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INTRODUCTION


Visual Arts for Middle Schools is an instructional resource book that is designed to assist in the development of engaging curricula. The assignments presented are intended to offer the opportunity for multiple interpretations of the lessons while developing skills and techniques that give middle school students confidence in their work. The chosen topics have been tailored to the interests and ability level of middle school learners. Teachers, parents and students can adapt the presented instructions to their own level and creative vision.


The curriculum focuses on five art disciplines: drawing, painting, design, portraiture and art history/integration. Within each chapter, eight lessons are presented. Each lesson provides objectives, materials and visual resource lists, time frames, content standards, instructions and guidelines for assessment. Student illustrations of the lessons are provided surrounding the text.


All the lessons incorporate the National Standards for Art Education. Under the heading of Content Standards you will find numbers that are listed to coincide with the following National Visual Arts guidelines:


1. Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes


2. Using knowledge of structures and functions


3. Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols and ideas


4. Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures


5. Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others


6. Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines


More information on these standards can be found at the National Art Education Association's website.


Copyright-free rubrics for summative assessment can be found on the author's website, www.janedaviscopp.com, under Published Works. These are designed to be used in the art classroom for grading purposes. At the end of each lesson, a guideline for summative assessment is given. This can be used as a rubric to monitor student progress. The evaluation of quality is examined by both the teacher and the student. Students are asked to write about a specific aspect of their work that they find successful as well as what they might change or improve upon. In turn, the teacher responds with insights and feedback on both these levels. This assessment helps students clarify their progress.


The multiple art visuals are designed to help the teacher and student envision the many solutions and interpretations that can occur when teaching a skill-based curriculum. This connection of technique and personal expression allows students to successfully engage in the creative process. For those teachers that employ a choice-based curriculum, these lessons can be used as instructional tools.


Quality art education programs help students think visually and create an awareness of personal ideas. A well-articulated program develops student aesthetic perception and creative expression through visual knowledge and technical skill. Visual Arts for Middle Schools was created to share successful curricula that engage middle school students. The format is designed to provide teachers with instructional strategies and information that will promote student expression, skill development and creative thought.




CHAPTER 1 - DRAWING


REMINGTON RIDER DRAWING
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OBJECTIVES:


To introduce students to the work of American artist Frederic Remington


To develop graded shading, value and visual detail through drawings of horses with riders To develop observational drawing skills


MATERIALS:


9x12 inch white drawing paper


Tissues


Assorted drawing pencils from #6B to #6H


Kneaded artist erasers


VISUAL RESOURCES:


Photos of horses


Reproductions of Remington art works


Visual material on Native American and cowboy/cowgirl attire


Books about Frederic Remington's life and art


Horse figure templates in various poses


Internet access to horseback rider imagery


CONTENT STANDARDS: # 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5


TIME FRAME: 3 -50 minute periods


INSTRUCTIONS:


Students are given the choice of setting up the horse drawing through the use of a template or by sketching their own image using horse photographs or visuals. Choices need to be made about whether or not students will want to do a Native American figure or a cowboy/cowgirl. Students need to decide, next, how they will position this figure on the horse. Once the general lines of the horse have been developed, the rider needs to be positioned for proportion. Then details such as clothing, saddles, blankets, pouches, sleeping bags, canteens, bridles, ropes and other items can be drawn on the horse and figure.


A demonstration of graded shading is given using a tissue to show how to apply the graphite for lightly shaded areas. Graded shading needs to be applied to the body of the horse and anywhere else that might be appropriate. An emphasis on value and line quality should be developed in the final application of detail.
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT:


1. Drawing has been rendered to honor the work of American artist Frederic Remington.


2. Graded shading has been applied to the horse body and other appropriate areas.


3. Interesting visual details have been drawn on the figure and horse.


4. Drawing of horse and rider show understanding of proportion.


5.	Details in drawing show the following principles and elements of design: visual contrast, texture, line and value.




VASE OF FLOWERS DRAWING
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OBJECTIVES:


To introduce the concept of overlapping shape using flower forms


To use graded shading to give vase visual depth and form


To increase student observational skills in the design of realistic flower shapes and details


MATERIALS:


Assorted 12x18 inch colored construction paper


Prismacolor colored pencils


9x12 inch manila paper


Scissors


VISUAL RESOURCES:


Flower photographs


Vase tracers


Student and teacher samples of assignment


Sample of graded shading


Internet access to flower imagery


CONTENT STANDARDS: #1, 2, 3, & 5


TIME FRAME: 3 -50 minute periods




INSTRUCTIONS:


Setting up the compositional space with the vase shape is done first and then the drawing of the flower shapes is developed. Students can make their own vase tracer or use ones made by other students. A template is made by folding the 9x12 inch manila paper in half and drawing half the desired shape on the folded edge. This shape is then cut to form a symmetrical image and then traced on to the desired color of construction paper.


Drawing of flower blossoms is done next to create overlapping shapes. Stem and leaves are added later if needed. Flower designs can be of one or multiple species. Discuss the use of repetition and size variety when drawing the flower shapes. Compositional space needs to be developed fully to balance the vase shape. Discuss how flowers can bend and be placed throughout the background space.


Details of the flower centers and petals need to be finished before beginning with the color. Graded shading is applied to the edges of the vase to give visual form. Vase texture and decoration can be added over or around the graded shading.


Coloring of flowers needs to be done densely. Some areas of the flower forms can be treated with graded shading where appropriate. Linear quality of flowers may need to be outlined in some areas.
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT:


1. Graded shading has been used to give form to the vase.


2. Flower shapes bend and overlap to give the illusion of depth.


3. Coloring has been done darkly for color intensity.


4. Flowers have been arranged to fully encompass the space.


5. Flowers have interesting details and shapes.




RIBBON DRAWING
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