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	Jaco Davidson


	The author of the poem ‘untitled’ in my book 
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	2 Corinthians 10


	For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God for the pulling down of strongholds. Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.


	 




What is the unseen world?


	‘For we are not fighting against flesh and blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world. Against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.’ Ephesians 6 (NLT)


	If you believe that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Saviour. And that He is the son of God who came to earth, as a man of flesh and blood, to pay for your sins. Then this scripture is your life. You are in a war whether you like it or not, whether you know it or not. You are the target of an unseen enemy. This enemy of yours is relentless and tireless. He is completely merciless and will stop at nothing. 


	He will use your spouse, your children your income, your family and friends any anything he can think of to harm you. His primary focus is to stop you from doing anything for the Kingdom of God. He will try to fill your life with pain, trouble, and distraction so that you think you have no time or desire to spend time with God. Because if you don’t spend time with God, there is little to no chance that you will hear the still soft voice of the Holy Spirit trying to lead and guide you.


	His tactics are simple. And in this simplicity lies the very reason he is so successful. He uses logic and reasoning. What he encourages us to do makes sense to us. And the more sense it makes, the more we are inclined to take action.


	…your wife is always nagging…the Bible says it’s better to live alone in an attic than with a nagging woman…your marriage is stale and boring…there is no way it’s going to get better…it’s only going to get worse…you are only staying together for the sake of the kids anyway…your are at your prime…before you know it you will be an old man…indulge yourself with some joy before you are too old…look at that lovely lady at work who is always smiling at you…she looks like she would stop at nothing to please you…go and enjoy some good company for a while…and while you are at it…tell your wife that you are sick of her nagging…even the Bible says you are better off without her…


	Do you see the logic and reasoning? Even the use of scripture? Your enemy knows the Word of God. In fact, he knows the Word better than most believers do. He is much more convincing when he uses the Word to tempt you. And of course, the flesh wants nothing more than to do exactly what that temptation offered. The enemy always appeals to the flesh. Short-lived pleasures with long term consequences. 


	On the other side of the coin, this guy’s wife isn’t nagging. She is constantly trying to encourage her husband to obey the Word of God. She knows deep down inside, that if her husband does that, their marriage would be wonderful. But this guy is so strongly influenced by the enemy. Such a huge part of him is desperate for the fleshly pleasures of this world, that his wife irritates him. His marriage and happiness are doomed if he continues the path he is on, he needs to change direction. Or he will be lost.


	Now that is an obvious example. Adultery is rife these days. It didn’t have to be a guy, it could just as well have been a woman. The distractions of the enemy come in many forms. Constantly worrying. How am I going to pay all of these bills? I skipped that one last month, I can’t skip it this month. But I have skipped so many and I just don’t have enough to pay them all! Nothing ever changes. How is this going to change? How can God help me? He can’t help me. I’m on my own in this. I have so many debts. 


	Constant worrying pulls us very far away from God. We don’t feel like praying because we feel that God is not helping us. We don’t feel thankful or grateful for anything. Nothing feels good because the problem is right there and it’s not going to go away. We keep running around inside our own minds just stressing and stressing and trying to find solutions. The financial attack works well because a mind that is full of panic and worry does not have time for God. It is not able to come to rest or be at peace for long enough to hear that still soft voice guiding him to a solution.


	Like I said the success is in the simplicity of the plan. The scripture in Ephesians 6 sounds so sophisticated. Words like ‘evil rulers and authorities and mighty powers in a dark world’, sort of make us think the war Paul is speaking of is something much more revolutionary and advanced. Surely it's not as simple as my pretty colleague at work or my finances. Surely it’s not about the music I listen to or the T.V. and movies I watch.


	And yet it is. It’s so simple, in fact, that it is easy to miss. And if you don’t see it coming then you will not duck. If you do not duck, then it will hit you. And you won’t know what hit you until it’s too late.


	That is why the Bible says, and I am not quoting here so this is not word for word, be aware of your enemy because he prowls around like a hungry lion ready to pounce. 


