty to eat, he also puts some bread and milk and wine in a bag of his, then puts fruit and vegetables in it too, and a few coins and gives it to the poor family, the girl's family are so delighted, that when they have to leave, the girl's father shakes hands with Malcolm saying: God bless you, you're a good man.




  Malcolm just smiles and sends them on their way again, Sharon and Julia hug their parent’s goodbye with tears in their eyes. But the family agreed to keep the hope that they will be able to see each other again soon by the grace of God and goodness of Malcolm.




  The girls then went to bed again after another long day and Sharon, bless her heart gave her sister a little present, she gave her a feather and one of her ribbons, which wasn't much, but to Julia was everything and meant the world to her, because she gave it from a heart full of love. Also, Julia’s parents had been saving up very hard and bought Julia a bag of sweets. Malcolm and Lisa bought Julia a cuddly teddy bear and doll; both girls snuggle down to sleep as Malcolm tucked them in.




  Lisa and Malcolm then get into another argument.




  Lisa: Malcolm what the heck have you done now, you have ordered the cook to slaughter one of our best turkeys and gave away all that food to them?




  Malcolm: Well, yes I believe in helping those in need after all, we have plenty but they have nothing.




  All night long Lisa was really cold to poor Michael.




  Then they got into a different argument, as Lisa was pregnant and she hated the idea of having a boy, she only wanted girls. She didn't in fact want children at all.




  Lisa: You have been so unfair to me, I thought when we first got married, and it was going to be just you and me forever, not to include children into it. It's bad enough, you hire children servant's instead of adult ones, but even worse, I hate the fact that we are having children, you know I'm not a child lover and would hate it even more if the children are boys.




  Malcolm tears in his eyes Excuse me, but how dare you say that, our children are a gift from God.




  Lisa: I want to abort them.




  Malcolm slaps Lisa across the face you dare murder my children and you have me to deal with.




  Lisa rubs her face crying




  Malcolm holding her: Oh Lisa, I'm so so sorry I never meant to hurt you, but how can you ever say that against our precious children?




  Lisa: I never wanted children. But you never let me be sterilized. And it's my body not yours.




  Malcolm: But Lisa don't you understand that children are the most precious gifts from God?




  Lisa: What about me though after I give birth you put them before me.




  Malcolm Hugging her stroking her hair : Lisa you have to grow up and understand that the love I have for you and our babies are very different, I'm very excited about you having our children and I want you to share my joy.




  Lisa: Whatever as long as I'm not having a boy.




  Malcolm: Lisa, that's not fair, boys are very precious little angels as well as girls.




  Lisa: Well if I had my way, I wouldn't have any of them.


  Malcolm: Yea, and If you aborted our baby, I will divorce you on the spot, you know how strongly against abortion I am.




  Lisa just sulks and turns over again, Malcolm tries to stroke her hair, but she just shoves his hand off her and glares up to the ceiling.




  Sharon and Julia is hiding behind the door listening to the whole conversation, and then Lisa notices them.




  Lisa comes over to the girls and is in a very bad and angry mood.




  Lisa slapping Julia across the face How dare you listen in on our private adult conversation you stupid brat children.




  Sharon* pushing Lisa off*: Keep your hands of my big sister.




  Lisa Slapping Sharon you can have one too; now get back to bed both of you.




  Malcolm sees what happens, is even angrier with Lisa, and has a right go at Lisa for that when she got back to bed.




  The next day everyone all woke up in the household and got off to school and Julia walked past Malcolm and Lisa giving them both dirty looks, poor Malcolm blushes feeling very embarrassed, it was not his fault that Lisa acted so horrible to the girls, Malcolm felt kind of responsible because Lisa was his wife and he wished he could make her nicer, but of course you can never change anyone. But the girls also held Malcolm responsible too for Lisa’s bad behavior that night.




  While the girls were at school as usual Nick, Sharon, Daphne and Leona tried to tell Julia that Malcolm is a nice man, but it made no difference. Ben continued to tease Sharon and she in return continued to tease him back, but once while he was teasing Sharon he winked at her, Sharon just blushed and looked away. Ever since that day after Ben winked at Sharon, Sharon has started to like him as a great friend and kept on and on about him to her poor sister and drove her nuts. The truth was Ben only teased Sharon because he liked her secretly so much and wanted to befriend her, but had a funny way of showing it.




  Anyway, this went on like this for days, where Sharon kept asking Julia how to befriend little Ben, until eventually Christmas came around again and during that time Malcolm kindly invited the girls' parents and brothers over for that Christmas week and every day they enjoyed a good meal, but they soon had to go back again. The girls' parents managed to get them both a beautiful ribbon each for Christmas and Malcolm bought them a doll house to share, when they left Malcolm gave them two geese and vegetables, potatoes, mince pies and candy to keep them going, they were overcome with his kindness. The girls' parents and brothers again hugged them and kissed them goodbye and try to encourage Julia to learn to love or at least like Malcolm but still she couldn't.




