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FOREWORD


Two years ago I chose to take a break in a place I hadn't been to for a while. I had childhood memories of that place. Vivid, wonderful memories. And so I had a very strong desire to go back and see if it had changed. I was surprised - very much so. A last-minute decision had taken me back to a place I didn't remember loving so much. And that very week something happened. Something unexpected. I was sitting under a pine tree one later summer afternoon, down by the beach. The sun had gone in and grey clouds had taken over. It was raining and windy, and the beach was deserted, but I stayed there under that pine tree. I was writing. I've always loved rough seas and solitude. The lure of the wind and the tides. It helps me to think, write, and feel good. Then suddenly, I remember, my gaze wandered, because it encountered that man, who instead of retreating, was going out to meet the sea. And in him I saw the same love I have always felt for the waves. He was wearing a wetsuit and carried a board and a sail. What happened next was incredible, and I'll never forget it. And even now, with the distance of time, that loving look has stayed in my heart, just as my love for the sea has always been there, in my heart. 
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