	Fortunately, this unseen world does not only include Satan. It also includes Almighty God with His heavenly army of angels. I smiled when I wrote that. I can feel my spirit stir within. Psalm 46 tells us that the Lord of Heaven’s Armies is here among us (NLT) and 2 Kings 6 goes on to tell us that He sends His angels to protect us. Psalm 91 says that He will charge His angels concerning us. There are so many scriptures that tell us we are protected. And the scriptures also tell us how to be protected. We can’t just sit back and think it's going to happen automatically.


	Here’s the crazy thing though, actually it’s quite ironic. What happens in the unseen world creates our reality in the seen world. Most people don’t know that. And because they don’t know it, they remain victims of it. 


	They say things like ‘Oh, I’m just unlucky, I always have been’ or ‘Nothing I do is ever really successful, it’s always just mediocre, that’s just the way it is’ or ‘I have Fibromyalgia, there is no cure, I just have to live with it, it really sucks.’


	They remain completely unaware that all of these things were given to them by the enemy and they have the power to do something about it. As I said, it doesn’t matter if you know about it or not. It doesn’t matter if you believe it or not. You are in the war of the unseen worlds. We all are. I have reached the point in my walk with the Lord where I live in the unseen world. Not actually live in it but live with a constant awareness of it. 


	And it is everywhere. Even the seemingly smallest things are part of the unseen world. Like if someone says something to offend you or lies to you. The enemy has control of their mouth. Now I know what most people are thinking at this point.


	‘Don’t you think you are being a little extreme? Not everything is about demons and angels. It’s a bit OTT to think like that.’


	But think about this. When Jesus was telling the disciples that he had to die, but he would be raised again after three days. Peter took Him aside and said ‘No, this cannot happen to you.’ The response Jesus gave him was ‘Get behind me Satan’ He did not try to explain things to Peter. He knew that Peter was not speaking of his own accord. He knew Satan had hold of Peter’s tongue. 


	Being aware of these changes the way you live to a great extent. Because we no longer get offended at the person, we know it’s not them talking, but Satan using them. We have to try and help the person to become aware of this so Satan can no longer use them. 


	Now don’t get me wrong. If my husband lied to me the Word of God certainly wouldn’t be the first thing that came out of my mouth. It should be because it’s the only weapon against Satan. It’s the double-edged sword! And by not using the Word immediately I would fall right into the game the enemy is playing. I would be doing what he wants me to do. He wants us all to be unhappy, and if I don’t do what the Bible says I become unhappy. 


	Fortunately for me, the moment I realized my mistake. I would start using the Word. And let me tell you, it’s absolutely amazing how it changes what you feel inside. One moment you feel all betrayed and hurt and alone and the next you feel strong and sure of yourself. Knowing that right now is not important, the big picture is important. Because you allow the Lord the time to work. 


	Trusting Him all the way. Psalm 37 says that the Lord will lift you up and place you on a high rock. Then you can hold your head up high above the enemies that surround you. And that is exactly what it is all about. We don’t allow ourselves to be pulled down to the level of our enemies. We turn to the Lord and He will lift us up.


	We have to be vigilant and have discernment because that enemy of ours really is just waiting to pounce. People who do not believe in Jesus do not face these battles. Satan may use them to tempt believers, but they get left alone because they are no threat to him.


	A great man of God, Derek Prince once said: “Being a Christian is like walking against the wind your whole life.”


	I agree with him. We can never let our guard down. The truth is we get used to the resistance and we become stronger, which makes it easier to walk against the wind.


	Of course, the wonderful news is that the war has already been won. We already have victory through Jesus. But we have to do what He tells us to do in order to gain our own personal victory. How do we know what He is telling us? Simple. We read the Bible.


	That is our book of instructions.


	 




 


	 


	 


	Genesis 1


	In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.


	 


	





Where did the unseen world come from?


	Now isn’t that a good question? Where did it come from? Why do we have to live constantly at war with evil spirits that are trying to destroy our lives and steal our salvation? Why didn’t God just make us in heaven already? Then we wouldn’t have to go through all of this?