  After their parents left the girls still had some holiday time left before they started school and working in the house again, Julia would just sit staring at the walls and ceiling crying and writing poetry, Sharon began to get very worried with her sister's behavior, Sharon had got settled in very well and became great friends with Malcolm but Julia still found it hard to let him in. Julia also got annoyed with her sister for keeping on constantly about Ben, deep down inside she was so afraid of losing her sister to anyone else, as the sisters had such a close bond, which nobody or nothing could separate.




  But Sharon became very close to Nick too, so poor Julia was just finding it hard to relate to anyone even to her own sister now, Julia just loved her parents and brothers so much and needed her mom so much and my brother Jack particularly.




  This continued and the longer time went on, the harder it becomes for Julia in her heart and mind. Nothing made sense to her any longer, she was feeling very alone in the world, but she still had her faith in God and she felt that he was her one and only friend, and she often isolated herself in the bedroom just praying hard and reading the Bible alone. Hoping and praying to God with tears in her eyes to be yet again reunited with her beloved family.




  Until a few more months passed by and Lisa was about to give birth to her babies, it was from there that things changed dramatically.




  It was a very cold January morning and Lisa wakes up crying.




  Malcolm: Lisa baby, what's happening are you having contractions?




  Lisa: Yes, hurry up go get the doctor.




  Malcolm rushes downstairs outside quickly jumps on his horseback and go gets the midwife.




  He comes back with the midwife and they both run upstairs.




  Sharon, Nick, Daren and I peek through the door.




  Sharon: Well, I know Lisa is a piece of work, but I hope she's not dying.




  Daren: She's not dying silly, she's having a baby.




  Nick: Exactly she's having a baby.




  Julia: oh sweet I love babies.




  She gets more contractions.




  Malcolm is very good for her the whole time he stays constantly by Lisa’s side, stroking her hair and telling her, that he loves her so much.




  Midwife: Lisa one last push you can do it sweetheart.




  Lisa screams out and pushes out the first baby; the midwife washes her and brings the baby to her and Lisa smiles it’s a little girl.




  Lisa: I’m going to call this baby Riley she’s a pretty young thing.




  Malcolm smiles and kisses her on top of the head: Just like her pretty mom.




  Then she gets a stronger contraction and as it gets stronger a second baby's head starts crowning out of her, she pushes hard again and the midwife takes her and washes her, Lisa smiles.




  Lisa: Looks like you're going to be the only man in the family, we have another beautiful girl I'm calling this girl Phoebe, I bet the third girl will be pretty.




  Malcolm: Or boy.




  Lisa looks at Malcolm sternly: No, we aren't going to have a boy.




  Lisa gets another contraction and this time it's easy for her to push the baby out.




  Midwife smiling Indeed, this time you have a boy.




  Malcolm smiles Great a little boy can I hold him?




  Lisa looks on very disappointed: You take him Malcolm I don't want a boy, I only ever wanted girls. I hate boys.




  Malcolm smiling Lisa you don't mean that you're just tired after giving birth, just take a rest and your be ok. I’m so proud of you, you have given me three beautiful kids, and I love you so much.




  Lisa looking stern whatever.




  Malcolm: Lisa why don't you hold your son too?




  Lisa: No, don't want to, I only want the girls.




  Malcolm kisses her head: Tell you what love you just rest, I think you're just tired right now, and how about calling this little fellow Paul?




  Lisa: Whatever falls asleep




  Sharon, Daren, Nick and Julia look at each other shocked at how Lisa could reject her own son, but Malcolm just smiled and beckons them in.




  Julia looked on at the three of them, thinking they are all so beautiful babies and smiled at them, they really melted her heart and in emotion tears rolled down her face, she had never seen anything as cute as these babies in her entire life and was confused to how could a mom ever reject her own flesh and blood child just because of their wrong gender, young Julia was so touched that she took little Paul’s sweet hands in her finger and even spread a smile for the very first time to Malcolm, and Malcolm, who noticed how deeply moved Julia was smiled and winked at her back, Julia fell in love with the babies straight away and for the first time in her life she felt purpose.




  Julia smiling I will love to help you take care of them. I wish they were my siblings too.




   




  Malcolm smiling of course you can. And of course, they are your siblings as much as your sister Sharon is your sister.




  Julia gave a huge smile to Malcolm. Then looked down saying.




  Julia: I don't understand how Lisa cannot love this little fellow.




  Malcolm gently oh its ok sweetheart she does love him really, she's just tired now.




  Both Sharon and Julia nod their head and shed a little smile.