	Actually, He did! He made heaven and earth. Then He made us. He gave us the perfect garden filled with everything we could ever want. Oh, and so beautiful, He came to the garden to spend time with us. He walked with us and talked with us. Can you just imagine how amazing that must have been? 


	When I read that in Genesis my spirit just soared with love. Going for a walk with God, feeling the incredible love, peace and overwhelming strength of His presence. How lucky Adam and Eve were. Can you just imagine how they must have felt after they disobeyed him? They must have wished a thousand times over that they could take it back. That they could go back to the way it was. I mean they walked with God and there was no sin to dirty them or separate them. They were as close to Him as we can only imagine. And they ruined it! 


	Imagine how they felt after they were banished from the garden. All of a sudden there would have been nothing to eat. They would have had to go and search for food. Maybe they didn’t always find enough. They would have experienced hunger for the first time. They would have experienced physical pain. Adam was told to cultivate the ground from which he came. He must have got blisters and calluses. And Eve? Having to clean the house all day and prepare food. And I can tell you this for sure because I had both my children at home. I did not go to the hospital. Childbirth is no walk in the park.


	They must have lain in their bed every night and just spoken about how much they regretted what they did. How perfect their lives were before and how hard it had become. And they didn’t even know that they had condemned the rest of mankind for as long as the world exists. 


	They must have had some super serious regrets. Just talking about it makes my heart break for them. But God is fair. He is strict and fair. And I love that about Him because it means He always does everything the correct way. It means that I never have to feel confused when I think about Him. He is always correct. Full of love and correct. 


	Can you imagine how much their actions must have hurt God? He comes along, creates them from nothing. Gives them absolutely everything they could ever dream of. And that’s the thanks He gets. Obviously, I know that last statement is from a human way of thinking. His ways are not our ways. But it was worth a mention. Because we need to remember what God did for us. And appreciate it enough to want to give back all the time.


	So where did this enemy of ours come from? Did God create him? If He did then why would He do that? I mean just look at the destruction this enemy has caused. From something as extreme as the Holocaust to the simplicity of a lie. Satan is responsible. Did God know that all of it was going to happen? 


	The first line of the Bible says that God created the heavens and the earth. Obviously, when He created the heavens, He also created everything in the heavens. This would include angels. This would include Lucifer. Now on the same page of the Bible a little further down, in verse 31 it tells us that God looked at everything He created and it was all good. So Lucifer was also good. 


	Now, let's remember one of the beautiful things about God and His correctness. He did not create angels to force them to obey Him. He gave them free will. He gave us free will. He is not a dictator. He allowed His angels to decide if they wanted to serve Him or not. Of course, we know that God is only good. His plans and desires for us are all good. So it would be safe to assume that we would all want that. 


	But Lucifer decided that he wanted to be more like God. He was not happy to serve, he wanted to lead. Because of his pride, he rebelled and was thrown out of heaven. 


	Of course, God knew that Lucifer would rebel. God is omniscient. He knows the end from the beginning. (Isaiah 46) But God did not make Lucifer rebel, He just knew that he would. There is a big difference in knowing something and making it occur.


	Ultimately it all comes down to the same thing. Because God did not use force but gave us free will. There would always be humans that chose to reject Him and those that chose to follow Him. Just as there are angels that chose to reject Him and angels that chose to follow Him.


	God knew Lucifer and his followers would reject Him but He also had a solution for that even before it happened. Kind of like when you plug a faulty piece of equipment into a socket and it trips the whole house. What do you do? You unplug the faulty device and go to the fuse box, flip the switch and everything works again. You just can’t use the faulty device again. 


	God knew that Satan could never gain victory over Him. Just as He knew any person He created could have victory over Satan, all they would have to do is call on the name of the Lord. Joel 2 tells us that ALL who call on the name of the Lord will be saved. Not, some who call on the name of the Lord. But ALL who call on the name of the Lord.


	God also knew that anything Satan tried to do to a believer to cause him hurt, He would turn to good. We can find that scripture in Romans 8. Everything works out for the good for those who believe in Him. We just have to look at Joseph to know that scripture is true. His brothers were jealous of him and they sold him off to slavery. But God brought him to a position of power to a point that his brothers ended up having to bow to him.