  

  
Chapter 3
Julia’s Budding Friendship But Confused Feelings





  Winter passed, then spring came and summer arrived and it was Sharon's 10th birthday, Lisa had bonded very firmly with her daughters but she could still not relate to her newborn baby son Paul just because he was a boy. In fact, she did nothing for him and did not even look at him or hold him.


  All of the children felt so sorry for Paul because of his own mom not loving him, and as for poor Malcolm, everyone could tell he was very tired and stressed by it all.




  By this time Julia was beginning to be a bit kinder to Malcolm, because of the babies and thinking that he made so cute little people, Julia bonded so closely with the triplets, which in turn brought her closer to Malcolm, the girls and Nick was constantly at Malcolm's side to help him with Paul. However, it seemed that his own mom rejected him.




  She only milk fed the girls, the boy she didn't want to know, so Sharon, Nick and Julia had to milk the cow in turn to get fresh milk for Paul then it had to be clean thoroughly for baby.




  All of the children would take their turn to feed Paul (which they all enjoyed) bathed him and change his nappy, Malcolm was very grateful for the children’s help.




  While Julia and Sharon then together went upstairs to their room. Malcolm went outside, the girls looked out their bedroom window and Malcolm was there outside, he looked up at them, smiling at them, as he was getting things ready for Sharon's birthday, but as soon as he was doing that, the girls heard Lisa screaming at baby Paul.




  Lisa: Stop crying you stupid little boy.




  Everyone was in shock, Malcolm run back into the house like grease lightening feeling worried that Lisa would harm Paul, and the children also run over to see what the commotion was, but Malcolm requested the children to get to school so he could talk to her alone.




  Malcolm* with tears swelling up in his eyes*: your kids had better catch the horse and cart for school, *the children nod their heads, run to it, and gets inside it.




  Malcolm: Lisa please don't shout at Paul like this, he needs just a gentle talk, here let me take him.




  Lisa looks on sharply and picks Paul up handing him over to his father and Paul then soon settles in his father's arms, Malcolm total adored Paul, and all his babies.




  Malcolm: There you go Lisa he just needs a bit of patience love.




  Lisa: I'm only interested in the girls.




  Malcolm: But Lisa how can you say that?




  Lisa: You love our baby boy over me right, how can you, I left my first boyfriend for you, remember? I should have stayed with Alan; at least he did not want children either.




   




  Malcolm: How can you speak like this, Alan was controlling your life, and we made this baby in love together did we not? Surely, there's enough love to share between everyone and I don't understand, why do you not resent me loving the girls but you resent me loving our boy.




  Lisa: O h I don't know or care.




  Malcolm then just walked off with Paul in his arms, kissing him on the top of his head saying: its ok daddy loves you and always will.




  Lisa then comes through and starts teasing Malcolm.




  Lisa: Hey Malcolm don't you think Daren is cute?




  Malcolm: No, not really, he's a bully, but I tell you whom I think are lovely and that is our servant girls, they are both very pretty, kind hearted and loving girls, whom I have become very fond of them.




  Lisa just glared as if in jealousy.




  Meanwhile the children all got to school and are settled down into their lessons, then during their dinner break. Suddenly, as the girls went to sit outside on the school field’s grass they came across young Ben and he just burst into tears.




  Julia: Hey Ben what's wrong?




  Ben: Just go away.




  Julia: Why?




  Ben: I don't want to talk to you.




  Julia: Whom do you want?




  He pointed to Sharon: Your sister that's who I want.




  Sharon looked on confused, but she followed Ben as he started to walk away, and they go away to a private place. The cellar under the school, which nobody but Ben knew about. Looking on concerned at her new friend, she asked: Hey, what's wrong?




  Ben showed her his bruises: It's my dad, he's beating me badly, and that’s one reason I been teasing you to get my anger out on you.




  Sharon *hugs him* Its ok, I forgive you and I promise not to tell a soul, I'm upset too, because our guardians, well the lady she had babies and she is horrible to her son and gives him no love, I just can't understand it.




  Ben hugs her back: aww I'm so sorry that must suck too.




  Sharon nods her head sadly: Yes, and we miss our real parents and brothers very much.




  They just stand there hugging each other.




  Ben: I let you know why else I tease you too its because I secretly like you and think you're a beautiful little girl.




  Sharon blushes, can’t believe her good fortune that Ben likes her so much, and says: I really like you too, secretly deep down inside, but was just too shy to tell you that. I did not find it within myself to ask you to be my friend.




  Ben kisses her gently on the cheek and from that moment, they agreed with each to become best friends forever. Sharon also invited him to come back to her birthday party.




  Ben and Sharon come back holding hands and come to sit back with Julia and their other friends, on the grass.
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