	Now let’s go back to the Holocaust again. Because that is quite a huge thing to mention without explanation. At this point you may feel inclined to ask, ‘But how were those people saved? Look at what they went through. Torture and suffering and ultimate death.’


	The Word of God constantly tells us to look at the world from a perspective of eternity. To lay up treasure in heaven because life will pass away. Sometimes death is God saving us. He takes us from a place of pain and suffering into a place of perfect peace and happiness. From a fleshly standpoint, this is difficult to understand. Because we limit our thinking to our time on earth. But if we really took the time to consider the enormity of what eternity means, we would trust God’s plan without question.


	This is the exact reason I started writing in the first place. I went to God and said ‘I cannot stand the idea of people going to hell. It’s causing me such distress. Every time I think about it I want to cry, I do often cry. How can I help them, Lord? How can I help save them from the fire?’ He gave me books to write about.


	I believe that our time on earth was given to us for the Glory of God. If you want Him to take responsibility for your life, then live it for His glory. So if you work at a cash register all day long, smile at people. Be friendly to grumpy people. Shine the light of the Lord at all times. You just never know what that light will do. The grumpy rude person you still bothered to be nice to may lie in bed at night wondering why you are able to be so nice all the time. Even to rude people. 


	Ultimately, what we need to know is that Satan has no claim on us. We have victory through the blood of Jesus.


	I just want to take a moment to address a scripture in Isaiah. This scripture seems to imply that God created evil. Now with most scriptures that seem to say something that contradicts what I believe about God. I go and look up the original Greek and Hebrew version. Because mistranslated words can often be misleading. I don’t think they were intended to be mistranslated. But some words are difficult to match exactly. I am fluent in German and there are so many words that require an explanation because a direct translation is not possible. The word does not exist in English as a single word.


	So if we look at the King James Version of Isaiah 45:7 it says ‘I form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create evil’


	This would seem to imply that God did create Lucifer with the intention of allowing him to become the father of all that is evil in the world.


	But if we look up the word ‘evil’ in the original language of the Bible it translates to mean distressing, affliction, calamity, misery, adversity, unpleasant and displeasing.


	These words seem to imply that God punishes those who rebel against Him. He is the only judge and He is in charge of rewarding and punishing our behavior. I believe that is what is meant by the scripture in Isaiah. God is the only one in charge. Because the last line of that scripture says ‘I am the Lord who does all things’


	In closing then, yes the Lord did know that Satan was going to rebel. Yes, He already had a solution for that rebellion. We are all covered in that solution. Satan has no claim on us. And even if we fall into rebellion we can repent and the Lord will forgive us. 


	 




 


	 


	2 Timothy 3


	All scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for teaching


	 




How do we know that any of this is true?


	I’m just full of good questions today, aren’t I? But come on, that really is a good question. How can anyone know if all of this is true? I mean I wasn’t always a believer. I was a sassy party animal. I really and truly lived only in the flesh. I didn’t even know I had a spirit, or that I could live in it.


	Living in the flesh or living in the spirit simply means what my mind focuses on. Do I live only for matters of this world? Is my only concern this party I am at right now and the hot guy in the corner I want to flirt with? Is my mindset only concerned about what job I have and how much money I make? Is my mindset only focused on the circumstances right in front of me? Or do I understand that life is fleeting, we are nothing more than mist? And while my circumstances do matter to me, I live only to please God because He is in charge of my circumstances anyway.


	Psalm 37 says if we delight ourselves in the Lord He will give us the desires of our hearts. So that pretty much proves that He is in charge of our circumstances.


	Here's the crazy thing. No one can prove God exists. God could have made it so that there was some irrefutable proof of His existence. But He didn’t. We just have to look at the arguments between The theory of evolution and the Bible’s events of creation. Evolutionists guess that the earth is around 4.5 billion years old. While Christians believe that the earth is only around 6000 years old. Wow! I mean that is just the first argument in the question of God being real or not.


	Don’t worry, I am not going to go there. I couldn’t care less what evolutionists think. I really don’t care to go and try to figure it out either. Why would I spend my time learning about things I don’t believe in when I could spend it enjoying the things I do believe in? 


	But I did spend a lot of time pondering over why God didn’t leave irrefutable proof for us. And I came to a conclusion. 


	Now, this is just my opinion. But it makes so much sense. I absolutely believe it to be correct. 


	Imagine if there was some irrefutable proof of God’s existence. Imagine what that would do to free will! We wouldn’t have free will anymore. God would then be a dictator. We would not have the option to choose Him. The reason for this is fear. If everyone knew without a doubt that God is real, then they would also know without a doubt that hell is real. I doubt anyone would do anything that would cause them to go to hell.


	Hell is mentioned all over the Bible, but if you read the book of Revelation you will get a very clear picture of what hell is. There is no way anyone would willfully go there. 


	Some descriptions in the Bible include…fiery lake of burning sulphur…everlasting destruction…a blazing furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth…kept in chains of darkness…


	Really? Do you think that a person would, by their own free will choose that? No way! Never! Everyone would be obedient so as to avoid that. No one would have free will. The concept of free will would be gone.


	Since God is so loving that He even gave His angels free will. He forces no-one. Why would He take that away by giving us irrefutable proof of His existence? No, He absolutely could not do that. 


	So how do I know that He is real? Me, personally, how do I know? Well when we go to God with all sincerity, and we ask Him to draw near to us. He blesses us with His presence, with His still soft voice, and with His miracles.


	I have experienced His presence, His voice, and His miracles. It is impossible for me to not believe after experiencing that. And that is the absolute beauty of God. We cannot explain Him, we can only experience Him. 


	You see, we have to go to Him out of our own free will. He does not force Himself into our lives. And when we do that He responds. 


	Matthew 7 tells us to knock and the door will be opened, seek and we will find, ask and we will receive.


	If we are doing these things and not receiving the promises then we are doing them wrong. The books of Jeremiah, Chronicles, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Kings all tell us to seek Him wholeheartedly. If we want to experience the Lord we must seek Him wholeheartedly. 


	Then James 4 tells us that we do not receive because we ask with wrong motives, seeking only to further ourselves. Like Simon the sorcerer in Acts 8 and 9. He only wanted what the disciples had for his own glory and not for the glory of God.


	I cannot tell you how many times I have gone to God and asked ‘What am I doing wrong Lord, show me where I am going wrong?’


	You see God does not get things wrong. So if something is not working the way the Bible promises it will, then I am doing something wrong. We are doing something wrong. And when I ask Him I am being as sincere as I can be. Usually with tears rolling down my face. 


	The Bible says the fervent prayer of the righteous is effective (James 5) So my prayer has to be effective. 


	The thing is that by the time I realized that God truly was real, I had so much wrong with me. I had been rejected, abandoned and abused. That kind of thing leaves its mark inside. And God had to lead me on the long road to recovery.


	When I got to the point where I felt ready for more of God. More responsibility from Him, He led me to the subject of forgiveness. I had this very conversation with the Lord.


	“But why are you putting forgiveness on me? I have forgiven everyone who wronged me.” I then named all the people who had seriously hurt or abused me in my life. Then I said “Lord I chose to forgive them because you require that from me. No matter how much Satan wants me to remember the details of exactly how much I was hurt, I hand it over to you Lord. I forgive them all.”


	But the Lord would not let it go. I remember sitting on my couch with my Bible in my hands crying. And I said over and over “Who have I not forgiven Lord? Why do you keep telling me to forgive?”


	It must have taken about an hour and a half and then it hit me like a ton of bricks. The tears poured down my face. I sobbed and sobbed because of the grace and mercy and beauty of the Lord.


	‘Forgive yourself’


	Wow! It never crossed my mind that I had to forgive myself. And when I say it hit me like a ton of bricks. It literally did, because I had so much to forgive myself for. I am very hard on myself, I always have been. If someone does something hurtful to me, the very first thing I do is look for their reason. Were they abused? Were they abandoned? Were they rejected? What is going on in their lives? Could I have done something different to influence their behavior?


	And of course, people who have been abused like that tend to not make good life choices for themselves. And I can tell you that I did not. 


	Our beautiful, merciful God wanted to make sure that I knew He truly forgave me and I should forgive myself too. At that point, this huge load that I carried for so long, left me. I had no idea how heavy it was until it left. But the Lord did.


	You have to make up your own mind about whether or not you believe all of this is real. As for me, I’m all in. 


	Let me close this chapter with another example from the Bible. In Matthew 18 Jesus tells the parable about the servant who owed his master money. The servant begged for mercy and the master forgave him of his debt. But then the servant went out and demanded that his own debtors repay him. When they could not he threw them in jail until they could repay him. 


	When the master found out about it he was angry. After all, he had forgiven this servant of a much larger amount. Yet the servant did not feel the need to extend this mercy to his own debtors. The master then handed the servant over to the tormentors.


	Just think about how many times we have all looked at the things in our lives that torment us. Poverty, illness, debt, marriage problems. Even a simple thing like noise can torment us. If you do have areas in your life where you feel tormented by something. I encourage you to consider looking at the area of forgiveness in your life. 


	Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you. If your heart is sincere you will get your answer. But if you want to hold on to your unforgiveness you will remain tormented.


	 




 


	 


	Proverbs 4


	My son, attend to my words, incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine sight, keep them in the midst of thine heart


	 


	





What can we do about it?


	First of all, we have to really come to understand that the Bible is true. Every word is true. Now many people will respond to that statement with ‘I know that it’s true’


	I know so many Christians that believe the Bible is true and yet do not apply it to their lives.


	What is the point of that?


	How can we walk in victory if we don’t apply the Word to our lives? We can’t! That is the simple answer.


	I realize that lots of people think that reading the Bible is boring. It’s not like people are saying ‘Oh great I have some free time, I’ll just go and fetch my Bible and have a good old read.’


	But we can’t exactly apply the Word to our lives if we don’t know what the Word is. So we have to read it. And here comes the catch 22, if you force yourself to read it, you probably won't get anything out of it. Because you will be doing it under some kind of duress. With the wrong state of mind so to say.


	The Word of God is meant to be read with our spiritual eyes. Or we won't really know what we are reading. It’s amazing how much God reveals to us if we do read with our spiritual eyes. This morning the Lord showed me something I would have missed if I had just been reading with my natural eyes. 


	For me, it all happened very naturally. I used to get the newspaper delivered each morning. So my routine was coffee and newspaper then work. At some point, I put a Bible app on my phone. So I read the scripture of the day and then moved on to my newspaper. It only took about 30 seconds to read that scripture.


	But then after a while, I became curious. I wanted to know the context of the scripture. For example, if the scripture was from Jeremiah 29, I know the plans I have for you, plans for you to prosper and not to harm you. Plans for you to have hope and a future.


	I would wonder who God was talking to. Was He speaking to someone specific? Or were those words for everyone? That was when I started to read the whole scripture. The little daily verse wasn’t enough to put the scripture into context. Very often I would have to read the page before and the page after to understand the context of the scripture.


	Then I got even more curious. I wanted to know what happened after the particular event I was reading about. Or what happened before that event. 


	Here is an example. In many of the psalms, David is beseeching the Lord for something. In Psalm 119 he says ‘My eyes are straining to see your promises, when will you comfort me?’


	Of course, then I had to know the answer. How long did David plead for the Lord? How long was he in that state of desperation. So I would have to read a few Psalms before to figure out when it started and a few after to see when the Lord responded. It always amazed me that David never stopped asking. Even when he had to wait a fairly long time. He didn’t give up. He told the Lord ‘I feel like giving up.’ He shared what was on his heart but he never stopped asking. 


	So many New Testament scriptures tell us to do exactly that.


	Before I knew it I had canceled the newspaper delivery. I had no time to read the paper anymore. It just lay around every day and no one read it. I could also feel myself changing. The way I thought changed. The way I responded to people changed. I realized that I lived my life filled with hope, no matter what the situation I would think ‘But it’s only like that for now, God has a plan.’
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